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In any case where a proposed project requiring land use or building permit approval involves 50 or more 
cubic yards of earth moving, the permit application is to include a grading plan containing the 
information specified by this section.  Where a grading permit is required by Section 22.05.026 (Grading 
Permit Required), the grading plan is also to include all information required by Section 22.05.028 
(Grading Permit - Application Content).   
 
 
GRADING PLANS 

 
Grading plans are to be neatly and accurately drawn to scale and including the following information: 

o Existing ground contours or elevations of the site at two foot intervals. 

o Contours or site elevations after grading is completed, including any modifications to drainage 

channels. 

o Any required retaining walls or other means of retaining cuts or fills. 

o Elevations of the edge of the pavement or road at driveway entrance. 

o Elevations of the finish floor of the garage or other parking area. 

o Elevations at the base of building corners. 

 
 
GRADING PERMITS 
 

Minor Grading:  Where Section 22.05.026 requires a grading permit and the grading will move 
less than 5,000 cubic yards; is located on slopes less than 30%; and is not located within a 
Geologic Study Area or Flood Hazard combining designation, the application for a grading permit 
is to include the following, where required by the Building Official: 

 
o Contour Information 

For sites with slopes of 10% or less:  generalized existing contours and drainage 
channels, including areas of the subject site and adjoining properties that will be affected 
by the disturbance either directly or through drainage alterations. 

 
For sites with slopes greater than 10% but less than 30%:  details of area drainage and 
accurate contours of existing ground at two-foot intervals; for slopes 30% or greater, 
contours at five-foot intervals. 

 
o Location of any buildings or structures existing or proposed on the site within 50 feet of the 

area that may be affected by the proposed grading operations. 
 

o Proposed use of the site necessitating grading, where a land use permit has not been issued. 
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o Limiting dimensions, elevations or finished contours to be achieved by the grading and 
proposed drainage channels and related construction. 

 
o Drainage plan (Section 22.05.044 - Drainage Plan Content). 

 
o Compaction report, where a site is proposed to be filled to be used for a building pad. 

 
o A soil engineering report, including data regarding the nature, distribution and strength of 

existing soils, conclusions and recommendations for grading procedures and criteria for 
corrective measures when necessary, and opinions and recommendations covering adequacy 
of sites to be developed by the proposed grading. 

 
o An engineering geology report, including a description of site geology, conclusions and 

recommendations regarding the effect of geologic conditions on the proposed development, 
and opinions and recommendations covering the adequacy of sites to be developed by the 
proposed grading when in a GS zone. 

 
o Intended means of revegetation, including the location, species, container size and quantity of 

plant materials proposed, and the proposed time of planting. 
 

o Protective measures to be taken during construction such as hydro-mulching, berms 
(temporary or permanent), interceptor ditches, subsurface drains, terraces, and/or sediment 
traps in order to prevent erosion of the cut faces of excavations or of the sloping surfaces of 
fills. 

 
Engineered Grading:  Where Section 22.05.026 requires a grading permit and the grading will 
move 5,000 cubic yards or more, is located on slopes of 30% or greater or is located within a 
Geologic Study Area or Flood Hazard area, the grading plan is to be prepared and certified by a 
registered civil engineer and is to include specifications covering construction and material 
requirements in addition to the information required for minor grading. 

 
 
STANDARDS   

All excavations and fills are to be conducted in accordance with the provisions of Sections 3304 
through 3318 of the Uniform Building Code and the following standards: 
 

Area of Cuts and Fills:  Cuts and fills are to be limited to the minimum amount necessary to 
provide stable embankments for required parking areas or street rights-of-way, structural 
foundations and adequate residential yard area or outdoor storage or sales area incidental to a 
non-residential use. 
 
Creation of Building Sites - Slope Limitation:  Grading for the purpose of creating a site for a 
building or structure shall be prohibited on slopes of 30% or greater, except where authorized 
through Development Plan approval. 
 
Final Contours:  Contours, elevations and shapes of finished surfaces are to be blended with 
adjacent natural terrain to achieve a consistent grade and natural appearance.  Borders of cut 
slopes and fills are to be rounded off to a minimum radius of five feet to blend with the natural 
terrain. 
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Grading Near Watercourses:  Grading, dredging, or diking may not alter any intermittent or 
perennial stream or natural body of water shown on any USGS 7 1/2-minute map, except as 
permitted through approval of a county drainage plan and a streambed alteration permit from the 
California Department of Fish and Game issued under Sections 1601 or 1602 of the Fish and 
Game Code.  Watercourses are to be protected as follows: 

 
o Watercourses shall not be obstructed unless an alternate drainage facility is approved. 

o Fills placed within watercourses shall have suitable protection against erosion during flooding. 

o Grading equipment shall not cross or disturb channels containing live streams without siltation 

control measures approved by the County Engineer in place. 

o Excavated materials shall not be deposited or stored in or along-side a watercourse where the 

materials can be washed away by high water or storm runoff. 

 
Revegetation:  Where natural vegetation has been removed through grading in areas not 
affected by the landscaping requirements (Section 22.04.180 et.seq. - Landscaping, Screening 
and Fencing), and that are not to be occupied by structures, such areas are to be replanted as set 
forth in this subsection to prevent erosion after construction activities are completed. 

 
Preparation for Revegetation:  Topsoil removed from the surface in preparation for grading 
and construction is to be stored on or near the site and protected from erosion while grading 
operations are underway, provided that such storage may not be located where it would cause 
suffocation of root systems of trees intended to be preserved.  After completion of such 
grading, topsoil is to be restored to exposed cut and fill embankments or building pads to 
provide a suitable base for seeding and planting. 

 
Methods of Revegetation:  Acceptable methods of revegetation include hydro-mulching or the 
planting of rye grass, barley, or other seed with equivalent germination rates.  Lawn or other 
appropriate landscape cover is to be sown at not less than four pounds to each 1,000 square 
feet of land area.  Other revegetation methods offering equivalent protection may be approved 
by the Building Official.  Plant materials are to be watered at intervals sufficient to assure 
survival and growth.  Native plant materials are encouraged to reduce irrigation demands. 

 
Timing of Revegetation Measures:  Permanent revegetation or landscaping should begin on 
the construction site as soon as practical and shall begin no later than six months after 
achieving final grades and utility emplacements. 


