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INTRODUCTIONCHAPTER 1.

A. Project Overview

The County of San Luis Obispo, Planning and Building Department 
has embarked on a Complete Communities Survey (CCS).  It will 
help implement the County’s Strategic Growth principles, policies 
and strategies to achieve more community-focused, compact de-
velopment that uses land, water, energy, and fiscal resources more 
efficiently.  A complete community refers to a community that has 
adequate utility infrastructure, transportation infrastructure, and
public facilities.  It also has land use policies that balance the so-
cial, economic, health, and safety needs of its population.

As part of the CCS project, this facilities inventory has been pre-
pared for four unincorporated communities: San Miguel, Templeton, 
Oceano, and Nipomo.  The facilities inventory provides an overview 
of the capacity and conditions of existing infrastructure, an assess-
ment of the future needs for infrastructure and public facilities given 
projected growth, and an estimate of the costs of providing needed 
public facilities.

The essential facilities that support Strategic Growth are listed in 
Table 1-1 and briefly described in this chapter.  A detailed summary 
of infrastructure and public facilities that support strategically 
planned, livable, and walkable communities can be found in the 
Communities Research Summary at www.sloplanning.org, under 
Plans and Programs. 

B. Facilities Inventory

Preparing a facilities inventory is critical in creating a complete 
community.  The intent of this inventory is to inform the public and 
decision-makers about the existing conditions of community facili-
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ties and needed improvements, in order to prepare for future 
growth and to achieve complete communities as envisioned by the 
County’s adopted Strategic Growth policies. 

1. Facilities Inventory Content
The following chapters contain inventories of San Miguel, Temple-
ton, Oceano, and Nipomo.  Chapter 6 provides a zoning balance 
discussion for each of the four communities.  The facilities inventory 
of each community begins with a brief introduction and the project-
ed population growth, followed by three sections: utility infrastruc-
ture, transportation, and public facilities.  Each section consists of a 
brief description, maps, and tables that illustrate existing conditions 
and needed improvements for the next 10 and 25 years.  Estimated 
costs of projected facilities are included where they have been
identified.  The estimated costs only consider new public infrastruc-
ture costs, excluding sewer or water hook-up costs, and do not take 
into account environmental compliance requirements, such as ar-
chaeological monitoring and mitigation measures.

2. Methodology and Data Sources
The San Luis Obispo County Planning and Building Department 
has developed population growth projections for 2020 and 2035 for 
each of the four communities. In most cases, this report relies on 
the County’s population projection figures to estimate future im-
provements needs. This report also assumes the County’s 2010 
population estimates as representative of existing conditions. For 
instance, this report estimates additional need for library space and 
parkland in 2020 based on projected population growth between 
2010 and 2020.

The County’s population projection figures are based on various 
sources, including the 2010 U.S. Census, the 2010 CalFire Address 
Points Survey of Dwelling Units, and projections prepared by 
AECOM for the San Luis Obispo Council of Governments. There-
fore, the County’s population projection figures differ somewhat
from 2010 U.S. Census and growth projections developed by other 
agencies.  For instance, the Community Services District in each 
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community prepares plans for water, sewer or other facilities based 
on their own population projections, which differ from the County’s 
projections in regard to number of residents, geographic coverage,
and timeframes.  Where an agency or document uses different as-
sumptions than the County’s population projections, this report 
notes the differences.

This report relies on a range of sources to define existing conditions
for the different facilities (described below), including conversations 
with agencies, online research, and planning documents.  When 
current data is not available, this report uses the most recent plan-
ning documents available to identify existing conditions.  In such 
cases, the data sources and publish dates are footnoted.  

C. Complete Community Facilities

Table 1-1 below lists public infrastructure, facilities and other fea-
tures that are needed to make a community complete, such as wa-
ter and sewer systems, drainage facilities, sidewalks, transit, parks, 
libraries and other public facilities.  These features are categorized 
into four groups: utility infrastructure, transportation, public facilities, 
and zoning balance. The following provides a brief description of 
each group. 

1. Utility Infrastructure
Complete communities are only possible if adequate infrastructure
systems are in place to serve them, including water, wastewater,
and stormwater. Even though these systems are generally not as 
visible as some other features, they are critical to a community’s 
quality of life and its ability to support new growth.  The compo-
nents of utility infrastructure included in this report are water supply, 
water distribution, wastewater, stormwater, and solid waste sys-
tems.
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TABLE 1-1 COMPLETE COMMUNITY FEATURES

Utility Infrastructure Transportation
Water Supply 
Water Distribution
Wastewater 
Stormwater 
Solid Waste

Street and Highway Systems, 
Street Maintenance

Sidewalks
Bicycle Lanes and Paths
Public Transit Systems
Park-and-Ride Lots
Streetscapes

Public Facilities Zoning Balance
Public Parks and Open Space
Trails
Schools
Libraries
Community/Civic Facilities
Public Services Facilities
Public Safety Buildings

Zoning for Walkability
Commercial Mix and Access to 

Fresh Food
Job-Creating Uses
Diverse and Affordable Housing 

Opportunities
Zoning for Economic Benefits
Community Design and Density

2. Transportation
Transportation networks increase mobility for residents, support 
local economies, and are critical to defining the urban character of 
a community.  Complete communities provide viable alternatives to 
driving for local residents through efficient street and highway sys-
tems, adequate pedestrian circulation systems, bicycle amenities, 
and transit options. The components of transportation system in-
cluded in this report are street maintenance, highway and street 
systems, bicycle lanes and paths, sidewalks, transit systems, park-
and-ride lots, and streetscapes.

3. Public Facilities
Public facilities are intended to serve basic needs of communities, 
such as safety protection from crime and fire hazards, health care 
services, and recreational and educational opportunities for adults 
as well as children.  The public facilities listed in this inventory in-
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clude public safety buildings, community/neighborhood parks, trails, 
civic/community facilities, public services facilities, libraries, and 
schools.

4. Zoning Balance
A complete community needs to contain a diversity and appropriate 
mix of residential, retail, and employment land uses.  This mixture 
of land uses supports convenient access to goods and services, 
transportation alternatives, job growth and economic investment, 
and affordable housing choices.  Chapter 6 discusses the zoning 
balance of each community based on designated land uses on the 
County’s land use maps, and makes recommendations to achieve 
more balanced zoning.

D. Next Steps

Based on this Facilities Inventory, a Funding and Financing Plan
will be prepared to identify strategies for implementation of the 
identified improvements.  The Funding and Financing Plan will out-
line funding sources and financing mechanisms that can be imple-
mented by the responsible agencies and districts.  Following the 
Funding and Financing Plan, a Community Profile for each com-
munity will be created to describe existing conditions, summarize 
the facilities inventory, and identify an implementation approach 
and applicable funding strategies.
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