
 

   Negative Declaration & Notice Of Determination 

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND BUILDING 
976 OSOS STREET  ROOM 200  SAN LUIS OBISPO  CALIFORNIA 93408  (805) 781-5600 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION NO. ED14-055 DATE: 12/4/14 
 
PROJECT/ENTITLEMENT: Freeport-McMoRan Hyla Bridge Replacement Grading Permit;   PMT2013-

01980   

 APPLICANT NAME: Freeport McMoRan Oil & Gas 
 ADDRESS: 1821 Price Canyon Road, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 
CONTACT PERSON: Michelle Gibbs Telephone: 805-934-8210

PROPOSED USES/INTENT: Request by Freeport-McMoRan Oil & Gas for a Major Grading Permit to 
replace the existing Hyla culvert crossing with a bridge, which includes (1) construction of a new all-weather 
bridge over Pismo Creek and realignment of approach roads to provide access to the existing Hyla Extension 
lease area within the Arroyo Grande Oil Field; (2) removal of the existing, structurally compromised Hyla Road 
culvert crossing Pismo Creek and existing approach roads; and (3) streambed restoration activities within 
Pismo Creek to improve steelhead fish passage. The Hyla Crossing Replacement Project would result in the 
total disturbance of approximately 2.51 acres of a 347-acre parcel within the 1,605 acre unitized agreement 
area for the Arroyo Grande Oil Field.  

LOCATION:  The project is located on the east side of Price Canyon Road, approximately 2.7 miles 

northeast of the City of Pismo Beach, in the South County planning area (San Luis Bay Inland sub area 
South). 

LEAD AGENCY:   County of San Luis Obispo 
   Dept of Planning & Building 

976 Osos Street, Rm. 200  
San Luis Obispo, CA  93408-2040  
Website: http://www.sloplanning.org 

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE REVIEW:   YES  NO  

OTHER POTENTIAL PERMITTING AGENCIES:   California Department of Fish and Wildlife            

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  Additional information pertaining to this Environmental Determination 
may be obtained by contacting the above Lead Agency address or (805)781-5600. 
COUNTY “REQUEST FOR REVIEW” PERIOD ENDS AT  ............ 4:30 p.m. (2 wks from above DATE) 

30-DAY PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD begins at the time of public notification  

Notice of Determination State Clearinghouse No.        

This is to advise that the San Luis Obispo County                                          as   Lead Agency  
 Responsible Agency   approved/denied the above described project on                                                , and 

has made the following determinations regarding the above described project: 

The project will not have a significant effect on the environment.  A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project 
pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.  Mitigation measures and monitoring were made a condition of approval of the 
project. A Statement of Overriding Considerations was not adopted for this project.  Findings were made pursuant to the 
provisions of CEQA. 

This is to certify that the Negative Declaration with comments and responses and record of project approval is 
available to the General Public at the ‘Lead Agency’ address above. 
 
        County of San Luis Obispo    
Signature  Project Manager Name  Date  Public Agency 
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Initial Study Summary –
Environmental Checklist

P L A N N I N G  &  B U I L D I N G  D E P A R T M E N T  C O U N T Y  O F  S A N  L U I S  O B I S P O
9 7 6 O S O S S T R E E T  R O O M 2 0 0  S A N L U I S O B I S P O  C A L I F O R N I A 9 3 4 0 8  ( 8 0 5 ) 7 8 1 - 5 6 0 0

(ver 5.1)Using Form

Project Title & No. Freeport-McMoran Hyla Crossing Grading Permit PMT2013-01980
ED14-055

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: The proposed project could have a
"Potentially Significant Impact" for at least one of the environmental factors checked below.  Please
refer to the attached pages for discussion on mitigation measures or project revisions to either reduce
these impacts to less than significant levels or require further study.

Aesthetics
Agricultural Resources
Air Quality
Biological Resources
Cultural Resources

Geology and Soils
Hazards/Hazardous Materials
Noise
Population/Housing
Public Services/Utilities

Recreation
Transportation/Circulation
Wastewater
Water /Hydrology
Land Use

DETERMINATION: (To be completed by the Lead Agency)

On the basis of this initial evaluation, the Environmental Coordinator finds that:

The proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

Although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not
be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or
agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be
prepared.

The proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

The proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or "potentially significant
unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately
analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been
addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached
sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the
effects that remain to be addressed.

Although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because all
potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or
NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or
mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or
mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.

Emily Creel, SWCA
Prepared by (Print) Signature Date

Ellen Carroll,
John McKenzie Environmental Coordinator Environmental Coordinator
Reviewed by (Print) Signature (for) Date

        November 25, 2014

JMckenzie
Typewritten text
11/25/14
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Project Environmental Analysis
The County's environmental review process incorporates all of the requirements for completing

the Initial Study as required by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the CEQA
Guidelines.  The Initial Study includes staff's on-site inspection of the project site and surroundings
and a detailed review of the information in the file for the project.  In addition, available background
information is reviewed for each project.  Relevant information regarding soil types and
characteristics, geologic information, significant vegetation and/or wildlife resources, water
availability, wastewater disposal services, existing land uses and surrounding land use categories
and other information relevant to the environmental review process are evaluated for each project.
Exhibit A includes the references used, as well as the agencies or groups that were contacted as a
part of the Initial Study.  The County Planning Department uses the checklist to summarize the
results of the research accomplished during the initial environmental review of the project.

Persons, agencies or organizations interested in obtaining more information regarding the
environmental review process for a project should contact the County of San Luis Obispo Current
Planning Division, 976 Osos St., Rm. 200, San Luis Obispo, CA, 93408-2040 or call (805)781-5600.

A.  PROJECT
DESCRIPTION: Request by Freeport-McMoRan Oil & Gas for a Major Grading Permit to replace the

existing Hyla culvert crossing with a bridge, which includes (1) construction of a new all-weather
bridge over Pismo Creek and realignment of approach roads to provide access to the existing Hyla
Extension lease area within the Arroyo Grande Oil Field; (2) removal of the existing, structurally
compromised Hyla Road culvert crossing Pismo Creek and existing approach roads; and (3)
streambed restoration activities within Pismo Creek to improve steelhead fish passage. The Hyla
Crossing Replacement Project would result in the total disturbance of approximately 2.51 acres of
a 347-acre parcel within the 1,605 acre unitized agreement area for the Arroyo Grande Oil Field.
The project is located on the east side of Price Canyon Road, approximately 2.7 miles northeast of
the City of Pismo Beach, in the South County planning area (San Luis Bay Inland sub area South).

ASSESSOR PARCEL NUMBER(S): 044-201-002

Latitude: 35 degrees 11 ' 04 " N Longitude: 120 degrees 37' 01" W SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT # 3

B. EXISTING SETTING

PLANNING AREA: San Luis Bay (Inland), Rural TOPOGRAPHY: Nearly level  to steeply sloping

LAND USE CATEGORY: Agriculture VEGETATION: Riparian, Oak woodland

COMBINING DESIGNATION(S): Energy Extractive
area Flood Hazard

PARCEL SIZE: 347.7 acres

EXISTING USES: Industrial uses (oil field), undeveloped

SURROUNDING LAND USE CATEGORIES AND USES:

North: Agriculture; industrial uses East: Agriculture; industrial uses

South: Agriculture; industrial uses West: Agriculture; industrial uses

C. ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS
During the Initial Study process, several issues were identified as having potentially significant
environmental effects (see following Initial Study). Those potentially significant items associated with
the proposed uses can be minimized to less than significant levels.
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COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO
INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST

1. AESTHETICS
Will the project:

Potentially
Significant

Impact can
& will be
mitigated

Insignificant
Impact

Not
Applicable

a) Create an aesthetically incompatible
site open to public view?

b) Introduce a use within a scenic view
open to public view?

c) Change the visual character of an area?

d) Create glare or night lighting, which
may affect surrounding areas?

e) Impact unique geological or physical
features?

f) Other:

Setting. The project is located within the Arroyo Grande Oil Field, which is an active oil producing
facility that includes publicly visible industrial elements, such as processing facilities, above-ground
pipes and power lines, well pads and pumps, trucks and heavy machinery, pipelines and industrial
infrastructure, accessory buildings, and access roads. However, large portions of the site’s industrial
components are well shielded by existing oak woodland, which remains largely intact in the areas
where oil producing activities are not present. Access to the existing Hyla crossing is from an existing
entrance along Price Canyon Road. The existing crossing is not visible from Price Canyon Road,
which is the closest public road. The project is not within a Sensitive Resource combining designation.

Impact. The project proposes replacement of the existing structurally deficient Hyla culvert crossing
with a new bridge crossing at an immediately adjacent location to provide improved access for oil
producing activities at the Hyla extension area. The new bridge would be generally similar to existing
conditions and compatible with surrounding uses. The new Hyla bridge crossing would consist of one
12-foot-wide travel lane with traffic railings and would require minor realignment of existing approach
roads. The proposed permanent project footprint (0.15 acre) is larger than the existing crossing, but
the project would not introduce a new or incompatible use in the project area. The new crossing would
not be visible from Price Canyon Road or other public vantage points after the construction period due
to intervening vegetation and topography. However, some heavy machinery (i.e., cranes) may be
visible during project construction through or above existing intervening vegetation. Construction-
related views would be generally consistent with other industrial uses in the vicinity and any visual
effects would be short-term and limited to the construction period (estimated spring to fall of 2015).

The new crossing is proposed immediately adjacent to the existing structure and does not propose
any use of night lighting. The project would involve substantial vegetation removal within Pismo
Creek, including removal of two mature western sycamore trees and approximately 18 coast live
oaks. However, any resulting visual impacts would be minimized through proposed restoration
activities following construction and would be largely undetectable from Price Canyon Road or other
public vantage points due to the presence of significant additional vegetation in the project area. The
project would not constitute a significant change in the visual character of the area and would be
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almost entirely obscured from public view. No significant impacts to aesthetic resources are
anticipated.

Mitigation/Conclusion. No mitigation measures are necessary.

2.  AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES
Will the project:

Potentially
Significant

Impact can
& will be
mitigated

Insignificant
Impact

Not
Applicable

a) Convert prime agricultural land, per
NRCS soil classification, to non-
agricultural use?

b) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique
Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide
Importance to non-agricultural use?

c) Impair agricultural use of other property
or result in conversion to other uses?

d) Conflict with existing zoning for
agricultural use, or Williamson Act
program?

e) Other:

Setting. Project Elements.  The following area-specific elements relate to the property’s importance
for agricultural production:
Land Use Category: Agriculture Historic/Existing Commercial Crops:  None

State Classification: Farmland of Statewide
Importance

In Agricultural Preserve?  Yes, Edna Valley

Under Williamson Act contract?  No

The soil type(s) and characteristics for the proposed development include:

Arnold loamy sand (5 - 15 percent slopes). Arnold series soils occur on hills and hilly uplands at
elevations of 100 to 2,500 feet along the south-central portion of California’s Coast Range,
generally within 30 miles of the coast. This series consists of deep soils that formed in material
weathered from soft sandstone. Permeability is rapid, and the available water capacity is low or
moderate. Surface runoff is medium, and the hazards of water erosion and soil blowing are high.
Arnold series soils tend to support chaparral, coastal sagebrush (Artemisia californica), coast
live oak (Quercus agrifolis), shrubs, annual grasses, and forbs. The soils are primary used for
range, with very limited areas used for growing truck crops, Christmas trees, and improved
pasture. The soil is considered Class IVe-4 with and without irrigation.

Impact. Although within the Agricultural land use designation, the project is located in a
predominantly non-agricultural area with no agricultural activities occurring on the project site or in the
immediate vicinity. Soils for this project area are given a Class IVe-4 rating, which indicates very
severe limitations that restrict the choice of plants or require very careful management (or both) and
erosion risk caused by sandy or gravelly soils that have a low available water capacity. The project
would not convert existing agricultural uses and the project area is located predominantly within the
banks of Pismo Creek in areas that would not generally be suited for agricultural uses. The existing
and proposed Hyla crossing facilities are consistent with the Agriculture land use designation and the
project would serve existing and/or proposed uses under the previously approved Phase IV
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expansion. No significant impacts to agricultural resources are anticipated.

Mitigation/Conclusion. No mitigation measures are necessary.

3. AIR QUALITY
Will the project:

Potentially
Significant

Impact can
& will be
mitigated

Insignificant
Impact

Not
Applicable

a) Violate any state or federal ambient air
quality standard, or exceed air quality
emission thresholds as established by
County Air Pollution Control District?

b) Expose any sensitive receptor to
substantial air pollutant
concentrations?

c) Create or subject individuals to
objectionable odors?

d) Be inconsistent with the District’s Clean
Air Plan?

e) Result in a cumulatively considerable
net increase of any criteria pollutant
either considered in non-attainment
under applicable state or federal
ambient air quality standards that are
due to increased energy use or traffic
generation, or intensified land use
change?

GREENHOUSE GASES
f) Generate greenhouse gas emissions,

either directly or indirectly, that may
have a significant impact on the
environment?

g) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy
or regulation adopted for the purpose
of reducing the emissions of
greenhouse gases?

h) Other:

Setting. The Air Pollution Control District (APCD) has developed and updated their CEQA Air Quality
Handbook (2012) to evaluate project specific impacts and help determine if air quality mitigation
measures are needed, or if potentially significant impacts could result.  To evaluate long-term
emissions, cumulative effects, and establish countywide programs to reach acceptable air quality
levels, the APCD has prepared and adopted a Clean Air Plan.

Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions are said to result in an increase in the earth’s average surface
temperature.  This is commonly referred to as global warming.  The rise in global temperature is
associated with long-term changes in precipitation, temperature, wind patterns, and other elements of
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the earth’s climate system.  This is also known as climate change.  These changes are now thought to
be broadly attributed to GHG emissions, particularly those emissions that result from human
production and use of fossil fuels.

The passage of AB32, the California Global Warming Solutions Act (2006), recognized the need to
reduce GHG emissions and set a greenhouse gas emissions reduction goal for the State of California
into law.  The law required that by 2020, state emissions must be reduced to 1990 levels.  This is to
be accomplished by reducing greenhouse gas emissions from significant sources via regulation,
market mechanisms, and other actions. Subsequent legislation (e.g., SB97-Greenhouse Gas
Emissions bill) directed the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to develop statewide thresholds.

In March 2012, the San Luis Obispo County Air Pollution Control District (APCD) approved thresholds
for GHG emission impacts, and these thresholds have been incorporated into the APCD’s CEQA Air
Quality Handbook.  APCD determined that a tiered process for land use development projects was
the most appropriate and effective approach for assessing the GHG emission impacts.  The tiered
approach includes three methods, any of which can be used for any given project:

1. Qualitative GHG Reduction Strategies (e.g. Climate Action Plans): A qualitative threshold that
is consistent with AB 32 Scoping Plan measures and goals; or,

2. Bright-Line Threshold: Numerical value to determine the significance of a project’s annual
GHG emissions; or,

3. Efficiency-Based Threshold: Assesses the GHG impacts of a project on an emissions per
capita basis.

For most projects the Bright-Line Threshold of 1,150 Metric Tons CO2/year (MT CO2e/yr) will be the
most applicable threshold.  In addition to the land use development threshold options proposed
above, a bright-line numerical value threshold of 10,000 MT CO2e/yr was adopted for stationary
source (industrial) projects.

It should be noted that projects that generate less than the above mentioned thresholds will also
participate in emission reductions because air emissions, including GHGs, are under the purview of
the California Air Resources Board (or other regulatory agencies) and will be “regulated” either by
CARB, the Federal Government, or other entities.  For example, new vehicles will be subject to
increased fuel economy standards and emission reductions, large and small appliances will be
subject to more strict emissions standards, and energy delivered to consumers will increasingly come
from renewable sources.  Other programs that are intended to reduce the overall GHG emissions
include Low Carbon Fuel Standards, Renewable Portfolio standards and the Clean Car standards. As
a result, even the emissions that result from projects that produce fewer emissions than the threshold
will be subject to emission reductions.

Under CEQA, an individual project’s GHG emissions will generally not result in direct significant
impacts. This is because the climate change issue is global in nature. However, an individual project
could be found to contribute to a potentially significant cumulative impact.  Projects that have GHG
emissions above the noted thresholds may be considered cumulatively considerable and require
mitigation.

Freeport-McMoran Oil & Gas currently holds operational permits from the San Luis Obispo Air
Pollution Control District (SLOAPCD) for its oil extraction and processing activities at the Arroyo
Grande Oil Field. If allowable thresholds are exceeded, Freeport-McMoran is required to pay
applicable fees/fines.

Impact. Project development would result in the total disturbance of 2.51 acres, and permanent
disturbance of 0.15 acre. Project construction would require an estimated 1,070 cubic yards of cut and
1,680 cubic yards of fill, for a net fill of 610 cubic yards. Grading, compaction, placement of aggregate,
and/or demolition of existing materials would be necessary for access road and crossing demolition
and construction. These construction activities would result in the creation of construction dust, as
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well as short-term construction vehicle emissions.

The project would disturb less than 1,200 cubic yards/day of material and less than 4 acres of area.
Therefore, the project would not exceed the general thresholds triggering construction-related
mitigation. However, APCD typically recommends that the following standard construction measures
be implemented in project development: minimize disturbance, use water trucks to keep dust down
and increase frequency when wind is above 15 mph, spray stockpile areas, and designate an on-site
person to monitor for dust control. The project is not in close proximity to sensitive receptors that may
be more likely to result in nuisance complaints and would not be subject to limited dust and/or
emission control measures during construction.

From an operational standpoint, based on Table 1-1 of the CEQA Air Quality Handbook (2012), the
project will not exceed operational thresholds triggering mitigation. The project would replace the
existing Hyla culvert/crossing with a new all-weather crossing at an immediately adjacent location.
Project development would not result in a new or increased use in the project area, as the crossing
and adjacent Hyla extension area are currently used for oil extraction operations consistent with
approved Phase IV development permits. The approved Phase IV development governs allowable
industrial use of this area and would not change or increase as a result of development of the new
crossing.

The project site is within an existing oilfield and the closest sensitive receptors are rural agricultural
residences approximately 0.6 miles east of the project site. The project does not propose a new or
increased use in the project area and is consistent with the general level of development anticipated
and projected in the Clean Air Plan as well as anticipated for previously approved phases of
development at the Arroyo Grande Oil Field. Therefore, no significant operational air quality impacts
are expected to occur.

This project requests issuance of a Major Grading Permit. Development of the project would result in
GHG emissions during short-term construction activities. The extent of construction activities
associated with the Hyla Crossing Replacement Project would be limited in the context of regional
development and would not be expected to result in a significant contribution of GHG emissions in the
County. The short-term nature of the construction duration, the typical nature of construction activities
proposed, and the limited size of the proposed construction area would not be expected to
substantially increase GHG emissions.

Development of the project would not increase vehicle trips in the project area or result in the
development of new stationary GHG emission sources. Replacement of the existing crossing would
not generate significant amounts of operational traffic or energy demands (the top GHG emission
sectors) above existing levels. Therefore, operational project-related GHG emissions would be
substantially less than the Bright-Line Threshold of 1,150 metric tons of GHG emissions. Therefore,
the project’s potential direct and cumulative GHG emissions would be less than significant and would
not constitute a cumulatively considerable contribution to GHG emissions. Section 15064(h)(2) of the
CEQA Guidelines provides guidance on how to evaluate cumulative impacts.  If it is shown that an
incremental contribution to a cumulative impact, such as global climate change, is not ‘cumulatively
considerable’, no mitigation is required.  Because this project’s emissions fall under the threshold, no
mitigation for GHG is required.

Mitigation/Conclusion. The project does not propose a new use and would not exceed any air
quality thresholds established by the APCD. APCD typically recommends that the following
construction measures be used to reduce construction-related dust: minimize disturbance, use water
trucks to keep dust down and increase frequency when wind is above 15 mph, spraying stockpile
areas, and designate an on-site person to monitor for dust control; however, the project does not
exceed the thresholds for implementation of standard mitigation measures for construction activities.
No significant impacts associated with air quality or GHG emissions are anticipated and no mitigation
is necessary.
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4. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES
Will the project:

Potentially
Significant

Impact can
& will be
mitigated

Insignificant
Impact

Not
Applicable

a) Result in a loss of unique or special
status species* or their habitats?

b) Reduce the extent, diversity or quality
of native or other important vegetation?

c) Impact wetland or riparian habitat?

d) Interfere with the movement of resident
or migratory fish or wildlife species, or
factors, which could hinder the normal
activities of wildlife?

e) Conflict with any regional plans or
policies to protect sensitive species, or
regulations of the California
Department of Fish & Wildlife or U.S.
Fish & Wildlife Service?

f) Other:

* Species – as defined in Section15380 of the CEQA Guidelines, which includes all plant and wildlife species that
fall under the category of rare, threatened or endangered, as described in this section.

Setting. URS, on behalf of the project applicant, prepared a Biological Resources Summary Report
(URS 2014), Draft Wetland Delineation and Jurisdictional Determination Report (URS 2014), and
Draft Biological Assessment (URS 2014) for the project. These reports have been incorporated into
the analysis below, as appropriate.

The project site is characterized by the perennially-flowing channel of Pismo Creek, lined on both
sides by riparian vegetation comprised of willow tree species (Salix laevigata and S. lasiolepis),
California sycamore (Platanus racemosa), and coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia). Upland areas of the
project site are heavily disturbed as a result of grading, well pad development, paved and unpaved
internal access roads, and oilfield operations. At the crossing itself, the existing Hyla crossing
structure is in degraded condition and exhibits signs of erosion and surface cracking. Recent
maintenance work was completed to unplug the culvert and shore up the down-gradient side of the
crossing through installation of rip rap.

The project area includes an approximately 336 foot stretch of Pismo Creek. The Draft Wetland
Delineation and Jurisdictional Determination Report (URS 2014) identified approximately 0.6 acre of
other (non-wetland) waters of the U.S. and approximately 0.75 acre of jurisdictional streambeds
subject to California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) permitting authority under Section 1600
of the California Fish and Game Code.

Native/naturalized vegetation communities identified within the project site include coast live oak
woodland, red/arroyo willow thickets, and coyote brush scrub. The project site also supports ruderal
vegetation, developed areas, and open water within Pismo Creek.

Pismo Creek is known to support multiple special status species, including California red-legged frog
(Rana draytonii), South-Central California Coast steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss), western pond
turtle (Actinemys marmorata), American badger (Taxidea taxus), Santa Margarita manzanita
(Arctostaphylos pilosula), Pismo clarkia (Clarkia speciosa ssp. immaculata), Brewer’s spineflower
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(Chorizanthe breweri), and San Luis Obispo owl’s clover (Castilleja densiflora ssp. obispoensis). The
entire length of Pismo Creek through the project area and extending to the Pacific Ocean is
designated critical habitat for steelhead.

Impact. Project construction would include the following activities within or adjacent to Pismo Creek:

 Temporary dewatering of Pismo Creek through installation and use of a cofferdam, diversion
pipe, and gravel check dams;

 Clearing of riparian vegetation within the banks and channel of the creek;
 Installation of a temporary construction pad within the creek channel just upstream of the

existing crossing to provide support for construction equipment, including a pad area of
approximately 2,000 square feet within Pismo Creek and the addition of approximately 160
cubic yards of additional large rocks; limited refueling within creek banks of several immobile
pieces of equipment (e.g., crane);

 Access road reconfiguration to facilitate bridge access at the approaches on both sides of the
bridge;

 Bridge installation;
 Removal of the existing culvert crossing and approach roadways; and
 Streambed restoration and enhancement activities.

The project proposes stream restoration and enhancement activities following construction. The
primary purpose of the proposed stream restoration activities is to create a geomorphically stable
step-pool system within upstream and downstream areas of Pismo Creek that has historically been
altered due to the presence of the existing crossing and culverts. Restoration activities have been
designed to provide a proper gradient, relatively stable stream conditions, and allow for migration of
native steelhead and other aquatic life. The step-pools would be characterized by an accumulation of
cobbles and boulders into organized structures that span the channel to control the grade and flow
velocity of the steep stream by allowing the flow to step down over a series of drops.

Impacts to Jurisdictional Waters and Streams. Jurisdictional wetlands and ‘other waters’ are
considered sensitive and important habitats by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and other
regulatory agencies (California Coastal Commission, CDFW, and the Regional Water Quality Control
Board [RWQCB]).  Project impacts to wetlands and ‘other waters’ are considered significant under
state and federal policies. The Draft Wetland Delineation and Jurisdictional Determination Report
(URS 2014) identified the presence of 0.19 acre of federal and 0.75 acre of state jurisdictional areas
within the project area.

Project construction would involve temporary and permanent impacts to state and federal
jurisdictional areas as a result of grading and vegetation removal to conduct the new bridge structure,
installation of proposed bridge footings, bridge deck, bridge abutments, and new approaches, and the
placement of permanent fill material within Pismo Creek for stream enhancement purposes. Based on
the Biological Resources Summary Report prepared for the project (URS 2014), project construction
would include the following temporary and permanent impacts to jurisdictional areas within the project
area:

Table 1. Impacts to Jurisdictional Waters within the Project Area.

Jurisdictional Area Area of Permanent
Impacts (acres)

Area of Temporary
Impacts (acres)

Total Impacted
Acreage

USACE – Section 404 Clean
Water Act (Other Waters) 0.01 0.18 0.19

CDFW – Section 1600 California
Fish and Game Code1 0.09 0.48 0.56
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Total 0.10 0.66 0.75
1 CDFW jurisdictional areas only include those areas above the Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM) to avoid double counting
CDFW areas that are also within USACE jurisdiction.

Source: URS. February 2014. Biological Resources Summary Report for the Hyla Crossing Replacement Project, Arroyo
Grande Oil Field, San Luis Obispo County, California. Prepared for: Freeport-McMoRan Oil & Gas.

Alterations to the bed, bank, and channel of CDFW jurisdictional areas of Pismo Creek will require
authorizations pursuant to Section 1600 et seq. of the California Fish and Game Code. Proposed
stream enhancement activities include discharges of fill material into USACE jurisdictional waters of
Pismo Creek; therefore, authorization under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act will be required. In
addition, the Section 404 permit cannot be issued without an accompanying Clean Water Act Section
401 Water Quality Certification from the Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board
(RWQCB).

CDFW and USACE typically require mitigation at a 1:1 ratio for temporary impacts and a 3:1 ratio for
permanent impacts to jurisdictional waters when on-site in-kind mitigation is proposed (such as the
proposed stream restoration and enhancement activities). Mitigation ratios can fluctuate based on the
results of regulatory agency consultation; however, based on anticipated 1:1 and 3:1 mitigation
requirements, the applicant will have to mitigate for a total of 0.66 acre of temporary disturbance and
an additional 0.3 acre for permanent impacts to jurisdictional waters, for total mitigation of 0.96 acre.

Based on the Biological Resources Summary Report prepared for the project, the applicant proposes
stream restoration and enhancement activities as follows:

Table 2. Proposed Stream Restoration and Enhancement Activities

Jurisdictional Area Restored Area
(acres)

Enhanced Area
(acres) Total Area

USACE – Section 404 Clean
Water Act (Other Waters) 0.06 0.04 0.1

CDFW – Section 1600 California
Fish and Game Code1 0.63 0 0.63

Total 0.69 0.04 0.73
1 CDFW jurisdictional areas only include those areas above the Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM) to avoid double counting
CDFW areas that are also within USACE jurisdiction.

Source: URS. February 2014. Biological Resources Summary Report for the Hyla Crossing Replacement Project, Arroyo
Grande Oil Field, San Luis Obispo County, California. Prepared for: Freeport-McMoRan Oil & Gas.

It is possible that proposed stream restoration and enhancement activities will be adequate to fully
mitigate the impacts associated with bridge construction activities (i.e., because the project proposes
restoration activities within the creek to restore the natural flow conditions of the creek and improve
steelhead habitat, regulatory agencies may adjust required mitigation ratios). However,
implementation of the proposed restoration and enhancement activities as appropriate mitigation
would be subject to approval by regulatory agencies and issuance of necessary permits, as described
above. For mitigation to adequately offset impacts, NOAA Fisheries requires that the proposed
mitigation provide an appropriate level of benefit to the subject species or habitat based on specific
guidelines and regulations. The ultimate feasibility and success of the proposed stream restoration
and enhancement activities as project mitigation will require close coordination with USACE, CDFW,
and NOAA Fisheries.

Impacts to jurisdictional waters would be reduced to less than significant through design and
implementation of a Habitat Mitigation and Monitoring Plan (HMMP), which would include a minimum
3:1 replacement ratio for permanent loss of jurisdictional areas and a 1:1 replacement ratio for
temporarily disturbed areas, or as otherwise directed by regulatory agencies. In addition, the
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proposed stream restoration and enhancement activities would have a beneficial impact on
jurisdictional and aquatic species habitat.

With the exception of three pieces of relatively immobile equipment (crane, pile driving hammer’s
power pack and two compressors), all refueling will be conducted at least 100 feet from the top of
creek bank. As described in BIO Mitigation Measure #22 below, there are a number of existing Best
Management Practices that will be applied to these immobile pieces for all refueling efforts to
minimize any leaks or spills, and immediate actions to be taken should there be such an occurrence.
Furthermore, in addition to diverting surface flows away from where this immobile equipment will be
placed, such work is planned to be conducted outside of the rainy season.

Impacts to Vegetation Communities and Land Covers. Sensitive plant communities located within the
project area include coast live oak woodland and red/arroyo willow thickets, as described above. The
project area includes approximately 0.32 acre of coast live oak woodland along the upper terraces of
the Pismo Creek streambed and within upland areas and 0.44 acre red/arroyo willow thicket
throughout the riparian corridor along the Pismo Creek channel.

Project construction would include the following temporary and permanent impacts to vegetation
communities within the project area:

Table 3. Impacts to Vegetation Communities and Land Covers within the Project Area.

Vegetation Community Area of Permanent
Impacts (acres)

Area of Temporary
Impacts (acres)

Total Acreage
within Project Area

Coast Live Oak Woodland 0.03 0.29 0.32

Red/Arroyo Willow Thickets 0.05 0.39 0.44

Coyote Brush Scrub 0 0.01 0.01

Ruderal Vegetation 0.01 0.03 0.04

Developed 0.06 1.62 1.68

Open Water 0 0.02 0.02

Total 0.15 2.36 2.51
Source: URS. February 2014. Biological Resources Summary Report for the Hyla Crossing Replacement Project, Arroyo
Grande Oil Field, San Luis Obispo County, California. Prepared for: Freeport-McMoRan Oil & Gas.

In total, project construction would result in the permanent removal of 0.08 acre of existing natural
vegetation, 0.06 acre of previously developed areas, and 0.01 acre of ruderal vegetation.

Mitigation to reduce impacts to sensitive vegetation communities to less than significant has been
incorporated below.

Impacts to Special Status Species. It is anticipated that two special-status species, California red-
legged frog (CRLF) and South-Central California Coast steelhead, utilize the project footprint, due to
the availability of habitat for these species and documented occurrences. Other species with potential
to occur based on CNDDB mapping and habitat at the project area include western pond turtle and
American badger. During biological field investigations conducted by URS in February 2013, no
sensitive plant species were observed in the project area.

The proposed project is located within designated critical habitat for South-Central California Coast
steelhead and positive occurrences of steelhead and CRLF were documented during project surveys.
Implementation of the project would result in temporary impacts to the open water habitat resulting
from: dewatering the project work area, constructing a temporary construction pad, completing
construction activities in the creek channel, constructing the new bridge, and demolishing the existing
culvert crossing. Based on the current project plans, approximately 0.18 acre of temporary impacts
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and 0.01 acre of permanent impacts would occur within the perennial creek channel. These impacts
would result in the temporary loss of access by steelhead through the estimated 2015 spring to fall
construction period and permanent loss of 0.01 acre of access after project completion. The bridge
design does not include any piles or other permanent fill in the creek channel outside of proposed
restoration and enhancement activities, which would provide beneficial enhancements on steelhead
critical habitat. Therefore, no permanent adverse impacts to steelhead critical habitat are expected.

Additional areas of proposed disturbance within riparian habitat adjacent to the creek provide highly
suitable habitat for CRLF. Proposed construction activities within these areas would result in
potentially significant impacts to CRLF and/or its habitat, including include direct effects associated
with the use and movement of construction equipment, fuel spills, construction debris, vegetation
removal, and worker foot traffic. Indirect effects of construction activities, including noise and vibration
and the indirect effects of erosion and sedimentation, may also impact CRLF. Implementation of the
proposed mitigation measures, including preconstruction surveys and biological monitoring during
construction activities, would reduce the potential impact to CRLF.

The project site has the potential to support western pond turtle, which is a CDFW species of special
concern, though no occurrences were discovered during site surveys. Potential impacts would include
direct impacts during construction, including equipment access, vegetation removal, fuel spills and
increased worker and vehicle traffic, and indirect effects, including noise, vibration, erosion, and
sedimentation. Indirect effects of construction activities may cause western pond turtles to temporarily
abandon habitat adjacent to work areas. This disturbance may increase the potential for predation if
western pond turtles abandon shelter sites. Potential impacts to this species will be reduced to less
than significant through implementation of proposed mitigation, including preconstruction surveys and
biological monitoring during construction activities.

There is also the potential for take of steelhead and other sensitive aquatic species due to
hydroacoustic impacts associated with pile driving activities in close proximity of the creek. URS, on
behalf of the project applicant, prepared a Memorandum on the Hydroacoustic Effects of Pile Driving
on Steelhead – Hyla Crossing Replacement Project on Pismo Creek (URS 2014). Based on URS’s
Memorandum, impacts associated with noise and vibration from pile driving activities would be less
than significant due to the distance between the proposed pile driving activities and the blocking nets
that would be installed upstream and downstream of the project area to prevent steelhead from
entering the construction area or water diversion system.

There is a low potential for take of steelhead and/or CRLF during bridge replacement activities. In the
event take occurs, the impact would be considered significant. Consultation with NOAA Fisheries and
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) through Section 7 of the Federal ESA and issuance of
incidental take permits may be warranted. Also, should it be determined that a Biological Opinion is
necessary, it would include agency mandated “Reasonable and Prudent Measures” for project
activities. Project construction activities are proposed to occur between May 1 to October 15, which
coincides with the summer low-precipitation period (April 15 to October 15) and avoids the CRLF
breeding season (December to April), although CRLF egg masses have potential to be present during
May. In addition, several mitigation measures have been provided below that would further reduce the
potential for impacts to steelhead and CRLF. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant with
recommended mitigation.

In addition to these sensitive species, several common species are expected to occur within the
project area.  Impacts to common species are expected to be minimal considering the limited area of
disturbance, proposed mitigation measures to avoid and minimize impacts to wildlife, and the
implementation of habitat mitigation and restoration activities, which will benefit species habitat in the
long-term. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant with recommended mitigation.

Pismo Creek serves as an important corridor for the movement of aquatic species. Surrounding
grassland, woodland, and chaparral habitats also help facilitate wildlife movement in the project area.
Dewatering and diversion of Pismo Creek and other construction activities would result in temporary
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impacts on wildlife movement within the creek, along adjacent riparian areas, and within other
proximate areas where construction related noise and disturbance activities may divert wildlife. These
impacts would be short-term and limited to the proposed construction period. Proposed restoration
and enhancement activities would ultimately provide beneficial impacts to wildlife movement within the
creek and in adjacent riparian areas due to the reestablishment of migratory habitat for steelhead and
improved breeding habitat for CRLF. Therefore, impacts to wildlife movement would be less than
significant with recommended mitigation.

Impacts to Oak Woodland. Impacts to oak trees may be evaluated as individual tree impacts or as a
habitat impact. CEQA affords special protection to oak woodlands (California Public Resources Code
Section 21083.4). To help define oak woodlands and when impacts are considered potentially
significant, the County of San Luis Obispo considers the following two questions:

1. Is the area where oaks are being impacted considered to have an oak canopy coverage area
of 10% or more?

2. If ‘yes’ to question #1, will 10% or more of the existing oak trees within the property boundary
be impacted by the project, or will more than 10 oak trees be removed (two impacted trees
count as one removed tree)?

In answering question #1, the oaks proposed for removal and/or impact are within an area considered
having a greater than 10% canopy coverage.

In answering question #2, the project will result in the removal of more than 10 trees (up to 18 to be
removed and up to 20 impacted would equate to 28 trees removed). Furthermore, as this is a part of
the larger Phase IV development, when all of the previously approved elements on this parcel are
also considered, the ‘10% of oaks on the property’ threshold may also be exceeded. Therefore,
impacts to oak woodland are considered potentially significant and mitigation has been recommended
to reduce potential impacts to less than significant. Oak woodland mitigation will also provide the
adequate mitigation to address the loss of individual trees.

Project construction would also require the removal of two mature sycamore trees. Impacts
associated with removal of mature trees would be significant but mitigable through application of
recommended measures.

Impacts to Nesting and Migratory Birds. Tree and vegetation removal could impact nesting birds
and/or birds protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. The removal of vegetation could directly
impact bird nests and eggs or young residing in nests. Noise and disturbance associated with
construction could also alter perching, foraging, and/or nesting behaviors, resulting in indirect impacts.
Impacts to these species would be considered significant but mitigable through application of the
recommended measures.

Introduction of Invasive Species. The project area includes sensitive plant communities and natural
riparian areas that are relatively free of invasive species and Freeport-McMoRan Oil & Gas currently
implements an oil field-wide weed abatement program to manage and minimize the presence of
weeds within the oil field. The ruderal and disturbed areas adjacent to the project site have the
potential to support several invasive species. Project construction activities would also require
removing and replacing soil that could contain seeds of invasive plant species. Disturbance of soil
containing invasive species seeds could facilitate the spread of invasive species in the project area;
however, these impacts could be mitigated through biological monitoring and habitat management
measures.

Mitigation/Conclusion.
To minimize potential significant impacts to sensitive biological resources within and surrounding the
project site, the following measures would be implemented.
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BIO/mm-1 County Environmental Monitor. Prior to issuance of a construction/ grading
permit, the applicant shall provide the funding for a County Environmental Monitor to oversee and
monitor compliance with County conditions of approval (COAs) and mitigated negative declaration
measures. The Environmental Monitor shall assist the County in condition compliance and
mitigation monitoring for all applicable construction, operational, and decommissioning stages of
the project, as specified in a scope of work, and as approved by the County Department of
Planning and Building.

The Environmental Monitor will prepare a working monitoring plan that reflects the County-
approved environmental mitigation measures/conditions of approval. This plan will include (1)
goals, responsibilities, authorities, and procedures for verifying compliance with environmental
mitigation measures; (2) lines of communication and reporting methods; (3) daily and weekly
reporting of compliance; (4) authority to stop work; and (5) action to be taken in the event of non-
compliance. The Environmental Monitor shall provide a work scope to the County for review and
approval. The entire expense of retaining and supervising the Environmental Monitor shall be paid
by the applicant.

The applicant shall also be responsible for funding work required by mitigation measures requiring
use of individuals with special expertise (e.g., botanist, wildlife biologist). The County’s
Environmental Monitor will coordinate with these experts to ensure their availability at appropriate
times (e.g., prior to issuance of construction permits, during construction or post-approval, etc.).

BIO/mm-2 Biologist. Prior to construction, the applicant shall retain a qualified biologist to
monitor construction activities and ensure compliance with measures within the project
environmental documents. Monitoring by the qualified biologist shall occur throughout the length of
construction or as directed by the County Environmental Monitor and regulatory agencies. Full-
time biological monitoring shall occur during vegetation removal and earthmoving activities.
Monitoring may be reduced to part time once construction activities are underway and the
potential for additional impacts are reduced, as determined appropriate by the County.

The qualified biologist shall prepare and submit weekly biological monitoring/progress reports to
the County Environmental Monitor to confirm field compliance with all conditions of approval and
mitigation requirements.

BIO/mm-3 Rainy Season. Construction activities shall be conducted outside of the rainy season
(November 1 through March 31) of any year. This provides a work window from April 1 to October
31 in any given year, or as otherwise directed by regulatory agencies. Deviations from this work
window can be made with permission from permitting regulatory agencies if it can be shown that
no additional environmental impacts would result.

BIO/mm-4 Sensitive Vegetation Protection. Prior to construction permit issuance, to protect
sensitive vegetation, the project plans shall clearly show the placement of sturdy construction
exclusion fencing along project limits where such vegetation exists. The fencing shall be installed
immediately prior to any ground disturbance. The balance of the project limits will be flagged as
off-limit areas. Flagging and fencing shall be kept in good working order during the entire
construction phase.

BIO/mm-5 Habitat Mitigation and Monitoring Plan. Prior to construction permit issuance, the
applicant shall prepare a comprehensive Habitat Mitigation and Monitoring Plan (HMMP)for
County review and approval to mitigate impacts to jurisdictional areas and sensitive vegetation
communities consistent with the following requirements. The final HMMP will include the specific
mitigation sites within Pismo Creek area, based on a minimum replacement of 3:1 for permanent
impacts and a minimum of 1:1 for temporary impacts, or as otherwise directed by regulatory
agencies.  Impacted areas of red/arroyo willow thickets shall be restored at a 1:1 ratio. Project
areas shall be revegetated with an assemblage of native riparian, wetland, and upland vegetation
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suitable for the area.  Locally collected plant materials shall be used to the extent practicable.
Exotic plants shall be controlled to the maximum extent practicable.  This measure shall be
implemented in all areas disturbed by activities associated with the project, unless the USACE, in
consultation with the USFWS and County, determine that it is not feasible or practical.  The HMMP
shall include ecologically based success criteria consistent with the Final Rule for Compensatory
Mitigation for Losses of Aquatic Resources, dated April 10, 2008.  The HMMP must be consistent
with federal and state regulatory requirements and shall be amended with any regulatory permit
conditions, as required. The applicant shall implement the HMMP during construction and
immediately following project completion.

BIO/mm-6 Best Management Practices. During construction, the applicant shall implement
standard Best Management Practices to reduce erosion and sedimentation, including but not
limited to the following:
a. Silt fencing, fiber rolls, and barriers (e.g., hay bales) shall be installed between the project site

and adjacent sensitive areas and waters.

b. No synthetic plastic mesh products shall be used in any erosion control materials.

c. At a minimum, silt fencing shall be checked and maintained on a daily basis throughout the
construction period.

d. The contractor shall also apply adequate dust control techniques, such as site watering,
during construction.

BIO/mm-7 Invasive Exotic Plants. During construction, the biological monitor(s) shall ensure
that the spread or introduction of invasive exotic plant species is avoided to the maximum extent
possible through the following measures:
a. Review and modification as appropriate of the existing Arroyo Grande Oil Field Weed Control

Plan. The Weed Control Plan shall be updated (as necessary) and shall be implemented
throughout the duration of project activities.

b. When practicable, invasive exotic plants in the project site shall be removed and properly
disposed.

c. The use of imported soils for fill shall be limited to the extent feasible.  Soils currently existing
on-site shall be used for fill material to the extent feasible.  If the use of imported fill material is
necessary, the imported material must be obtained from a source that is known to be free of
invasive plant species, or the material must consist of purchased clean material such as
crushed aggregate, sorted rock or similar materials.

d. As a post-construction activity, and a part of the annual survey for invasive plants, the project
limits will be surveyed. If presence of such species are found, hand removal of all invasive
species within the project area shall be conducted within 60 days of identification. Invasive
plant removal shall be done for at least two successive years after construction is completed.

BIO/mm-8 Trash. During construction, trash shall be contained, removed from the work site,
and disposed of regularly. Following construction, all trash and construction debris will be removed
from work areas and properly disposed of at a certified landfill. All vegetation removed from the
construction site shall be taken to a certified landfill to prevent the spread of invasive species. If
soil from weedy areas (such as areas with invasive exotic plant species) must be removed off-site,
the top 6 inches (in) (152 millimeters [mm]) containing the seed layer in areas with weedy species
shall be disposed of at a certified landfill.

BIO/mm-9 Pets. During construction, no pets shall be allowed on the construction site.

BIO/mm-10 Environmental Awareness Training. Prior to commencing work, each construction
and on-site management personnel shall participate in an environmental awareness training
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program conducted by the County-approved qualified biologist. The training program must include
a description of all sensitive species and sensitive habitats within the project area, including
aquatic species such as south-central California coast steelhead, CRLF, and western pond turtle,
their ecology, legal status, and the need for species conservation. New or additional construction
and on-site management personnel shall participate in subsequent environmental awareness
trainings, as necessary, prior to commencement of work activities.

BIO/mm-11 Steelhead. Prior to conducting any in-stream work activities, the applicant shall
retain a qualified biologist with experience in steelhead biology, aquatic habitats, biological
monitoring (including diversion/dewatering), and capturing, handling, and relocating fish species.
The biologist shall be approved by the County and NOAA Fisheries.

During in-stream work, the qualified biologist shall monitor placement and removal of any
required stream diversions to capture stranded steelhead and other native fish species and
relocate them to suitable habitat as appropriate. The biologist shall note the number of native fish
observed in the affected area, the number of fish relocated, and the date and time of the collection
and relocation and shall submit weekly monitoring reports to the County’s Environmental Monitor
to ensure compliance with regulatory permits and mitigation requirements.

BIO/mm-12 Dewatering. During in-stream work, if pumps are incorporated to assist in
temporarily dewatering the site, intakes shall be completely screened with no larger than 0.2-inch
wire mesh to prevent steelhead and other sensitive aquatic species from entering the pump
system. Pumps shall release the additional water to a settling basin allowing the suspended
sediment to settle out prior to re-entering the stream outside of the isolated area. The form and
function of all pumps used during the dewatering activities shall be checked daily, at a minimum,
by the County-approved qualified biologist to ensure a dry work environment and minimize
adverse effects to aquatic species and habitats. Effectiveness of this effort shall be incorporated
into the biologist’s weekly reports and include any remedial efforts determined appropriate to meet
the intent of the measure.

BIO/mm-13 Sedimentation and Erosion Control. During construction, the County-approved
qualified biologist shall monitor erosion and sediment controls to identify and correct any
conditions that could adversely affect sensitive aquatic species or habitats. Should non-
compliance become an issue, the biologist shall follow the Monitoring Plan protocol (see Bio/mm-
1) to resolve the issue and avoid/minimize significant adverse effects to sensitive species and
habitats, which may include the halting of work. As needed, the biologist shall consult with the
County’s Environmental Monitor.

BIO/mm-14 California Red-legged Frog. Prior to conducting any in-stream work, the applicant
shall retain a qualified biologist with experience in CRLF biology, aquatic habitats, biological
monitoring (including diversion/dewatering), and capturing, handling, and relocating CRLF and
other aquatic species. The qualified biologist shall be approved by the County, in consultation with
USFWS.

The qualified biologist shall survey the project area no more than 48 hours before the onset of
work activities. If any life stage of the CRLF is found and these individuals are likely to be killed or
injured by work activities, the approved biologist shall be allowed sufficient time to move them
from the site before work activities begin. The qualified biologist shall relocate CRLF the shortest
distance possible to a location that contains suitable habitat and that will not be affected by
activities associated with the project. The qualified biologist shall maintain detailed records of any
individuals that are moved (e.g., size, coloration, any distinguishing features, photographs [digital
preferred]). The qualified biologist shall prepare and submit weekly monitoring reports to the
County Environmental Monitor to ensure compliance with regulatory permit requirements,
conditions of approval, and mitigation requirements.

BIO/mm-15 Avoid Nesting Season. Prior to construction, the applicant shall schedule
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vegetation removal to occur between September 1 to February 14, outside of the nesting season
to the greatest extent possible.

BIO/mm-16 Pre-Construction Nesting Survey/Buffers.- Prior to construction, if construction
activities occur during the typical nesting season (February 15 to August 31), a nesting bird survey
shall be conducted by a qualified biologist(s) immediately prior to commencement of work
activities (but no more than two weeks prior to construction) to determine presence/absence of
nesting birds within the project area. Periodic subsequent spot-check surveys shall be completed
throughout the duration of construction activities in the nesting season to determine if new
nests are created within the work area subsequent to commencement of construction activities.

Work activities shall be avoided within 50 feet of active bird nests and 250 feet of active raptor
nests until young birds have fledged and left the nest. Readily visible exclusion zones shall be
established in areas where nests must be avoided. USFWS and CDFW shall be contacted if any
federally or state listed bird species’ nests are observed during surveys. Nests, eggs, or young of
birds covered by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and California Fish and Game Code may not be
moved or disturbed until the end of the nesting season or until young fledge, whichever is later,
nor can adult birds be killed, injured, or harassed at any time. In the event a variance to these
avoidance buffers is necessary, the applicant shall make a request for variance to the County
Environmental Monitor. Any variance shall require proof that no additional impact on nesting birds
would occur and approval of USFWS and CDFW.

BIO/mm-17 Bypass Intake. Prior to construction and throughout the duration of construction
activities, a 0.2-inch seine, of appropriate height to span from the channel bed to the water
surface and sufficient width to span from bank to bank, will be installed on the upstream side of
the bypass intake to prevent steelhead and CRLF from entering the site within the Pismo Creek
channel. The net will be monitored regularly for integrity and repaired immediately if breaches are
detected. Debris shall be removed from the net by the qualified biologist promptly upon detection.

BIO/mm-18 Entrapment Avoidance. During construction, any trenches or excavations left open
overnight will include an escape route for CRLF and other wildlife, or will be covered at the end of
each workday in a manner that prevents entry. Any covered excavations shall be checked
regularly for presence of any wildlife. Construction equipment and materials shall be covered (i.e.,
pipes, tubes, or other small enclosures shall be plugged or covered) to prevent entry and or use
by birds or other wildlife.

BIO/mm-19 CRLF Exclusion. During construction, in the event the qualified biologist finds CRLF
are entering the worksite despite the upstream block net, lateral blocking structures comprised of
silt fencing or plywood may be constructed to further reduce the potential for CRLF entering the
site.

BIO/mm-20 Tree Protection/Removal. Prior to construction permit issuance, applicable
drawings shall show all oak trees to be removed and impacted. Prior to any vegetation removal,
all mature trees within the project area shall be clearly marked for removal or protection/
avoidance. At such time, a final tally of oak trees to be removed (up to 18) and oak trees to be
impacted/trimmed (up to 20) shall be made and verified by the Environmental Monitor. The final
tally shall be used for oak woodland mitigation purposes (see BIO/mm-22). Temporary fencing
shall be installed around all trees to remain (wherever feasible, sturdy fencing shall be placed at
least 10 feet beyond the tree’s canopy edge/dripline), and kept in good working order for the
duration of the construction phase.

A certified arborist, approved by the County, shall be retained by the applicant to perform any
necessary trimming of tree limbs overhanging into the active construction zone or along access
routes between the construction zone and equipment staging areas. Trimming activities by the
certified arborist shall occur prior to access to the work areas by construction equipment to
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avoid and minimize the potential for inadvertent damage to oak tree limbs.

BIO/mm-21 Oak Woodlands. Based on the “final tally” (see BIO/mm-21), and prior to final
inspection, payment to the State Wildlife Conservation Board will be made at $970 per oak tree
that is removed and $485 per oak tree that is encroached upon or trimmed, but not removed, or as
otherwise required at project completion by the County.

BIO/mm-22 Riparian – Activities Excluded. During construction, all refueling, maintenance, and
cleaning of equipment and vehicles (with the exception of the crane, the pile driving hammer’s
power pack, and two compressors which are relatively immobile) shall occur at least 100 feet from
all on-site riparian habitat or water bodies and not in a location where a spill would drain directly
toward aquatic habitat. For the crane, the pile driving hammer’s power pack, and two
compressors, which are somewhat immobile, and refueling in place is proposed, the following
Best Management Practices shall be used:

• Pismo Creek will be dewatered upstream of the existing Hyla road crossing in advance of use
of this equipment for bridge construction activities.

• All refueling, maintenance and repair shall be performed in accordance with California
Stormwater Quality Association (CASQA) Standard NS-9.

• All work shall conform to the Arroyo Grande Oil Field Spill Prevention, Containment and
Countermeasures (SPCC) Plan.

• All work shall conform to the Arroyo Grande Production Facilities Emergency Response and
Action Plan.

• Third party fuel suppliers must have a Spill Contingency Plan, emergency spill kit, and
insurance at the time of transfer.

• During refueling, maintenance, and repair, drip pans or absorbent mats shall be used to
contain potential drips, spills, parts, or debris.

• During hours of non-operation, equipment shall be parked with drip pans or absorbent mats.
All fuel or maintenance fluid storage containers shall be stored at least 100 feet from the
riparian area or water bodies per CASQA Standard WM-1.

• Fuel trucks involved in the refueling process shall meet all applicable DOT standards (49
CFR).

• Fuel tank vents shall be closed, hoses secured and nozzles protected from drips prior to
mobilizing refueling trucks to and from equipment.

• Equipment shall be turned off prior to refueling.

• Two trained personnel shall oversee all refueling operations and maintain presence at all times
during refueling.

• Funnels shall be utilized when required.

• Refueling operations shall only be performed on level ground.

• Topping off shall be strictly prohibited.

• Gauges shall be inspected prior to refueling to ensure they are properly working.

• Capacity of tank shall be known prior to filling.

• A “dip-stick” will be used to confirm the approximate volume of fuel to be transferred.

• Hoses, fittings, and drip pans shall be inspected and maintained or repaired as necessary prior
to each refueling operation.

• Nozzles shall be operated by hand and not locked open and they will be hung and stored
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facing up.

• Nozzle contact shall be maintained with fill pipe at all times when refueling operations are
occurring.

• Nozzles shall be drip-dried before being removed from a tank and nozzles will be held upright
to prevent fuel from dripping out of the nozzle.

• Sufficient time shall be allotted for refueling operations.

• Absorbent pad material shall be stored onsite for use in the event of an accidental spill.

• Should a refueling spill or leak occur below the top of creek bank, the County shall be notified
immediately.  In addition, work shall stop in this area until it has been cleaned up and the
County concludes it poses no significant threat to the environment or groundwater table. As
applicable, other permitting agencies shall also be notified immediately.

• Applicant shall review 7-day weather forecasts daily. Should the forecast identify a high
probability of a large event, adequate precautions shall be taken, including the potential
temporary removal of all equipment within the top of creek banks, to ensure project elements
will not contaminate the creek from surface runoff and elevated creek flows.

Construction staging and vehicle refueling areas shall be clearly marked on project plans. The
County-approved qualified biologist shall ensure contamination of habitat does not occur during
such operations through regular vehicle and equipment checks for leaks and spills, development
of appropriate secondary containment devices in areas where leaks or spills are likely to occur,
and implementation of the Arroyo Grande Oil Field Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure
Plan (refer to HAZ/mm-1).  The biologist shall be present for all refueling of the crane, the pile
driving hammer’s power pack, and two compressors. Prior to commencement of work, the
County Department of Planning and Building shall ensure that an adequate plan is in place for
prompt and effective response to any accidental spills (refer to HAZ/mm-1). Prior to grading and
construction, all workers shall be informed of the importance of preventing spills and of the
appropriate measures to take should a spill occur. County Environmental Monitor shall regularly
provide field inspections while any immobile equipment is within the top of creek banks. The
County monitor shall be present daily should any work be done during the rainy season, or
immediately before and after any rain event outside of the rainy season to verify BMPs are in good
working order and compliance with this condition is met.

BIO/mm-23 Slope Restoration. Topographic contours shall be restored to blend with or match the
adjacent contours at the end of the project activities. This measure shall be implemented in all
areas disturbed by activities associated with the project, unless the USFWS and County determine
that it is not feasible or modification of contours would benefit sensitive species, including CRLF.

BIO/mm-24 Pile Driving. At the commencement of pile driving activities, the applicant shall
measure underwater sound levels at locations immediately upstream of the upstream block net
and immediately downstream of the downstream block net. Measurements will be taken by a
hydrophone or other appropriate instrument approved by NOAA Fisheries. In the event measured
sound levels exceed threshold levels utilized by NOAA Fisheries (206 dB peak and 150 dB
effective quiet), pile driving activities shall be immediately stopped and NOAA Fisheries and the
County Department of Planning and Building consulted. At such time, the project applicant may be
required to implement additional hydroacoustic impact minimization measures, as directed by
NOAA Fisheries, including use of alternative methods of pile installation, limiting the daily duration
of pile driving activities, situating the blocking nets farther from the pile driving locations in areas
where measured sound levels are confirmed to be within acceptable levels, and other techniques
as may be recommended by the County or NOAA Fisheries. Pile driving activities shall not be
permitted to continue unless measured sound levels in adjacent creek areas accessible to
steelhead and other aquatic species confirm hydroacoustic sound levels are within the acceptable
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range.

BIO/mm-25 Agency Permits. Prior to issuance of a grading permit, the applicant shall provide
copies of all required regulatory approvals and permits to the County, such as a Section 404
permit from USACE, Section 401 Water Quality Certification from the RWQCB, and Section 1600
Streambed Alteration Agreement from CDFW.

See also N/mm-1 for limited construction hours.

With the incorporation of these measures, residual impacts to biological resources would be less than
significant.

5. CULTURAL RESOURCES
Will the project:

Potentially
Significant

Impact can
& will be
mitigated

Insignificant
Impact

Not
Applicable

a) Disturb archaeological resources?

b) Disturb historical resources?

c) Disturb paleontological resources?

d) Other:

Setting. The project is located in an area historically occupied by the Obispeno Chumash. No
historic structures are present.

The project site includes areas within a blue line creek (Pismo Creek).  Potential for the presence or
regular activities of the Native American increases in close proximity to reliable water sources (most
common within 300 feet). Pismo Creek is a perennial source of water. ‘Pismu’ means ‘tar’ in Obispeno
Chumash, and is likely the origin of name ‘Pismo’ used in the area. Surface oil and tar seeps existed
in the area prior to oil development. Thick tars were applied by the Chumash to seal their canoes and
make them ocean worthy.

Previous cultural surveys (Phase I surface survey and records search) have been prepared for the
Arroyo Grande Oil Field facility, including the subject project boundaries. Previous archaeological
survey work identified one prehistoric site in the project vicinity, a portion of which exists within the
project area boundaries. The site is described as a prehistoric habitation site comprised of a dense
concentration of marine shellfish fragments and a few flakes stone artifacts, which were primarily
observed in disturbed contexts. The site has been heavily disturbed by the construction of roads,
large graded well pads and wells, drilling activities, grading and placement of artificial fill material,
power poles and other infrastructure.

The project area is also within the designated Juan Bautista de Anza Historic Trail Corridor; though
the expedition is not believed to have camped near the project site.

The County LUO includes a provision for work to stop should any cultural resources be unearthed
during excavation. In the event human remains are discovered, California state law requires that there
be no further excavation or disturbance at the site or nearby areas until the coroner of the County in
which the remains are discovered has made the necessary findings as to origin and disposition
pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 5097.98. If the remains are determined to be of Native
American decent, the coroner has 24 hours to notify the Native American Heritage Commission,
which will determine and notify a most likely descendant (California Health and Safety Code Section
7050.5).

The Geotechnical Engineering Feasibility Report prepared for the project (Earth Systems Pacific
2013) reflects that the project site is underlain with alluvium to depths ranging between 42.5 and 49
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feet, and then sandstone and conglomeritic sandstone bedrock of the Edna Member of the Pismo
Formation (Earth Systems Pacific 2013). Where the Pismo Formation is exposed at the site, it
comprises the Edna Member, and outcrops of the conglomerate sandstone unit of the Edna Member
were noted in the vicinity of the new bridge location. Based on the EIR prepared for Phase IV
development at the Arroyo Grande Oil Field, the presence of both vertebrate and invertebrate fossils
have been documented in the major submembers of the Edna member. Therefore, the entire
geological unit is considered to have the potential to contain scientifically important vertebrate and
invertebrate fossils (Padre Associates, Inc. 2008).

Impact. Surface and subsurface investigations on both banks of Pismo Creek in the project area did
not reveal the presence of any cultural material within the areas of proposed disturbance associated
with the proposed Hyla Crossing Replacement Project. All positive survey observations were limited
to areas of the prehistoric site delineated outside of the Hyla Crossing project area. However, surface
visibility within the project area was very low (less than 5 percent) due to the extent of existing
vegetation and subsurface test pits were not placed at regular intervals due to dense vegetation and
access constraints.

The applicant proposes to utilize existing graded/disturbed areas in the project area for temporary
construction staging and laydown, thereby minimizing the areas of disturbance and potential for
disturbance of resources. However, due to the known presence of a recorded prehistoric site and
known cultural sensitivities in the project vicinity, there is a potential for disturbance of unknown
subsurface resources during project construction and earthmoving activities.

It is unlikely that there would be any artifacts from the Anza expedition within the historic corridor at
the project location due to the very transitory nature of the expedition, lack of a camp near the project
site, and extent of existing surface disturbance.

Mitigation was identified in the Phase IV EIR to reduce the potential for incidental destruction or
alteration of fossils or the stratigraphic integrity of fossils as a result of construction activities, such as
grading and excavation. These measures have been updated with the County’s standard mitigation
requirements and incorporated below to reduce potential significant impacts to paleontological
resources.

Mitigation/Conclusion.
To minimize the potential for significant effects associated with the unanticipated disturbance of
unknown archaeological resources, the following measures shall be implemented.

Archaeological Resources

CR/mm-1 Cultural Resources – Monitoring Plan. Prior to issuance of a grading permit, the
applicant shall submit an ‘Archaeological Resources Monitoring Plan’, prepared by a qualified
archaeologist, for review and approval by the County Department of Planning and Building. The
intent of this plan is to monitor all earth-disturbing activities in areas identified as potentially
sensitive for cultural resources, per the approved monitoring plan. The Plan shall describe the
methods and procedures to be utilized during all earth-disturbing activities associated with the
Hyla Crossing Replacement Project. The monitoring plan shall include at a minimum:

a. list of personnel involved in the monitoring activities;

b. inclusion of involvement of the Native American community, as appropriate;

c. description of how the monitoring shall occur;

d. description of frequency of monitoring (e.g., full-time, part time, spot checking);

e. recommended excavation and vegetation clearing methods to be utilized;

f. description of what resources are expected to be encountered;
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g. description of circumstances that would result in the halting of work at the project site (e.g.,
What is considered “significant” archaeological resources?);

h. description of procedures for halting work on the site and notification procedures;

i. provisions defining education of the construction crew;

j. protocol for treating unanticipated finds; and,

k. description of monitoring reporting procedures.

As applicable, all recommendations shall be put on applicable construction drawings and
implemented during construction.

CR/mm-2 Cultural Resources – Construction Monitoring. During all initial ground
disturbing construction activities, the applicant shall retain a county-qualified archaeologist to
monitor all earth disturbing activities, per the approved Archaeological Resources Monitoring Plan.
The archaeologist shall recommend methods of initial excavation and vegetation clearing, which
shall be implemented by the applicant. Upon the conclusion of vegetation removal, the exposed
ground surface shall be surveyed for potentially intact archaeological resources by the
archaeologist. Surface inspection shall be augmented with shovel test pits or similar techniques as
determined necessary by the archaeologist. The timing and duration of the monitoring may be
adjusted during project implementation by the archaeologist, in consultation with the County
Department of Planning and Building.

CR/mm-3 Worker Training. Prior to ground disturbance and construction activities, the
designated archaeologist shall provide cultural resources awareness training to all field crews and
field supervisors. This training will include a description of the types of resources that may be
found in the project area, the protocols to be used in the event of an unanticipated discovery, the
importance of cultural resources to the Native American community, and the laws protecting
significant archaeological and historical sites. In addition, the applicant shall provide all field
supervisors with maps showing those areas sensitive for potential buried resources.

CR/mm-4 Cultural Resource – Monitoring Report. During construction, the qualified
archaeologist shall prepare monthly progress reports to be filed with the applicant and the County
of San Luis Obispo. Upon completion of all monitoring/mitigation activities, and prior to final
inspection, the designated archaeologist shall submit a report to the Environmental Coordinator
summarizing all monitoring/mitigation activities and confirming that all recommended mitigation
measures have been met.

CR/mm-5 Human Remains – Discovery. Prior to issuance of a grading permit, the
requirements of California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5, regarding the discovery of
human remains, shall be noted on project plans. Prior to construction activities, the
requirements of California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 shall be reviewed during
cultural resources awareness training as described in CR/mm-3. Should human remains be
encountered, work shall stop in the vicinity until the issue has been resolved per this Code.

Paleontological Resources

CR/mm-6 Paleontological Monitoring and Treatment Plan. Prior to issuance of a grading
permit, the applicant shall retain a County-approved paleontologist to prepare a Paleontological
Monitoring and Treatment Plan (Plan), and submit the Plan to the County for review and approval.
The Plan shall be based on ‘Society of Vertebrate Paleontology (SVP) guidelines’ and meet all
regulatory requirements. The County-approved paleontologist shall have a Master’s Degree or
Ph.D. in paleontology, shall have knowledge of the local paleontology, and shall be familiar with
paleontological procedures and techniques. The Plan shall identify construction impact areas of
moderate to high sensitivity for encountering potential paleontological resources and the
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shallowest depths at which those resources may be encountered. The Plan shall detail the criteria
to be used to determine whether an encountered resource is significant, and if it should be
avoided or recovered for its data potential. The Plan shall also detail methods of recovery,
preparation and analysis of specimens, final curation of specimens at a federally accredited
repository, data analysis, and reporting.

The Plan shall outline a coordination strategy to ensure that a County-approved paleontological
monitor will conduct full-time monitoring of all grading activities in the “deeper” sediments
determined to have a moderate to high sensitivity. For sediments of low or undetermined
sensitivity, the Plan shall determine what level of monitoring is necessary. Sediments with no
sensitivity will not require paleontological monitoring.

The Plan shall define specific conditions in which monitoring of earthwork activities could be
reduced and/or depth criteria established to trigger monitoring. These factors shall be defined by
the project paleontological resource specialist, following examination of sufficient, representative
excavations. As specified in the Plan, approved measures shall be implemented during
construction.

CR/mm-7 Paleontology Construction Monitoring. During construction, based on the
Mitigation Measure CR/mm-6 (Paleontological Monitoring and Treatment Plan), the applicant shall
conduct construction monitoring by a County-approved paleontological monitor as specified in the
Plan. This shall include monitoring during rough grading and trenching in areas determined to
have moderate to high paleontological sensitivity and which have the potential to be shallow
enough to be adversely affected by such earthwork. Sediments of low, marginal undetermined
sensitivity shall be monitored by a County-approved paleontological monitor on a part-time basis
(as determined by the County-approved paleontologist).

CR/mm-8 Paleontological Data Recovery. Construction activities shall be diverted when data
recovery of significant fossils is warranted, as determined by the County-approved paleontologist.
Prior to final inspection, if avoidance of significant paleontological resources is not feasible
during grading, treatment (including recovery, specimen preparation, data analysis, curation, and
reporting) shall be carried out by the applicant, in accordance with the approved Paleontological
Monitoring and Treatment Plan per Mitigation Measure CR/mm-6 (Paleontological Monitoring and
Treatment Plan), which shall at minimum include the following:

a. If the discovery meets the criteria for a fossil locality, formal locality documentation activities
will be performed.

b. If microfossil localities are discovered, locality documentation activities shall include the
collection of matrix material for processing. These activities may include use of equipment to
excavate fossil-containing soils, and establishment of stockpiles away from the construction
area. Testing of stockpiles shall consist of screen washing small samples (200 pounds) to
determine if fossils are present. Productive tests shall result in screen washing of additional
matrix from the stockpiles to a maximum of 6000 pounds per locality.

c. Fossils recovered shall be prepared, identified and cataloged, and donated to an accredited
repository approved by the County of San Luis Obispo. Any resources determined not to meet
significance criteria shall be offered to local schools for use in educational programs.

CR/mm-9 Paleontological Construction Personnel Training. Prior to the initiation of
construction or ground-disturbing activities, all construction personnel shall be trained
regarding the recognition of possible subsurface paleontological resources and protection of all
paleontological resources during construction grading. The County-approved paleontologist shall
complete training for all applicable personnel. Training shall inform all applicable personnel of the
procedures to be followed upon the discovery of paleontological materials.

All personnel shall be instructed that unauthorized collection or disturbance of protected fossils on
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or offsite by the applicant, its representatives, or employees will not be allowed. Violators shall be
subject to prosecution under the appropriate State and federal laws. Unauthorized resource
collection or disturbance may constitute grounds for the issuance of a stop work order. The
following issues shall be addressed in training or in preparation for construction:

a. All construction contracts shall include clauses that require grading personnel to attend
training so that they are aware of the potential for inadvertently exposing subsurface
paleontological resources, their responsibility to avoid and protect all such resources, and the
penalties for collection, vandalism, or inadvertent destruction of paleontological resources.

b. A County-approved paleontologist shall provide a background briefing for supervisory
personnel describing the potential for exposing paleontological resources, the location of any
potential paleontological resources, and procedures and notifications required in the event of
discoveries by project personnel or paleontological monitors. Supervisory personnel shall
enforce restrictions on collection or disturbance of fossils.

c. Upon discovery of paleontological resources by paleontologists or construction personnel,
work in the immediate area of the find shall be diverted until cleared by the project
paleontologist. Once the find has been inspected and a preliminary assessment made by the
paleontologist, the County will be notified. The applicant shall then proceed with data recovery
in accordance with the approved Treatment Plan and approval of the Environmental
Coordinator.

CR/mm-10 Paleontological Resources – Monitoring Report. During construction, the qualified
paleontologist shall prepare monthly progress reports to be filed with the applicant and the County
of San Luis Obispo. Upon completion of all monitoring/mitigation activities, and prior to final
inspection, the designated paleontologist shall submit the final report which shall include a list of
resources recovered, documentation of each site/locality, interpretation of resources recovered
and shall include all specialist’s reports as appendices. It will also summarize all monitoring/
mitigation activities and confirming that all recommended mitigation measures have been met.

Incorporation of these measures would reduce potential impacts to cultural resources to less than
significant levels.

6. GEOLOGY AND SOILS
Will the project:

Potentially
Significant

Impact can
& will be
mitigated

Insignificant
Impact

Not
Applicable

a) Result in exposure to or production of
unstable earth conditions, such as
landslides, earthquakes, liquefaction,
ground failure, land subsidence or
other similar hazards?

b) Be within a California Geological
Survey “Alquist-Priolo” Earthquake
Fault Zone”, or other known fault
zones*?

c) Result in soil erosion, topographic
changes, loss of topsoil or unstable soil
conditions from project-related
improvements, such as vegetation
removal, grading, excavation, or fill?
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6. GEOLOGY AND SOILS
Will the project:

Potentially
Significant

Impact can
& will be
mitigated

Insignificant
Impact

Not
Applicable

d) Include structures located on expansive
soils?

e) Be inconsistent with the goals and
policies of the County’s Safety Element
relating to Geologic and Seismic
Hazards?

f) Preclude the future extraction of
valuable mineral resources?

g) Other:

* Per Division of Mines and Geology Special Publication #42

Setting. The following relates to the project's geologic aspects or conditions:

Topography: Nearly level to steeply sloping

Within County’s Geologic Study Area?: No

Landslide Risk Potential: Low to high

Liquefaction Potential: Low to moderate

Nearby potentially active faults?: No Distance? Not applicable

Area known to contain serpentine or ultramafic rock or soils?: Potentially

Shrink/Swell potential of soil: Low

Other notable geologic features? Within Energy Extraction designation due to the known oil
reserves below ground.

This geologic setting section relies predominantly on a Geotechnical Engineering Feasibility Report
prepared for the project (Earth Systems Pacific 2013). The project site is within the Coast Ranges
geologic and geomorphic province. This province consists of north-northwest trending sedimentary,
volcanic, and igneous rocks. It starts at the Transverse Ranges south and extends into northern
California. Rocks of the Coast Ranges province are predominantly of Jurassic and Cretaceous age,
although some pre-Jurassic rocks and Paleocene-age to recent sediments are also present. Within
southern San Luis Obispo County, the Coast Ranges province is dominated by the San Luis Range,
an elongated, northwest trending mountain range generally composed of Miocene and Pliocene
marine sedimentary bedrock formations.

The geologic structure in the project vicinity consists of northwest-southeast trending faults and folds
(anticlines and synclines). The project area consists of alluvium to depths ranging from 42.5 to 49 feet
below the surface. The alluvial soils are generally loose with isolated lenses of medium dense
materials, cobbles, and isolated layers of organic matter. Below the alluvium, the site consists of
sandstone and congolmeritic sandstone bedrock of the Edna Member of the Pismo Formation at
depths ranging from 42.5 to 49 feet below the surface.

On-site soils consist of Arnold loamy sand (5 to 15 percent slopes) based on the Natural Resources
Conservation Service’s Web Soil Survey (U.S. Department of Agriculture, available at
http://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm). This soil type is described in Section 2,
Agricultural Resources, above.

Groundwater was encountered in exploratory borings at depths ranging from 7.5 to 15 feet. The



County of San Luis Obispo, Initial Study Page 26

project site is also mapped within the APCD’s naturally occurring asbestos (NOA) zone.

Regulatory Policies. In addition to the California Structure Building Code, the County’s Safety
Element and Land Use Ordinance (LUO) provide guidance for new development in areas with soil or
geologic challenges. The County’s Safety Element includes goals, policies, and standards to minimize
the potential for loss of life and property resulting from geologic and seismic hazards.

The County’s Land Use Ordinance includes provisions to address geological problem areas,
drainage, and sedimentation and erosion control. Portions of the project boundaries are within a ‘high’
landslide area, and most development over such areas is subject to the preparation of a geological
report per the County’s Land Use Ordinance [LUO section 22.14.070 (c)], to evaluate the area’s
geological stability. The County’s LUO and Framework for Planning recognize this area for its oil
extraction capabilities through the Energy and Extractive Resource Area (EX) overlay and Ordinance
provisions for Petroleum Resource Development (Sec. 22.34).

Impact. The project would replace an existing culvert crossing structure over Pismo Creek through
minor approach road realignment and installation of a new structure at an adjacent location. The
project would require the total disturbance of approximately 2.51 acres (0.15 acre of permanent
disturbance). The Geotechnical Engineering Feasibility Study prepared for the project identified
potential geologic concerns associated with static settlement, dynamic settlement and lateral
spreading due to liquefaction, scour, and the foundation type to support the bridge’s abutments and
bents. The Feasibility Study made preliminary geotechnical recommendations for conceptual use only
and to be used in the development of a design-level geotechnical reports for use in preparing plans
and specifications for the Hyla Crossing project. The design-level geotechnical report would
incorporate generally accepted engineering standards, including all standards of the California
Structure Building Code. Compliance with the recommendations of the design-level geotechnical
report would indicate that risks to people and structures, including those associated with unstable soil
conditions, would be properly safeguarded against, through implementation of appropriate
engineering standards and design techniques.

Construction of the new Hyla crossing would also result in short-term increases in erosion and
sedimentation resulting from earth-moving operations and exposed soils. Severe erosion could occur
if surface runoff is uncontrolled, particularly on and adjacent to steep fill slopes adjacent to the creek
channel. These effects would adversely affect Pismo Creek by increasing its sediment load, as
described in Section C4, Biological Resources, above. The applicant would be required to reduce risk
of increased erosion and sedimentation through preparation and/or implementation of erosion control,
grading, and stormwater pollution prevention plans, as required by the LUO and Regional Water
Quality Control Board regulations.

The project is proposed in an area known to potentially contain serpentine or ultramafic rock, which
can contain NOA. Based on the SLOAPCD CEQA Air Quality Handbook (2012) and the Air
Resources Board’s Air Toxics Control Measure for Construction, Grading, Quarrying, and Surface
Mining Operations, a geologic investigation is required to determine if NOA is present within the
proposed area of disturbance.

A Sediment and Erosion Control Plan (SECP) and Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP)
were required as conditions of the approved Phase IV development activities at the Arroyo Grande Oil
Field. The Hyla Crossing Replacement Project will be subject a number of similar regulations and
requirements to address drainage, sedimentation and erosion control, and surface water quality.
Compliance may be feasible through implementation of the existing SECP and SWPPP. Alternatively,
new plans would need to be prepared for the proposed project.

The project would replace the existing Hyla culvert crossing with an all-weather bridge on a slightly
modified alignment, thereby improving access to the Hyla extension lease area. The new structure
would not substantially interfere with existing resource extraction at the Arroyo Grande Oil Field and
would not preclude the future extraction of valuable mineral resources at the project site. In addition,
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the proposed structure would provide for all-weather access.

Mitigation/Conclusion. To minimize the potential for significant effects associated with the soils and
geologic conditions, the following measures shall be implemented.

GEO/mm-1 Geotechnical Report. Prior to issuance of a grading permit, the applicant shall
submit a design-level geotechnical report to the County Department of Planning and Building for
review and approval. The geotechnical report shall be prepared by a qualified, registered civil
engineer or other qualified professional licensed by the state to perform such work. The plan shall
incorporate and conform to all applicable requirements of the latest edition of the California
Building Code and American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO)
requirements, including applicable AASHTO Load and Resistance Factor Design (LRFD) Bridge
Design Specifications, Caltrans Load Factor Design (LFD) Bridge Design Specifications, and
Caltrans Seismic Design Criteria (SDC). During construction, the applicant shall incorporate all
design and engineering recommendations within the geotechnical report to meet or exceed
current engineering standards.

GEO/mm-2 Grading Plan. Prior to issuance of a grading permit, the applicant shall provide a
grading plan that meets the requirements of Section 22.52.100 of the San Luis Obispo County
Land Use Ordinance. The grading plan shall be prepared by a qualified, registered civil engineer
or other qualified professional licensed by the state to perform such work, and shall be subject to
review and approval by the County Department of Planning and Building, in consultation with the
County Public Works Department. Construction and grading work shall be completed according to
the approved grading plan.

GEO/mm-3 Drainage Plan. Prior to issuance of a grading permit, the applicant shall provide a
drainage plan that meets the requirements of Section 22.52.110 of the San Luis Obispo County
Land Use Ordinance. The drainage plan shall be prepared by a registered civil engineer and
subject to review and approval by the County Department of Planning and Building, in consultation
with the County Public Works Department. Construction and grading work shall be completed
according to the approved drainage plan.

GEO/mm-4 Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan. Prior to issuance of a grading permit,
the applicant shall provide an erosion and sedimentation control plan that meets the requirements
of Section 22.52.120 of the San Luis Obispo County Land Use Ordinance. The erosion and
sedimentation control plan shall identify how disturbed soils will be stabilized to prevent wind and
water erosion during construction and immediately after construction until the revegetation
activities are commenced. The plan shall include temporary best management practices (BMPs)
to be installed during the rainy season that may include, but are not limited to, use of mulch, soil
stabilizers, or other recognized surface stabilization measures determined to be compatible with
project area sensitive species. The plan shall include standard provisions for dust control by water
truck (LUO Sec. 22.52.160 - Construction Procedures) or periodic application of soil stabilizers
during construction. Construction and grading work shall be completed according to the approved
sedimentation and erosion control plan.

GEO/mm-5 Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan. Prior to issuance of a grading permit, the
applicant shall provide the County evidence that a stormwater pollution prevention plan has been
prepared (or modified) meeting RWQCB standards and prior to construction, implemented on
site. The SWPPP shall be retained on-site during construction.

GEO/mm-6 Rainy Season. All reasonable efforts will be made to conduct all construction activities
within the dry season (April 15 through October 15). If construction activities outside of the dry
season are necessary, implementation of Best Management Practices (BMPs) per the approved
erosion and sedimentation control plan is required prior to the start of the rainy season or ground
clearing activities. In addition, the applicant must demonstrate that no additional biological
resource impacts would result (see BIO/mm-3).
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GEO/mm-7 Naturally Occurring Asbestos. Naturally Occurring Asbestos (NOA) has been
identified as a toxic air contaminant by the California Air Resources Board (ARB). Under the ARB
Air Toxics Control Measure (ATCM) for Construction, Grading, Quarrying, and Surface Mining
Operations, prior to any grading activities a geologic evaluation should be conducted to
determine if NOA is present within the area that will be disturbed. If NOA is not present, an
exemption request must be filed with the APCD. If NOA is found at the site, the applicant must
comply with all requirements outlined in the Asbestos ATCM. This may include development of an
Asbestos Dust Mitigation Plan and an Asbestos Health and Safety Program for approval by the
APCD.

Incorporation of these measures would reduce potential impacts related to geologic conditions and
soils to less than significant levels.

7. HAZARDS & HAZARDOUS
MATERIALS - Will the project:

Potentially
Significant

Impact can
& will be
mitigated

Insignificant
Impact

Not
Applicable

a) Create a hazard to the public or the
environment through the routine
transport, use, or disposal of hazardous
materials?

b) Create a hazard to the public or the
environment through reasonably
foreseeable upset and accident
conditions involving the release of
hazardous materials into the
environment?

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle
hazardous or acutely hazardous
materials, substances, or waste within
¼-mile of an existing or proposed
school?

d) Be located on, or adjacent to, a site
which is included on a list of hazardous
material/waste sites compiled pursuant
to Gov’t Code 65962.5 (“Cortese List”),
and result in an adverse public health
condition?

e) Impair implementation or physically
interfere with an adopted emergency
response or evacuation plan?

f) If within the Airport Review designation,
or near a private airstrip, result in a
safety hazard for people residing or
working in the project area?

g) Increase fire hazard risk or expose
people or structures to high wildland
fire hazard conditions?
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7. HAZARDS & HAZARDOUS
MATERIALS - Will the project:

Potentially
Significant

Impact can
& will be
mitigated

Insignificant
Impact

Not
Applicable

h) Be within a ‘very high’ fire hazard
severity zone?

i) Be within an area classified as a ‘state
responsibility’ area as defined by
CalFire?

j) Other:

Setting
Pursuant to the Environmental Impact Report prepared for Phase IV development (Padre Associates,
Inc. 2004), the Arroyo Grande Oil Field has supported oil well drilling and production activities since
1886. The crude oil-producing zone at the Arroyo Grande oil field is relatively shallow, at an average
of depth of 750 feet. The produced oil has an oil gravity of 13 to 15 degrees API, which is considered
heavy crude with high viscosity. The oil has a temperature of 90 to 100 degrees Fahrenheit when it is
produced from the wells.

Crude oil produced from the field is trucked off-site and then off-loaded to a pipeline to goes to a
refinery. At the time of preparation of the Phase IV EIR in 2004, crude oil production was
approximately 1,900 barrels of oil per day (BOPD) and natural gas production was approximately 1.5
million standard cubic feet per day (MMSCFD).

The 2004 Phase IV EIR reported that seven reportable spills had occurred in the Arroyo Grande Oil
Field in the preceding five years. The spills were mostly of small volume, less than five barrels (1
barrel = 42 gallons).

In June 2011, a spill from a tank containing 50 percent sodium hydroxide solution occurred within the
overall oil field boundary. Approximately 4,000 gallons of the solution flowed across the site and into a
tributary to Pismo Creek. After multiple-agency coordination (RWQCB, Environmental Health, CDFW),
cleanup activities were commenced, including testing of soil, sediment, and surface water and
removal of contaminated soil and sediment. As part of the cleanup effort, 1,050 tons of soil was
excavated and disposed of at the Clean Harbors disposal facility in Buttonwillow, California.
Groundwater was not affected by the spill, and confirmation testing of soil, sediment, and surface
water confirmed that cleanup goals were met.  The site cleanup was considered closed by all affected
agencies in May 2012.

No other cleanup sites are identified in the State Water Resources Control Board’s GeoTracker
database or California Department of Toxic Substances Control’s EnviroStor database.

State Responsibility Area. The project is within a ‘State Responsibility Area’ (SRA), which indicates
that fire protection responsibilities fall under the jurisdiction of Cal Fire. Within San Luis Obispo
County, Cal Fire is responsible for wildland fire protection of almost 1.5 million acres. The County has
contracted with Cal Fire to provide protection of structures within the rural unincorporated areas.
Recent state legislation (AB X1-29) has also established a property owner fee to help offset the costs
of protecting structures within the wildland areas.

The project site is within the Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone.  Based on the County’s fire
response time map, it will take approximately 0-5 minutes to respond to a call regarding fire or life
safety. The Arroyo Grande Oil Field is currently operating under approved fire safety and emergency
response plans, which include the existing industrial activities and infrastructure. Plans currently in
place to reduce impacts related to hazards, hazardous materials, and potential spills include:
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 Arroyo Grande Production Facility Emergency Response Action Plan
 Hazardous Materials Business Plan
 Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plan
 Arroyo Grande Production Facility Fire Safety Plan, and
 Vegetation Management Plan.

The Emergency Response Action Plan is subject to annual review and approval by Cal Fire, County
Fire, and County Environmental Health. The applicant also participates in annual inspections and
annual training exercises with Cal Fire on procedures for a petroleum or hydrogen sulfide emergency.

A portion of the project’s footprint is within the 100-year Flood Hazard ‘combining designation’ (FH)
associated with Pismo Creek. The project is not within any Airport Review area or within 0.25 mile of
any school.

Impact
Hazardous materials. Although the project is within an area historically and currently used for the
production and transport of hazardous materials, the Hyla Crossing Replacement Project would not
increase or otherwise alter existing operational uses within the oil field. No new production activities or
transport of hazardous materials would result from the project.

Construction of the proposed crossing and approach roads would include the use, storage, and
transport of small amounts of hazardous materials, such as oils, solvents and lubricants and other
similar products used for machinery and vehicle maintenance. Construction activities proposed are
typical of construction activities in general, and implementation of the existing Arroyo Grande
Production Facility Emergency Response Action Plan, Hazardous Materials Business Plan, and Spill
Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plan are expected to adequately reduce potential impacts
related to accidental spill of hazardous materials to less than significant.

Prior to project development, the existing plans would be reviewed for adequacy and application to
the proposed Hyla Crossing Replacement Project. Construction activities would also be subject to
standard requirements for the handling of hazardous materials.

Upon completion, the elevated bridge would not be subject to the periodic flooding that exists with the
current crossing, thereby reducing the potential for spills and/or accidents during higher creek flows.

Fire Safety. The project would not result in development of a new use at the project site or any
habitable structures. Construction activities have the potential to increase fire hazards due to the use
of equipment and fuels in proximity to vegetation and other flammable matter and the potential for
accidental ignition. However, it is anticipated that the existing Arroyo Grande Production Facility Fire
Safety Plan will be adequate to minimize such risks to less than significant levels. The fire safety plan
will be reviewed for adequacy and applicability to the Hyla Crossing Replacement Project prior to
project development.

The new crossing would be designed to accommodate 100-year storm flows; therefore, hazards
associated with flooding would be less than significant. The project would improve access within the
oil field and is not expected to conflict with any regional emergency response or evacuation plan.

Mitigation/Conclusion. To minimize the potential for significant effects associated with hazards and
hazardous materials, the following measures shall be implemented.

HAZ/mm-1 Emergency Response and Fire Safety Plans. Prior to issuance of a grading
permit, the applicant shall review, modify as appropriate, and submit emergency response and
fire safety plans for review and approval by the County Department of Planning and Building (in
consultation with other County departments with jurisdiction), including the following:

• Arroyo Grande Production Facility Emergency Response Action Plan;

• Hazardous Materials Business Plan;
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• Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plan; and

• Arroyo Grande Production Facility Fire Safety Plan.

If any of the materials proposed for use during project construction is not already addressed in the
facility’s existing plans, the applicant would be required to amend the plan(s) subject to approval
by the County Department of Planning and Building, Cal Fire, and the County Environmental
Health Division prior to the issuance of a grading permit. The applicant would then be required
to follow such plans throughout project construction activities.

Incorporation of these measures would reduce potential impacts related to hazards and hazardous
materials to less than significant levels.

8. NOISE
Will the project:

Potentially
Significant

Impact can
& will be
mitigated

Insignificant
Impact

Not
Applicable

a) Expose people to noise levels that
exceed the County Noise Element
thresholds?

b) Generate permanent increases in the
ambient noise levels in the project
vicinity?

c) Cause a temporary or periodic increase
in ambient noise in the project vicinity?

d) Expose people to severe noise or
vibration?

e) If located within the Airport Review
designation or adjacent to a private
airstrip, expose people residing or
working in the project area to severe
noise levels?

f) Other:

Setting. The project is within an existing oil field with a higher ambient noise level when compared to
other more typical rural areas. Within the Arroyo Grande Oil Field, heavy equipment is used
periodically throughout the site generating loud noise (e.g., heavy equipment, night time drilling). The
proposed project is not within close proximity of any sensitive noise receptors (e.g., residences) and
none are located within the larger oil field boundaries. The closest residences are approximately 0.6
mile to the northeast.

Based on the Noise Element’s projected future noise generation from known stationary and vehicle-
generated noise sources, the project is not within any known areas with potentially or periodically high
noise levels. The closest known non-project noise source is the Union Pacific Railroad approximately
350 feet to the east of the proposed replacement crossing. Eastern portions of the project area are
within the 60 dB noise contour associated with the railroad.

Behrens and Associates, Inc. prepared a Pile Driving Noise Assessment for the project (Behrens and
Associates 2013). Ambient noise levels were measured at various sensitive receptor locations
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surrounding the Arroyo Grande Oil Field. Average daytime sound levels at surrounding properties
were found to range from 41.5 to 55.1dbA.

Impact. Project construction would include use of heavy machinery, earthmoving activities,
construction equipment trips, demolition activities, and pile driving activities. The most significant
construction noise source would result from proposed pile driving activities, which are proposed for a
period of two weeks, from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. Based on the applicant’s
noise assessment, pile driving activities would not increase the ambient noise level at any adjacent
sensitive receptors by 5 dbA or more. The County Land Use Ordinance further exempts construction
noise between 7:00 a.m. and 9 p.m. Mondays through Fridays, and between 8:00 a.m. and 5 p.m. on
Saturdays and Sundays, from applicable noise standards (LUO Section 22.10.120A). Therefore,
based on County thresholds, noise impacts associated with pile driving activities would be less than
significant.

The Noise Assessment also considered potential vibration impacts associated with pile driving
activities. Although some perceptible vibration would occur up to 1,560 feet away from proposed pile
driving activities, vibration would not be detectible outside of the Arroyo Grande Oil Field or at any
adjacent sensitive receptors (Behrens 2013).

The new Hyla crossing would operate similar to existing conditions, and serve as a crossing for work
trucks, drilling and production vehicles, and heavy equipment over Pismo Creek. The project would
not increase capacity of the bridge or result in increased oil production activities in the Hyla Extension
area that would generate additional traffic trips in the project area. Therefore, no significant
operational increase in noise or vibration levels would occur.

The project is a bridge replacement project to serve existing areas of the Arroyo Grande Oil Field and
employees in the project vicinity are accustomed to the periodic noises occurring in conjunction with
activities at the oil production facility.

Mitigation/Conclusion. The applicant proposes to limit pile driving activities and construction work
during the daylight hours exempted under the County’s Land Use Ordinance (see following measure
reflecting the County’s LUO). No significant noise or vibration impacts are anticipated; therefore, no
additional mitigation measures are necessary.

N/mm-1 Construction Hours. The Applicant shall conduct all noisy construction activities
within the following timeframes:

 Between 7:00 a.m. and 9 p.m. on Mondays through Fridays, and

 Between 8:00 a.m. and 5 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays.

9. POPULATION/HOUSING
Will the project:

Potentially
Significant

Impact can
& will be
mitigated

Insignificant
Impact

Not
Applicable

a) Induce substantial growth in an area
either directly (e.g., construct new
homes or businesses) or indirectly
(e.g., extension of major
infrastructure)?

b) Displace existing housing or people,
requiring construction of replacement
housing elsewhere?
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9. POPULATION/HOUSING
Will the project:

Potentially
Significant

Impact can
& will be
mitigated

Insignificant
Impact

Not
Applicable

c) Create the need for substantial new
housing in the area?

d) Other:

Setting. There are no housing units or residential uses with the project site or within the larger Arroyo
Grande Oil Field.

In its efforts to provide for affordable housing, the County currently administers the Home Investment
Partnerships (HOME) Program and the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program,
which provides limited financing to projects relating to affordable housing throughout the county. The
County’s Inclusionary Housing Ordinance requires provision of new affordable housing in conjunction
with both residential and nonresidential development and subdivisions.

Impact. The project would replace an existing crossing with a substantially similar crossing at an
immediately adjacent location. It would not result in a need for a significant amount of new housing,
and will not displace existing housing. Construction activities would generate a short-term need for
construction personnel, estimated to range between 5 and 25 workers at any one time. The number of
construction personnel needed would be minimal and would likely be comprised of workers from the
local work force. Therefore, the project would not generate the need for new housing in the area.

Mitigation/Conclusion. No significant population and housing impacts are anticipated. The project
will mitigate its cumulative impact to the shortage of affordable housing stock by providing a housing
impact fee. No additional mitigation measures are necessary.

10. PUBLIC SERVICES/UTILITIES
Will the project have an effect upon, or
result in the need for new or altered public
services in any of the following areas:

Potentially
Significant

Impact can
& will be
mitigated

Insignificant
Impact

Not
Applicable

a) Fire protection?

b) Police protection (e.g., Sheriff, CHP)?

c) Schools?

d) Roads?

e) Solid Wastes?

f) Other public facilities?

g) Other:

Setting. The project area is served by the following public services/facilities:
Police: County Sheriff Location: Oceano (Approximately six miles to the south)

Fire: Cal Fire (formerly CDF) Hazard Severity: Very High Response Time: 5-10 minutes
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Location: Avila Station, approximately 10 miles to the west

School District: San Luis Coastal Unified School District.

The County-adopted Public Facilities Fee Ordinance (Title 18) provides for the collection of a fair-
share fee from new development to help mitigate for cumulative impacts on public facilities.  This fee
currently being collected helps fund capital improvement projects in the following areas:  libraries, fire,
general government, parks and recreation, and sheriff’s patrol.

Emergency Services
Emergency services generally include ambulance and hospital service.  Private companies based
throughout the County provide ambulance service.  Response times are generally within acceptable
levels with the exception of the more rural portions of the County where the large area being served
and the distances involved lend to poorer levels of service.  Hospital services are provided by Arroyo
Grande Community Hospital in the City of Arroyo Grande, and by French and Sierra-Vista hospitals in
the City of San Luis Obispo.

Solid Waste Collection
Trash collection and disposal service is provided by South County Sanitary. The County currently has
three permitted public landfill facilities that accept a variety of municipal solid waste:  Cold Canyon,
Chicago Grade and Paso Robles. Construction and demolition waste generated by project
development is expected to primarily go to Cold Canyon.

Cold Canyon Landfill is located approximately 6 miles south of the City of San Luis Obispo on
Highway 227. This landfill is under the jurisdiction of, and permitted by, the CalRecycle (previously
California Integrated Waste Management Board).  These facilities accept waste for disposal and
provide recycling opportunities for the users.

Please refer to the Transportation section for existing public road conditions.

Impact. The Hyla Crossing Replacement Project would replace the existing crossing over Pismo
Creek with a substantially similar crossing at an immediately adjacent location. The project would not
result in increased access or oil drilling or extraction activities within the oil field. Therefore, no
increased demand on police or fire protection services would occur and no new public service impacts
are anticipated. The project’s direct and cumulative impacts are consistent with existing uses and are
within the general assumptions of allowed use for the Arroyo Grande Oil Field that are used to
estimate the fees currently in place.

The project would not result in any long-term change in the generation of solid waste at the project
site or larger oil field. However, project construction would generate substantial amounts of solid
waste during proposed excavation and vegetation clearing activities and demolition of the existing
crossing. The Cold Canyon Landfill is currently operating at approximately 83 percent capacity
(CalRecycle 2014, http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/SWFacilities/Directory/40-AA-0004/Detail). In 2013,
the County approved the expansion of the Cold Canyon Landfill site extending its life by
approximately 25 years. The landfill currently, and with the approved expansion would be able to
adequately meet the solid waste disposal needs that would be generated by development of the
project.

The project would improve internal access through the project area, but would not generate additional
traffic trips outside of the limited construction period; therefore, no impacts to County roads would
occur. Due to the existing railroad tracks, the existing or proposed crossing does not provide access
to Ormonde Road.

Mitigation/Conclusion. No potentially significant impacts to public services or utilities would occur
and no additional mitigation is necessary.
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11. RECREATION
Will the project:

Potentially
Significant

Impact can
& will be
mitigated

Insignificant
Impact

Not
Applicable

a) Increase the use or demand for parks
or other recreation opportunities?

b) Affect the access to trails, parks or
other recreation opportunities?

c) Other

Setting. Based on the County Trails Map, the Juan Batista De Anza National Historic Trail historically
ran along the east side of the Arroyo Grande Oil Field property, generally following Pismo Creek and
extending through the project site. As a part of Phase IV development approvals, an easement to
ultimately improve this trail was secured and once the oil field is decommissioned / closed, the
recreational trail would be built. Development of the trail prior to decommissioning of the oil field and
cessation of all oil producing activities at the site was determined to be inappropriate due to the
potential safety conflicts associated with developing a public access way in an active oil field.

Impact. The project would replace the existing Hyla crossing with a similar crossing at an
immediately adjacent area and would not generate an increase in use of the project area, population
in the area, or use of existing recreational facilities. Construction activities would occur within areas
designated as within the Historic Juan Bautista de Anza Trail Corridor. However, the project site and
surrounding areas did not serve as a camp site for the expedition and archaeological monitoring
proposed by the applicant to minimize impacts to cultural resources would also minimize the potential
for disturbance of artifacts associated with the historic trail.

Mitigation/Conclusion.  No significant impacts to recreational resources are anticipated, and no
additional mitigation measures are necessary.

12. TRANSPORTATION/CIRCULATION
Will the project:

Potentially
Significant

Impact can
& will be
mitigated

Insignificant
Impact

Not
Applicable

a) Increase vehicle trips to local or areawide
circulation system?

b) Reduce existing “Level of Service” on
public roadway(s)?

c) Create unsafe conditions on public
roadways (e.g., limited access, design
features, sight distance, slow vehicles)?

d) Provide for adequate emergency access?

e) Conflict with an established measure of
effectiveness for the performance of the
circulation system considering all modes
of transportation (e.g. LOS, mass transit,
etc.)?

f) Conflict with an applicable congestion
management program?
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12. TRANSPORTATION/CIRCULATION
Will the project:

Potentially
Significant

Impact can
& will be
mitigated

Insignificant
Impact

Not
Applicable

g) Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or
programs regarding public transit,
bicycle, or pedestrian facilities, or
otherwise decrease the performance or
safety of such facilities?

h) Result in a change in air traffic patterns
that may result in substantial safety risks?

i) Other:

Setting. The project area would be accessed by Price Canyon Road and internal oil field access
roads. The County has established the acceptable Level of Service (LOS) on roads for this rural area
as “C” or better.  The existing road network in the area, including Price Canyon Road, is currently
operating at acceptable levels. Public Works has recently trimmed vegetation at the access entrance
to Price Canyon Road to improve sight distance. The Applicant has planned in the near future to
potentially complete additional vegetation modification to further improve sight distance to ensure
adequate sight distance given the prevailing speeds. The existing railroad tracks would remain a
barrier for any vehicles at the Hyla Well area to gaining any access to Ormonde Road.

Impact.  The proposed project would replace the existing Hyla crossing with a substantially similar
structure at an immediately adjacent location to improve access to existing operations at the Hyla
Extension lease area. Construction activities would result in a short-term increase in construction
equipment and worker vehicle trips; however, the project would not generate any long-term increase
in traffic trips. The project would improve access along the Hyla crossing and internal access roads
within this portion of the oil field, but no change to existing road service or traffic safety levels within or
outside of the oil field are anticipated. Aside from a slight modification in approach road and crossing
alignment, the project would not alter site access, design features, or sight distance. The project does
not conflict with adopted policies, plans and programs on transportation and would have no impact on
air traffic patterns in the County.

Mitigation/Conclusion.  No significant traffic impacts were identified, and no mitigation measures are
necessary.

13. WASTEWATER
Will the project:

Potentially
Significant

Impact can
& will be
mitigated

Insignificant
Impact

Not
Applicable

a) Violate waste discharge requirements
or Central Coast Basin Plan criteria for
wastewater systems?

b) Change the quality of surface or ground
water (e.g., nitrogen-loading, day-
lighting)?

c) Adversely affect community wastewater
service provider?

d) Other:
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Setting.
The project site is comprised of Arnold loamy sand (5 to 15 percent slopes). The main limitation(s) of
these soils for wastewater effluent include:

--shallow depth to bedrock, which is an indication that there may not be sufficient soil depth to
provide adequate soil filtering of effluent before reaching bedrock.  Once effluent reaches
bedrock, the chances increase for the effluent to infiltrate cracks that could lead directly to
groundwater source or surrounding wells without adequate filtering, or allow for daylighting of
effluent where bedrock is exposed to the earth’s surface.

--steep slopes, where portions of the soil unit contain slopes steep enough to result in potential
daylighting of wastewater effluent.

The Arroyo Grande Oil Field uses on-site wastewater systems to handle their wastewater effluent.

Impact. The project does not propose use or development of any on-site wastewater disposal
systems or connection to any community wastewater system. The project would not include any use
that would require wastewater discharges, except for short-term construction activities that would be
serviced by on-site portable restroom and hand-washing facilities and/or existing facilities within the oil
field. Therefore, potential impacts associated with wastewater would be less than significant.

Mitigation/Conclusion.  No significant wastewater impacts were identified, and no mitigation
measures are necessary.

14. WATER & HYDROLOGY
Will the project:

Potentially
Significant

Impact can
& will be
mitigated

Insignificant
Impact

Not
Applicable

QUALITY
a) Violate any water quality standards?

b) Discharge into surface waters or
otherwise alter surface water quality
(e.g., turbidity, sediment, temperature,
dissolved oxygen, etc.)?

c) Change the quality of groundwater
(e.g., saltwater intrusion, nitrogen-
loading, etc.)?

d) Create or contribute runoff water which
would exceed the capacity of existing
or planned stormwater drainage
systems or provide additional sources
of polluted runoff?

e) Change rates of soil absorption, or
amount or direction of surface runoff?

f) Change the drainage patterns where
substantial on- or off-site
sedimentation/ erosion or flooding may
occur?
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14. WATER & HYDROLOGY
Will the project:

Potentially
Significant

Impact can
& will be
mitigated

Insignificant
Impact

Not
Applicable

g) Involve activities within the 100-year
flood zone?

QUANTITY
h) Change the quantity or movement of

available surface or ground water?

i) Adversely affect community water
service provider?

j) Expose people to a risk of loss, injury
or death involving flooding (e.g., dam
failure,etc.), or inundation by seiche,
tsunami or mudflow?

k) Other:

Setting.
The topography of the project is nearly level  to steeply sloping The proposed development would
include disturbance within and directly adjacent to Pismo Creek. As described in the NRCS Soil
Survey, the soil surface is considered to have high erodibility.

As discussed above in Section 6, Geology and Soils, projects involving more than one acre of
disturbance are required to prepare a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) to minimize
on-site sedimentation and erosion. When work is done in the rainy season, the County’s Land Use
Ordinance requires that temporary erosion and sedimentation measures to be installed.

DRAINAGE – The following relates to the project’s drainage aspects:

Within the 100-year Flood Hazard designation? Yes

Closest creek? Pismo Creek Distance? 0 feet

Soil drainage characteristics: Well drained

For areas where drainage is identified as a potential issue, the Land Use Ordinance (LUO Sec.
22.52.110) includes a provision to prepare a drainage plan to minimize potential drainage impacts.
When required, this plan would need to address measures such as:  constructing on-site retention or
detention basins, or installing surface water flow dissipaters.  This plan would also need to show that
the increased surface runoff would have no more impacts than that caused by historic flows.

SEDIMENTATION AND EROSION – Soil type, area of disturbance, and slopes are key aspects to
analyzing potential sedimentation and erosion issues.  The project’s soil types and descriptions are
listed above in Section 2, Agriculture.  As described in the NRCS Soil Survey, the project’s soil
erodibility is as follows:

Soil erodibility: High

A sedimentation and erosion control plan is required for all construction and grading projects (LUO
Sec. 22.52.120) to minimize these impacts.  When required, the plan is prepared by a civil engineer to
address both temporary and long-term sedimentation and erosion impacts.  Projects involving more
than one acre of disturbance are subject to the preparation of a Storm Water Pollution Prevention
Plan (SWPPP), which focuses on controlling storm water runoff. The Central Coast Regional Water
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Quality Control Board (RWQCB) is the local extension who monitors this program. A facilities level
SWPPP is currently in place that provides sedimentation and erosion control for existing oil field
facilities and structures.

Impact – Water Quality/Hydrology
With regards to project impacts on water quality the following conditions apply:

 The project will be subject to standard County requirements for drainage, sedimentation
and erosion control for construction and permanent use;

 The project would disturb over an acre and will be subject to the requirements of an
approved SWPPP, which will be implemented during construction;

 The project is on highly erodible soils, and on moderate to steep slopes;

 The project is within a 100-year Flood Hazard designation;

 The project is within 100 feet from the closest creek or surface water body;

 Stockpiles will be properly managed during construction to avoid material loss due to
erosion;

 All hazardous materials and/or wastes will be properly stored on-site, which include
secondary containment should spills or leaks occur;

The project would require temporary diversion of water within Pismo Creek to allow construction of the
new crossing and demolition of the existing structure. Diversion would remain within the banks of the
Creek and flows would be restored through proposed stream restoration and enhancement activities
following project construction.

The development of impervious surfaces at the project site, including along approach roads and the
crossing structure would change the drainage pattern of surface waters in the project area.  However,
a similar amount of impervious area would be removed through demolition of the existing crossing;
therefore, the amount and rate of surface water runoff and ground absorption and percolation is not
expected to change significantly.  Drainage at the project site follows natural contours and flows into
Pismo Creek. Preparation of a drainage plan would be required to ensure that project construction
would not have a significant effect on on-site or adjacent uses as a result of surface water drainage or
runoff.

The project does not propose any change in long-term use of the site; therefore, no permanent effects
associated with discharge into or contamination of surface waters would result above that which
currently exists.  Construction activities would result in temporary impacts to open surface waters
resulting from dewatering the project work area, constructing a temporary construction pad/platform
within the normal wetted channel of Pismo Creek, constructing the new crossing, and demolishing the
existing crossing. Water quality could be impacted by the use of hazardous substances within the
Creek channel and increased potential for erosion, sedimentation and stormwater runoff.  These
impacts would be limited in nature by the scope and length of the construction activities and further
minimized by implementation of recommended mitigation.

The project would result in ground disturbance of approximately 2.51 acres (approximately 0.15 acres
of permanent disturbance). Therefore, the project is subject to the requirements of an approved
SWPPP pursuant to RWQCB requirements. Stormwater pollutants in the project area currently drain
naturally into the Slough or Pacific Ocean.  Potential stormwater pollutants in the project area would
include oil, grease, sediments and other heavy metals on the roads deposited by vehicle use, which
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percolate into the soil and/or drain into the surrounding water bodies by storm flows.  However, the
project would not result in an increase in the type or amount of pollutants in the area or substantially
alter the amount or rate of stormwater runoff. As a result, impacts associated with the project would
be relatively unchanged over baseline (existing) conditions.  Mitigation has been recommended which
would further reduce the potential for contamination of water during construction activities.

The project would not create the need for flood control facilities or substantially alter the course or flow
of flood waters. The new crossing would be designed to accommodate 100-year storm conditions and
would, therefore, not result in the exposure of people or structures to a new water-related hazard.

Groundwater is present at relatively shallow depths at the project site. However, placement of the
piles and development of the project would not significantly alter the direction, rate or flow of that
water.

Water Quantity
Development and operation of the replacement Hyla crossing would not result in any long-term
increase in water usage or demand. Therefore, water quantity impacts would be less than significant.

Mitigation/Conclusion. To minimize the potential for significant effects water resources, the
following measures shall be implemented.

Implement measures BIO/mm-2, BIO/mm-6, BIO/mm-13, BIO/mm-25, and BIO/mm-26 and GEO/mm-
1 through GEO/mm-6, above.

Incorporation of these measures would reduce potential impacts related to water and hydrology to
less than significant levels.

15. LAND USE
Will the project:

Inconsistent Potentially
Inconsistent

Consistent Not
Applicable

a) Be potentially inconsistent with land
use, policy/regulation (e.g., general plan
[County Land Use Element and
Ordinance], local coastal plan, specific
plan, Clean Air Plan, etc.) adopted to
avoid or mitigate for environmental
effects?

b) Be potentially inconsistent with any
habitat or community conservation
plan?

c) Be potentially inconsistent with
adopted agency environmental plans or
policies with jurisdiction over the
project?

d) Be potentially incompatible with
surrounding land uses?

e) Other:

Setting/Impact. Existing and surrounding land uses at the project site are identified in Section B,
Existing Setting, above. The proposed project was reviewed for consistency with policy and/or
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regulatory documents relating to the environment and appropriate land use (e.g., County Land Use
Ordinance, General Plan, etc.).  The project was found to be consistent with these documents (refer
also to Exhibit A on reference documents used).

The project does not propose any new or modified land use in the project area and existing use of the
Hyla crossing to access the Hyla Extension lease area would not be substantially altered. The project
is not within or adjacent to a Habitat Conservation Plan area.  The project is consistent or compatible
with the existing use and surrounding uses as summarized on page 2 of this Initial Study.

Mitigation/Conclusion. No significant land use impacts or inconsistencies were identified and
therefore no additional measures are necessary.

16. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF
SIGNIFICANCE

Will the project:

Potentially
Significant

Impact can
& will be
mitigated

Insignificant
Impact

Not
Applicable

a) Have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment, substantially
reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife
population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or
animal community, reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or
endangered plant or animal or eliminate important examples of the major
periods of California history or prehistory?

b) Have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable?
(“Cumulatively considerable" means that the incremental effects of a project
are considerable when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects,
the effects of other current projects, and the effects of
probable future projects)

c) Have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse effects on
human beings, either directly or indirectly?

For further information on CEQA or the county’s environmental review process, please visit the
County’s web site at “www.sloplanning.org” under “Environmental Information”, or the California
Environmental Resources Evaluation System at: http://www.ceres.ca.gov/topic/env_law/ceqa/guidelines
for information about the California Environmental Quality Act.
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Exhibit A - Initial Study References and Agency Contacts
The County Planning Department has contacted various agencies for their comments on the
proposed project.  With respect to the subject application, the following have been contacted (marked
with an ) and when a response was made, it is either attached or in the application file:

Contacted Agency Response
County Public Works Department None
County Environmental Health Division Not Applicable
County Agricultural Commissioner's Office Not Applicable
County Airport Manager Not Applicable
Airport Land Use Commission Not Applicable
Air Pollution Control District Not Applicable
County Sheriff's Department Not Applicable
Regional Water Quality Control Board Not Applicable
CA Coastal Commission Not Applicable
CA Department of Fish and Wildlife None (Stream Alt. Agreement Req'd)
CA Department of Forestry (Cal Fire) None(Ongoing Fire Safey Plan review)
CA Department of Transportation Not Applicable

Community Services District Not Applicable
Other USACE, NOAA Fisheries None (Permits may be Req'd)
Other Not Applicable

** “No comment” or “No concerns”-type responses are usually not attached

The following checked (“ ”) reference materials have been used in the environmental review for the
proposed project and are hereby incorporated by reference into the Initial Study.  The following
information is available at the County Planning and Building Department.

Project File for the Subject Application
County documents

Coastal Plan Policies
Framework for Planning (Coastal/Inland)
General Plan (Inland/Coastal), includes all
maps/elements; more pertinent elements:

Agriculture Element
Conservation & Open Space Element
Economic Element
Housing Element
Noise Element
Parks & Recreation Element/Project List
Safety Element

Land Use Ordinance (Inland/Coastal)
Building and Construction Ordinance
Public Facilities Fee Ordinance
Real Property Division Ordinance
Affordable Housing Fund

Airport Land Use Plan
Energy Wise Plan
South County (Inland) Area Plan

San Luis Bay South subarea

Design Plan
Specific Plan

Annual Resource Summary Report
Circulation Study

Other documents
Clean Air Plan/APCD Handbook
Regional Transportation Plan
Uniform Fire Code
Water Quality Control Plan (Central Coast
Basin – Region 3)
Archaeological Resources Map
Area of Critical Concerns Map
Special Biological Importance Map
CA Natural Species Diversity Database
Fire Hazard Severity Map
Flood Hazard Maps
Natural Resources Conservation Service Soil
Survey for SLO County
GIS mapping layers (e.g., habitat, streams,
contours, etc.)
Other
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In addition, the following project specific information and/or reference materials have been considered
as a part of the Initial Study:

Behrens and Associates, Inc., Environmental Noise Control. November 27, 2013. FM O&G Arroyo
Grande Hyla Bridge Pile Driving Noise Assessment. Prepared for: URS.

Earth Systems Pacific. October 31, 2013. Geotechnical Engineering Feasibility Report. Prepared for:
Freeport-McMoRan Oil & Gas.

Padre Associated, Inc., Engineers, Geologists & Environmental Scientists. September 2004. Final
Plains Exploration and Production Phase IV Development Plan Environmental Impact Report.
Prepared in conjunction with the County of San Luis Obispo, Department of Planning and
Building, as CEQA Lead Agency.

United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service. August 27, 2014.
Custom Soil Resource Report for San Luis Obispo County, California, Coastal Part. Available
at: http://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm.

URS. December 5, 2013. Phase I Archaeological Surveys for the Hyla Crossing Replacement Project.
Prepared for: Freeport-McMoRan Oil & Gas.

URS. January 2014. Draft Wetland Delineation and Jurisdictional Determination Report for the Hyla
Crossing Replacement Project, Arroyo Grande Oil Field, San Luis Obispo County, California.
Prepared for: Freeport-McMoRan Oil & Gas.

URS. February 2014. Project Description for the Hyla Crossing Replacement Project, Arroyo Grande
Oil Field, San Luis Obispo County, California. Prepared for: Freeport-McMoRan Oil & Gas.

URS. February 2014. Biological Resources Summary for the Hyla Crossing Replacement Project,
Arroyo Grande Oil Field, San Luis Obispo County, California. Prepared for: Freeport-
McMoRan Oil & Gas.

URS. March 2014. Draft Biological Assessment for the Hyla Crossing Replacement Project, Arroyo
Grande Oil Field, San Luis Obispo County, California. Prepared for: Freeport-McMoRan Oil &
Gas.

URS. July 31, 2014. Freeport-McMoRan Oil & Gas, Hyla Crossing Replacement Project at Arroyo
Grande Oil Field, San Luis Obispo County – Response to Archaeological-Related Questions
relayed to URS by SWCA Environmental Consultants at the July 15, 2014 Site Visit. Prepared
for: Freeport-McMoRan Oil & Gas.

URS. August 25, 2014. Memorandum: Hydroacoustic Effects of Pile Driving on Steelhead – Hyla
Crossing Replacement Project on Pismo Creek. Prepared for: Freeport-McMoRan Oil & Gas.
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Exhibit B - Mitigation Summary Table

Per Public Resources Code Section 21081.6, the following measures also constitute the mitigation
monitoring and/or reporting program that will reduce potentially significant impacts to less than
significant levels. These measures will become conditions of approval (COAs) should the project be
approved. The Lead Agency (County) or other Responsible Agencies, as specified in the following
measures, are responsible to verify compliance with these COAs.

Furthermore, the applicant will be required to retain an Environmental Monitor (see Mitigation
Measure BIO/mm-1) to provide greater assurance environmental project COAs will be met.

BIO/mm-1 County Environmental Monitor. Prior to issuance of a construction/ grading permit, the
applicant shall provide the funding for a County Environmental Monitor to oversee and
monitor compliance with County conditions of approval (COAs) and mitigated negative
declaration measures. The Environmental Monitor shall assist the County in condition
compliance and mitigation monitoring for all applicable construction, operational, and
decommissioning stages of the project, as specified in a scope of work, and as
approved by the County Department of Planning and Building.

The Environmental Monitor will prepare a working monitoring plan that reflects the
County-approved environmental mitigation measures/conditions of approval. This plan
will include (1) goals, responsibilities, authorities, and procedures for verifying
compliance with environmental mitigation measures; (2) lines of communication and
reporting methods; (3) daily and weekly reporting of compliance; (4) authority to stop
work; and (5) action to be taken in the event of non-compliance. The Environmental
Monitor shall provide a work scope to the County for review and approval. The entire
expense of retaining and supervising the Environmental Monitor shall be paid by the
applicant.

The applicant shall also be responsible for funding work required by mitigation
measures requiring use of individuals with special expertise (e.g., botanist, wildlife
biologist). The County’s Environmental Monitor will coordinate with these experts to
ensure their availability at appropriate times (e.g., prior to issuance of construction
permits, during construction or post-approval, etc.).

BIO/mm-2 Biologist. Prior to construction, the applicant shall retain a qualified biologist to monitor
construction activities and ensure compliance with measures within the project
environmental documents. Monitoring by the qualified biologist shall occur throughout
the length of construction or as directed by the County Environmental Monitor and
regulatory agencies. Full-time biological monitoring shall occur during vegetation
removal and earthmoving activities. Monitoring may be reduced to part time once
construction activities are underway and the potential for additional impacts are
reduced, as determined appropriate by the County.

The qualified biologist shall prepare and submit weekly biological monitoring/progress
reports to the County Environmental Monitor to confirm field compliance with all
conditions of approval and mitigation requirements.

Monitoring: Compliance will be verified by the County Department of Planning and
Building through periodic site inspections by the County Environmental Monitor and
review of weekly biological monitoring reports submitted by the qualified biologist.
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BIO/mm-3 Rainy Season. Construction activities shall be conducted outside of the rainy season
(November 1 through March 31) of any year. This provides a work window from April 1
to October 31 in any given year, or as otherwise directed by regulatory agencies.
Deviations from this work window can be made with permission from permitting
regulatory agencies if it can be shown that no additional environmental impacts would
result.

BIO/mm-4 Sensitive Vegetation Protection. Prior to construction permit issuance, to protect
sensitive vegetation, the project plans shall clearly show the placement of sturdy
construction exclusion fencing along project limits where such vegetation exists. The
fencing shall be installed immediately prior to any ground disturbance. The balance of
the project limits will be flagged as off-limit areas. Flagging and fencing shall be kept in
good working order during the entire construction phase.

BIO/mm-5 Habitat Mitigation and Monitoring Plan. Prior to construction permit issuance, the
applicant shall prepare a comprehensive Habitat Mitigation and Monitoring Plan
(HMMP)for County review and approval to mitigate impacts to jurisdictional areas and
sensitive vegetation communities consistent with the following requirements. The final
HMMP will include the specific mitigation sites within Pismo Creek area, based on a
minimum replacement of 3:1 for permanent impacts and a minimum of 1:1 for
temporary impacts, or as otherwise directed by regulatory agencies.  Impacted areas
of red/arroyo willow thickets shall be restored at a 1:1 ratio. Project areas shall be
revegetated with an assemblage of native riparian, wetland, and upland vegetation
suitable for the area.  Locally collected plant materials shall be used to the extent
practicable.  Exotic plants shall be controlled to the maximum extent practicable.  This
measure shall be implemented in all areas disturbed by activities associated with the
project, unless the USACE, in consultation with the USFWS and County, determine
that it is not feasible or practical.  The HMMP shall include ecologically based success
criteria consistent with the Final Rule for Compensatory Mitigation for Losses of
Aquatic Resources, dated April 10, 2008.  The HMMP must be consistent with federal
and state regulatory requirements and shall be amended with any regulatory permit
conditions, as required. The applicant shall implement the HMMP during construction
and immediately following project completion.

BIO/mm-6 Best Management Practices. During construction, the applicant shall implement
standard Best Management Practices to reduce erosion and sedimentation, including
but not limited to the following:

a. Silt fencing, fiber rolls, and barriers (e.g., hay bales) shall be installed between the
project site and adjacent sensitive areas and waters.

b. No synthetic plastic mesh products shall be used in any erosion control materials.

c. At a minimum, silt fencing shall be checked and maintained on a daily basis
throughout the construction period.

d. The contractor shall also apply adequate dust control techniques, such as site
watering, during construction.

BIO/mm-7 Invasive Exotic Plants. During construction, the biological monitor(s) shall ensure that
the spread or introduction of invasive exotic plant species is avoided to the maximum
extent possible through the following measures:
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a. Review and modification as appropriate of the existing Arroyo Grande Oil Field
Weed Control Plan. The Weed Control Plan shall be updated (as necessary) and
shall be implemented throughout the duration of project activities.

b. When practicable, invasive exotic plants in the project site shall be removed and
properly disposed.

c. The use of imported soils for fill shall be limited to the extent feasible.  Soils
currently existing on-site shall be used for fill material to the extent feasible.  If the
use of imported fill material is necessary, the imported material must be obtained
from a source that is known to be free of invasive plant species, or the material
must consist of purchased clean material such as crushed aggregate, sorted rock
or similar materials.

d. As a post-construction activity, and a part of the annual survey for invasive plants,
the project limits will be surveyed. If presence of such species are found, hand
removal of all invasive species within the project area shall be conducted within 60
days of identification. Invasive plant removal shall be done for at least two
successive years after construction is completed.

BIO/mm-8 Trash. During construction, trash shall be contained, removed from the work site, and
disposed of regularly. Following construction, all trash and construction debris will be
removed from work areas and properly disposed of at a certified landfill. All vegetation
removed from the construction site shall be taken to a certified landfill to prevent the
spread of invasive species. If soil from weedy areas (such as areas with invasive exotic
plant species) must be removed off-site, the top 6 inches (in) (152 millimeters [mm])
containing the seed layer in areas with weedy species shall be disposed of at a
certified landfill.

BIO/mm-9 Pets. During construction, no pets shall be allowed on the construction site.

BIO/mm-10 Environmental Awareness Training. Prior to commencing work, each construction and
on-site management personnel shall participate in an environmental awareness
training program conducted by the County-approved qualified biologist. The training
program must include a description of all sensitive species and sensitive habitats within
the project area, including aquatic species such as south-central California coast
steelhead, CRLF, and western pond turtle, their ecology, legal status, and the need for
species conservation. New or additional construction and on-site management
personnel shall participate in subsequent environmental awareness trainings, as
necessary, prior to commencement of work activities.

BIO/mm-11 Steelhead. Prior to conducting any in-stream work activities, the applicant shall retain a
qualified biologist with experience in steelhead biology, aquatic habitats, biological
monitoring (including diversion/dewatering), and capturing, handling, and relocating
fish species. The biologist shall be approved by the County and NOAA Fisheries.

During in-stream work, the qualified biologist shall monitor placement and removal of
any required stream diversions to capture stranded steelhead and other native fish
species and relocate them to suitable habitat as appropriate. The biologist shall note
the number of native fish observed in the affected area, the number of fish relocated,
and the date and time of the collection and relocation and shall submit weekly
monitoring reports to the County’s Environmental Monitor to ensure compliance with
regulatory permits and mitigation requirements.
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BIO/mm-12 Dewatering. During in-stream work, if pumps are incorporated to assist in temporarily
dewatering the site, intakes shall be completely screened with no larger than 0.2-inch
wire mesh to prevent steelhead and other sensitive aquatic species from entering the
pump system. Pumps shall release the additional water to a settling basin allowing the
suspended sediment to settle out prior to re-entering the stream outside of the isolated
area. The form and function of all pumps used during the dewatering activities shall be
checked daily, at a minimum, by the County-approved qualified biologist to ensure a
dry work environment and minimize adverse effects to aquatic species and habitats.
Effectiveness of this effort shall be incorporated into the biologist’s weekly reports and
include any remedial efforts determined appropriate to meet the intent of the measure.

BIO/mm-13 Sedimentation and Erosion Control. During construction, the County-approved
qualified biologist shall monitor erosion and sediment controls to identify and correct
any conditions that could adversely affect sensitive aquatic species or habitats. Should
non-compliance become an issue, the biologist shall follow the Monitoring Plan
protocol (see Bio/mm-1) to resolve the issue and avoid/minimize significant adverse
effects to sensitive species and habitats, which may include the halting of work. As
needed, the biologist shall consult with the County’s Environmental Monitor.

BIO/mm-14 California Red-legged Frog. Prior to conducting any in-stream work, the applicant shall
retain a qualified biologist with experience in CRLF biology, aquatic habitats, biological
monitoring (including diversion/dewatering), and capturing, handling, and relocating
CRLF and other aquatic species. The qualified biologist shall be approved by the
County, in consultation with USFWS.

The qualified biologist shall survey the project area no more than 48 hours before the
onset of work activities. If any life stage of the CRLF is found and these individuals are
likely to be killed or injured by work activities, the approved biologist shall be allowed
sufficient time to move them from the site before work activities begin. The qualified
biologist shall relocate CRLF the shortest distance possible to a location that contains
suitable habitat and that will not be affected by activities associated with the project.
The qualified biologist shall maintain detailed records of any individuals that are moved
(e.g., size, coloration, any distinguishing features, photographs [digital preferred]). The
qualified biologist shall prepare and submit weekly monitoring reports to the County
Environmental Monitor to ensure compliance with regulatory permit requirements,
conditions of approval, and mitigation requirements.

BIO/mm-15 Avoid Nesting Season. Prior to construction, the applicant shall schedule vegetation
removal to occur between September 1 to February 14, outside of the nesting season
to the greatest extent possible.

BIO/mm-16 Pre-Construction Nesting Survey/Buffers.- Prior to construction, if construction
activities occur during the typical nesting season (February 15 to August 31), a nesting
bird survey shall be conducted by a qualified biologist(s) immediately prior to
commencement of work activities (but no more than two weeks prior to construction) to
determine presence/absence of nesting birds within the project area. Periodic
subsequent spot-check surveys shall be completed throughout the duration of
construction activities in the nesting season to determine if new nests are created
within the work area subsequent to commencement of construction activities.

Work activities shall be avoided within 50 feet of active bird nests and 250 feet of
active raptor nests until young birds have fledged and left the nest. Readily visible
exclusion zones shall be established in areas where nests must be avoided. USFWS



County of San Luis Obispo, Initial Study B-5

and CDFW shall be contacted if any federally or state listed bird species’ nests are
observed during surveys. Nests, eggs, or young of birds covered by the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act and California Fish and Game Code may not be moved or disturbed until
the end of the nesting season or until young fledge, whichever is later, nor can adult
birds be killed, injured, or harassed at any time. In the event a variance to these
avoidance buffers is necessary, the applicant shall make a request for variance to the
County Environmental Monitor. Any variance shall require proof that no additional
impact on nesting birds would occur and approval of USFWS and CDFW.

BIO/mm-17 Bypass Intake. Prior to construction and throughout the duration of construction
activities, a 0.2-inch seine, of appropriate height to span from the channel bed to the
water surface and sufficient width to span from bank to bank, will be installed on the
upstream side of the bypass intake to prevent steelhead and CRLF from entering the
site within the Pismo Creek channel. The net will be monitored regularly for integrity
and repaired immediately if breaches are detected. Debris shall be removed from the
net by the qualified biologist promptly upon detection.

BIO/mm-18 Entrapment Avoidance. During construction, any trenches or excavations left open
overnight will include an escape route for CRLF and other wildlife, or will be covered at
the end of each workday in a manner that prevents entry. Any covered excavations
shall be checked regularly for presence of any wildlife. Construction equipment and
materials shall be covered (i.e., pipes, tubes, or other small enclosures shall be
plugged or covered) to prevent entry and or use by birds or other wildlife.

BIO/mm-19 CRLF Exclusion. During construction, in the event the qualified biologist finds CRLF
are entering the worksite despite the upstream block net, lateral blocking structures
comprised of silt fencing or plywood may be constructed to further reduce the potential
for CRLF entering the site.

BIO/mm-20 Tree Protection/Removal. Prior to construction permit issuance, applicable drawings
shall show all oak trees to be removed and impacted. Prior to any vegetation removal,
all mature trees within the project area shall be clearly marked for removal or
protection/ avoidance. At such time, a final tally of oak trees to be removed (up to 18)
and oak trees to be impacted/trimmed (up to 20) shall be made and verified by the
Environmental Monitor. The final tally shall be used for oak woodland mitigation
purposes (see BIO/mm-22). Temporary fencing shall be installed around all trees to
remain (wherever feasible, sturdy fencing shall be placed at least 10 feet beyond the
tree’s canopy edge/dripline), and kept in good working order for the duration of the
construction phase.

A certified arborist, approved by the County, shall be retained by the applicant to
perform any necessary trimming of tree limbs overhanging into the active construction
zone or along access routes between the construction zone and equipment staging
areas. Trimming activities by the certified arborist shall occur prior to access to the
work areas by construction equipment to avoid and minimize the potential for
inadvertent damage to oak tree limbs.

BIO/mm-21 Oak Woodlands. Based on the “final tally” (see BIO/mm-21), and prior to final
inspection, payment to the State Wildlife Conservation Board will be made at $970 per
oak tree that is removed and $485 per oak tree that is encroached upon or trimmed,
but not removed, or as otherwise required at project completion by the County.
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BIO/mm-22 Riparian – Activities Excluded. During construction, all refueling, maintenance, and
cleaning of equipment and vehicles (with the exception of the crane, the pile driving
hammer’s power pack, and two compressors which are relatively immobile) shall occur
at least 100 feet from all on-site riparian habitat or water bodies and not in a location
where a spill would drain directly toward aquatic habitat. For the crane, the pile driving
hammer’s power pack, and two compressors, which are somewhat immobile, and
refueling in place is proposed, the following Best Management Practices shall be used:

 Pismo Creek will be dewatered upstream of the existing Hyla road crossing in
advance of use of this equipment for bridge construction activities.

 All refueling, maintenance and repair shall be performed in accordance with
California Stormwater Quality Association (CASQA) Standard NS-9.

 All work shall conform to the Arroyo Grande Oil Field Spill Prevention, Containment
and Countermeasures (SPCC) Plan.

 All work shall conform to the Arroyo Grande Production Facilities Emergency
Response and Action Plan.

 Third party fuel suppliers must have a Spill Contingency Plan, emergency spill kit,
and insurance at the time of transfer.

 During refueling, maintenance, and repair, drip pans or absorbent mats shall be
used to contain potential drips, spills, parts, or debris.

 During hours of non-operation, equipment shall be parked with drip pans or
absorbent mats. All fuel or maintenance fluid storage containers shall be stored at
least 100 feet from the riparian area or water bodies per CASQA Standard WM-1.

 Fuel trucks involved in the refueling process shall meet all applicable DOT
standards (49 CFR).

 Fuel tank vents shall be closed, hoses secured and nozzles protected from drips
prior to mobilizing refueling trucks to and from equipment.

 Equipment shall be turned off prior to refueling.

 Two trained personnel shall oversee all refueling operations and maintain presence
at all times during refueling.

 Funnels shall be utilized when required.

 Refueling operations shall only be performed on level ground.

 Topping off shall be strictly prohibited.

 Gauges shall be inspected prior to refueling to ensure they are properly working.

 Capacity of tank shall be known prior to filling.
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 A “dip-stick” will be used to confirm the approximate volume of fuel to be
transferred.

 Hoses, fittings, and drip pans shall be inspected and maintained or repaired as
necessary prior to each refueling operation.

 Nozzles shall be operated by hand and not locked open and they will be hung and
stored facing up.

 Nozzle contact shall be maintained with fill pipe at all times when refueling
operations are occurring.

 Nozzles shall be drip-dried before being removed from a tank and nozzles will be
held upright to prevent fuel from dripping out of the nozzle.

 Sufficient time shall be allotted for refueling operations.

 Absorbent pad material shall be stored onsite for use in the event of an accidental
spill.

 Should a refueling spill or leak occur below the top of creek bank, the County shall
be notified immediately.  In addition, work shall stop in this area until it has been
cleaned up and the County concludes it poses no significant threat to the
environment or groundwater table. As applicable, other permitting agencies shall
also be notified immediately.

 Applicant shall review 7-day weather forecasts daily. Should the forecast identify a
high probability of a large event, adequate precautions shall be taken, including the
potential temporary removal of all equipment within the top of creek banks, to
ensure project elements will not contaminate the creek from surface runoff and
elevated creek flows.

Construction staging and vehicle refueling areas shall be clearly marked on project
plans. The County-approved qualified biologist shall ensure contamination of habitat
does not occur during such operations through regular vehicle and equipment checks
for leaks and spills, development of appropriate secondary containment devices in
areas where leaks or spills are likely to occur, and implementation of the Arroyo
Grande Oil Field Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plan (refer to HAZ/mm-
1).  The biologist shall be present for all refueling of the crane, the pile driving
hammer’s power pack, and two compressors. Prior to commencement of work, the
County Department of Planning and Building shall ensure that an adequate plan is in
place for prompt and effective response to any accidental spills (refer to HAZ/mm-1).
Prior to grading and construction, all workers shall be informed of the importance of
preventing spills and of the appropriate measures to take should a spill occur. County
Environmental Monitor shall regularly provide field inspections while any immobile
equipment is within the top of creek banks. The County monitor shall be present daily
should any work be done during the rainy season, or immediately before and after any
rain event outside of the rainy season to verify BMPs are in good working order and
compliance with this condition is met.

BIO/mm-23 Slope Restoration. Topographic contours shall be restored to blend with or match the
adjacent contours at the end of the project activities. This measure shall be
implemented in all areas disturbed by activities associated with the project, unless the
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USFWS and County determine that it is not feasible or modification of contours would
benefit sensitive species, including CRLF.

BIO/mm-24 Pile Driving. At the commencement of pile driving activities, the applicant shall
measure underwater sound levels at locations immediately upstream of the upstream
block net and immediately downstream of the downstream block net. Measurements
will be taken by a hydrophone or other appropriate instrument approved by NOAA
Fisheries. In the event measured sound levels exceed threshold levels utilized by
NOAA Fisheries (206 dB peak and 150 dB effective quiet), pile driving activities shall
be immediately stopped and NOAA Fisheries and the County Department of Planning
and Building consulted. At such time, the project applicant may be required to
implement additional hydroacoustic impact minimization measures, as directed by
NOAA Fisheries, including use of alternative methods of pile installation, limiting the
daily duration of pile driving activities, situating the blocking nets farther from the pile
driving locations in areas where measured sound levels are confirmed to be within
acceptable levels, and other techniques as may be recommended by the County or
NOAA Fisheries. Pile driving activities shall not be permitted to continue unless
measured sound levels in adjacent creek areas accessible to steelhead and other
aquatic species confirm hydroacoustic sound levels are within the acceptable range.

BIO/mm-25 Agency Permits. Prior to issuance of the grading permit, the applicant shall provide
copies of all required regulatory approvals and permits to the County, such as a
Section 404 permit from USACE, Section 401 Water Quality Certification from the
RWQCB, and Section 1600 Streambed Alteration Agreement from CDFW.

See also N/mm-1 for limited construction hours.

Cultural Resources

CR/mm-1 Cultural Resources – Monitoring Plan. Prior to issuance of a grading permit, the
applicant shall submit an ‘Archaeological Resources Monitoring Plan’, prepared by a
qualified archaeologist, for review and approval by the County Department of Planning
and Building. The intent of this plan is to monitor all earth-disturbing activities in areas
identified as potentially sensitive for cultural resources, per the approved monitoring
plan. The Plan shall describe the methods and procedures to be utilized during all
earth-disturbing activities associated with the Hyla Crossing Replacement Project. The
monitoring plan shall include at a minimum:

 list of personnel involved in the monitoring activities;

 inclusion of involvement of the Native American community, as appropriate;

 description of how the monitoring shall occur;

 description of frequency of monitoring (e.g., full-time, part time, spot checking);

 recommended excavation and vegetation clearing methods to be utilized;

 description of what resources are expected to be encountered;

 description of circumstances that would result in the halting of work at the project
site (e.g., What is considered “significant” archaeological resources?);
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 description of procedures for halting work on the site and notification procedures;

 provisions defining education of the construction crew;

 protocol for treating unanticipated finds; and,

 description of monitoring reporting procedures.

As applicable, all recommendations shall be put on applicable construction drawings
and implemented during construction.

CR/mm-2 Cultural Resources – Construction Monitoring. During all initial ground disturbing
construction activities, the applicant shall retain a county-qualified archaeologist to
monitor all earth disturbing activities, per the approved Archaeological Resources
Monitoring Plan. The archaeologist shall recommend methods of initial excavation and
vegetation clearing, which shall be implemented by the applicant. Upon the conclusion
of vegetation removal, the exposed ground surface shall be surveyed for potentially
intact archaeological resources by the archaeologist. Surface inspection shall be
augmented with shovel test pits or similar techniques as determined necessary by the
archaeologist. The timing and duration of the monitoring may be adjusted during
project implementation by the archaeologist, in consultation with the County
Department of Planning and Building.

CR/mm-3 Worker Training. Prior to ground disturbance and construction activities, the
designated archaeologist shall provide cultural resources awareness training to all field
crews and field supervisors. This training will include a description of the types of
resources that may be found in the project area, the protocols to be used in the event
of an unanticipated discovery, the importance of cultural resources to the Native
American community, and the laws protecting significant archaeological and historical
sites. In addition, the applicant shall provide all field supervisors with maps showing
those areas sensitive for potential buried resources.

CR/mm-4 Cultural Resource – Monitoring Report. During construction, the qualified archaeologist
shall prepare monthly progress reports to be filed with the applicant and the County of
San Luis Obispo. Upon completion of all monitoring/mitigation activities, and prior to
final inspection, the designated archaeologist shall submit a report to the
Environmental Coordinator summarizing all monitoring/mitigation activities and
confirming that all recommended mitigation measures have been met.

CR/mm-5 Human Remains – Discovery. Prior to issuance of a grading permit, the requirements
of California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5, regarding the discovery of
human remains, shall be noted on project plans. Prior to construction activities, the
requirements of California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 shall be reviewed
during cultural resources awareness training as described in CR/mm-3. Should human
remains be encountered, work shall stop in the vicinity until the issue has been
resolved per this Code.

CR/mm-6 Paleontological Monitoring and Treatment Plan. Prior to issuance of a grading permit,
the applicant shall retain a County-approved paleontologist to prepare a
Paleontological Monitoring and Treatment Plan (Plan), and submit the Plan to the
County for review and approval. The Plan shall be based on ‘Society of Vertebrate
Paleontology (SVP) guidelines’ and meet all regulatory requirements. The County-
approved paleontologist shall have a Master’s Degree or Ph.D. in paleontology, shall
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have knowledge of the local paleontology, and shall be familiar with paleontological
procedures and techniques. The Plan shall identify construction impact areas of
moderate to high sensitivity for encountering potential paleontological resources and
the shallowest depths at which those resources may be encountered. The Plan shall
detail the criteria to be used to determine whether an encountered resource is
significant, and if it should be avoided or recovered for its data potential. The Plan shall
also detail methods of recovery, preparation and analysis of specimens, final curation
of specimens at a federally accredited repository, data analysis, and reporting.

The Plan shall outline a coordination strategy to ensure that a County-approved
paleontological monitor will conduct full-time monitoring of all grading activities in the
“deeper” sediments determined to have a moderate to high sensitivity. For sediments
of low or undetermined sensitivity, the Plan shall determine what level of monitoring is
necessary. Sediments with no sensitivity will not require paleontological monitoring.

The Plan shall define specific conditions in which monitoring of earthwork activities
could be reduced and/or depth criteria established to trigger monitoring. These factors
shall be defined by the project paleontological resource specialist, following
examination of sufficient, representative excavations. As specified in the Plan,
approved measures shall be implemented during construction.

CR/mm-7 Paleontology Construction Monitoring. During construction, based on the Mitigation
Measure CR/mm-6 (Paleontological Monitoring and Treatment Plan), the applicant
shall conduct construction monitoring by a County-approved paleontological monitor as
specified in the Plan. This shall include monitoring during rough grading and trenching
in areas determined to have moderate to high paleontological sensitivity and which
have the potential to be shallow enough to be adversely affected by such earthwork.
Sediments of low, marginal undetermined sensitivity shall be monitored by a County-
approved paleontological monitor on a part-time basis (as determined by the County-
approved paleontologist).

CR/mm-8 Paleontological Data Recovery. Construction activities shall be diverted when data
recovery of significant fossils is warranted, as determined by the County-approved
paleontologist. Prior to final inspection, if avoidance of significant paleontological
resources is not feasible during grading, treatment (including recovery, specimen
preparation, data analysis, curation, and reporting) shall be carried out by the
applicant, in accordance with the approved Paleontological Monitoring and Treatment
Plan per Mitigation Measure CR/mm-6 (Paleontological Monitoring and Treatment
Plan), which shall at minimum include the following:

If the discovery meets the criteria for a fossil locality, formal locality documentation
activities will be performed.

If microfossil localities are discovered, locality documentation activities shall include the
collection of matrix material for processing. These activities may include use of
equipment to excavate fossil-containing soils, and establishment of stockpiles away
from the construction area. Testing of stockpiles shall consist of screen washing small
samples (200 pounds) to determine if fossils are present. Productive tests shall result
in screen washing of additional matrix from the stockpiles to a maximum of 6000
pounds per locality.

Fossils recovered shall be prepared, identified and cataloged, and donated to an
accredited repository approved by the County of San Luis Obispo. Any resources
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determined not to meet significance criteria shall be offered to local schools for use in
educational programs.

CR/mm-9 Paleontological Construction Personnel Training. Prior to the initiation of construction
or ground-disturbing activities, all construction personnel shall be trained regarding the
recognition of possible subsurface paleontological resources and protection of all
paleontological resources during construction grading. The County-approved
paleontologist shall complete training for all applicable personnel. Training shall inform
all applicable personnel of the procedures to be followed upon the discovery of
paleontological materials.

All personnel shall be instructed that unauthorized collection or disturbance of
protected fossils on or offsite by the applicant, its representatives, or employees will
not be allowed. Violators shall be subject to prosecution under the appropriate State
and federal laws. Unauthorized resource collection or disturbance may constitute
grounds for the issuance of a stop work order. The following issues shall be addressed
in training or in preparation for construction:

All construction contracts shall include clauses that require grading personnel to attend
training so that they are aware of the potential for inadvertently exposing subsurface
paleontological resources, their responsibility to avoid and protect all such resources,
and the penalties for collection, vandalism, or inadvertent destruction of paleontological
resources.

A County-approved paleontologist shall provide a background briefing for supervisory
personnel describing the potential for exposing paleontological resources, the location
of any potential paleontological resources, and procedures and notifications required in
the event of discoveries by project personnel or paleontological monitors. Supervisory
personnel shall enforce restrictions on collection or disturbance of fossils.

Upon discovery of paleontological resources by paleontologists or construction
personnel, work in the immediate area of the find shall be diverted until cleared by the
project paleontologist. Once the find has been inspected and a preliminary assessment
made by the paleontologist, the County will be notified. The applicant shall then
proceed with data recovery in accordance with the approved Treatment Plan and
approval of the Environmental Coordinator.

CR/mm-10 Paleontological Resources – Monitoring Report. During construction, the qualified
paleontologist shall prepare monthly progress reports to be filed with the applicant and
the County of San Luis Obispo. Upon completion of all monitoring/mitigation activities,
and prior to final inspection, the designated paleontologist shall submit the final report
which shall include a list of resources recovered, documentation of each site/locality,
interpretation of resources recovered and shall include all specialist’s reports as
appendices. It will also summarize all monitoring/ mitigation activities and confirming
that all recommended mitigation measures have been met.

Geology and Soils

GEO/mm-1 Geotechnical Report. Prior to issuance of a grading permit, the applicant shall submit a
design-level geotechnical report to the County Department of Planning and Building for
review and approval. The geotechnical report shall be prepared by a qualified,
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registered civil engineer or other qualified professional licensed by the state to perform
such work. The plan shall incorporate and conform to all applicable requirements of the
latest edition of the California Building Code and American Association of State
Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) requirements, including applicable
AASHTO Load and Resistance Factor Design (LRFD) Bridge Design Specifications,
Caltrans Load Factor Design (LFD) Bridge Design Specifications, and Caltrans
Seismic Design Criteria (SDC). During construction, the applicant shall incorporate all
design and engineering recommendations within the geotechnical report to meet or
exceed current engineering standards.

GEO/mm-2 Grading Plan. Prior to issuance of a grading permit, the applicant shall provide a
grading plan that meets the requirements of Section 22.52.100 of the San Luis Obispo
County Land Use Ordinance. The grading plan shall be prepared by a qualified,
registered civil engineer or other qualified professional licensed by the state to perform
such work, and shall be subject to review and approval by the County Department of
Planning and Building, in consultation with the County Public Works Department.
Construction and grading work shall be completed according to the approved grading
plan.

GEO/mm-3 Drainage Plan. Prior to issuance of a grading permit, the applicant shall provide a
drainage plan that meets the requirements of Section 22.52.110 of the San Luis
Obispo County Land Use Ordinance. The drainage plan shall be prepared by a
registered civil engineer and subject to review and approval by the County Department
of Planning and Building, in consultation with the County Public Works Department.
Construction and grading work shall be completed according to the approved drainage
plan.

GEO/mm-4 Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan. Prior to issuance of a grading permit, the
applicant shall provide an erosion and sedimentation control plan that meets the
requirements of Section 22.52.120 of the San Luis Obispo County Land Use
Ordinance. The erosion and sedimentation control plan shall identify how disturbed
soils will be stabilized to prevent wind and water erosion during construction and
immediately after construction until the revegetation activities are commenced. The
plan shall include temporary best management practices (BMPs) to be installed during
the rainy season that may include, but are not limited to, use of mulch, soil stabilizers,
or other recognized surface stabilization measures determined to be compatible with
project area sensitive species. The plan shall include standard provisions for dust
control by water truck (LUO Sec. 22.52.160 - Construction Procedures) or periodic
application of soil stabilizers during construction. Construction and grading work shall
be completed according to the approved sedimentation and erosion control plan.

GEO/mm-5 Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan. Prior to issuance of a grading permit, the
applicant shall provide the County evidence that a stormwater pollution prevention plan
has been prepared (or modified) meeting RWQCB standards and prior to construction,
implemented on site. The SWPPP shall be retained on-site during construction.

GEO/mm-6 Rainy Season. All reasonable efforts will be made to conduct all construction activities
within the dry season (April 15 through October 15). If construction activities outside of
the dry season are necessary, implementation of Best Management Practices (BMPs)
per the approved erosion and sedimentation control plan is required prior to the start of
the rainy season or ground clearing activities. In addition, the applicant must
demonstrate that no additional biological resource impacts would result (see BIO/mm-
3).
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GEO/mm-7 Naturally Occurring Asbestos. Naturally Occurring Asbestos (NOA) has been identified
as a toxic air contaminant by the California Air Resources Board (ARB). Under the
ARB Air Toxics Control Measure (ATCM) for Construction, Grading, Quarrying, and
Surface Mining Operations, prior to any grading activities a geologic evaluation should
be conducted to determine if NOA is present within the area that will be disturbed. If
NOA is not present, an exemption request must be filed with the APCD. If NOA is
found at the site, the applicant must comply with all requirements outlined in the
Asbestos ATCM. This may include development of an Asbestos Dust Mitigation Plan
and an Asbestos Health and Safety Program for approval by the APCD.

Hazards and Hazardous Materials

HAZ/mm-1 Emergency Response and Fire Safety Plans. Prior to issuance of a grading permit, the
applicant shall review, modify as appropriate, and submit emergency response and fire
safety plans for review and approval by the County Department of Planning and
Building (in consultation with other County departments with jurisdiction), including the
following:

 Arroyo Grande Production Facility Emergency Response Action Plan;

 Hazardous Materials Business Plan;

 Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plan; and

 Arroyo Grande Production Facility Fire Safety Plan.

If any of the materials proposed for use during project construction is not already
addressed in the facility’s existing plans, the applicant would be required to amend the
plan(s) subject to approval by the County Department of Planning and Building, Cal
Fire, and the County Environmental Health Division prior to the issuance of a grading
permit. The applicant would then be required to follow such plans throughout project
construction activities.

Noise

N/mm-1 Construction Hours. The Applicant shall conduct all noisy construction activities within
the following timeframes:

Between 7:00 a.m. and 9 p.m. on Mondays through Fridays, and

Between 8:00 a.m. and 5 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays.
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