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3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ANALYSIS 

The following is an introduction to the environmental analysis of the Program contained in Sections 
3.1 through 3.12, providing the reader an overview of the structure, approach, and impact 
definitions. The reader is referred to the individual technical sections of the EIR (Sections 3.1 to 3.12) 
regarding the specific assumptions and methodologies used in the analysis for that particular 
technical subject.  

3.0.1 BASELINE ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS ASSUMED IN THE EIR 

State CEQA Guidelines Section 15125(a) requires that an EIR include a description of the physical 
environmental conditions in the vicinity of a project, as they exist at the time the Notice of 
Preparation (NOP) is published. The CEQA Guidelines also specify that this description of the 
physical environmental conditions should serve as the baseline physical conditions by which a 
lead agency determines whether the impacts of a project are considered significant.  

Much of the environmental setting conditions in San Luis Obispo County are described in 
Chapter 2.0, Project Description, of this EIR. The individual analysis sections of the EIR (see 
Sections 3.1 through 3.12) further detail the physical setting and regulatory environment with 
respect to each topic as they existed when the NOP was released on April 23, 2014.  

3.0.2 STRUCTURE OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ANALYSIS 

The individual technical sections of the EIR follow the following format. 

PHYSICAL SETTING 

This subsection provides a reference for the physical setting conditions associated with the 
technical area of discussion, consistent with State CEQA Guidelines Section 15125. As previously 
identified above, the environmental setting is based on conditions as they existed when the NOP 
for the project was released on April 23, 2014.  

REGULATORY SETTING 

This subsection consists of the identification of applicable state and local plans, policies, laws, 
and regulations that apply to the technical area of discussion. 

IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES 

This subsection identifies direct and indirect environmental effects associated with 
implementation of the RESP. Standards of significance are identified and used to determine 
whether the environmental effects are considered “significant” and require the application of 
mitigation measures. Each environmental impact analysis is identified numerically. Where 
applicable, impact analyses are further categorized into the four inland planning areas (Carrizo, 
North County, San Luis Obispo, and South County) in the county (the RESP does not apply to the 
County’s Coastal Zone). 

Due to the programmatic nature of the EIR (no specific projects are evaluated), it is not possible 
to craft site-specific and project-specific mitigation measures. Instead, this EIR identifies 
standards in the Program that would avoid or minimize significant environmental effects.  
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CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

State CEQA Guidelines Section 15130 requires that EIRs include an analysis of the cumulative 
impacts of a project when the project’s effect is considered cumulatively considerable. Each 
technical section in the EIR considers whether the project’s effect on anticipated cumulative 
setting conditions is cumulatively considerable (i.e., a significant effect). “Cumulatively 
considerable” means that the incremental effects of an individual project are significant when 
viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of other current projects, and 
the effects of probable future projects (Section 15065(a)(3)).  

3.0.3 IMPACT DETERMINATIONS USED IN THE EIR 

This EIR uses the following terminology to describe the environmental effects of the proposed 
project: 

• Class I. Significant, Unavoidable and Adverse: An impact that cannot be reduced to below 
the threshold level given reasonably available and feasible mitigation measures. Such an 
impact requires a Statement of Overriding Considerations to be issued if the project is 
approved per Section 15093 of the State CEQA Guidelines. 

• Class II. Significant but Mitigable: An impact that can be reduced to below the threshold 
level given reasonably available and feasible mitigation measures. Such an impact requires 
findings to be made under Section 15091 of the State CEQA Guidelines. 

• Class III. Less than Significant: An impact that may be adverse, but does not exceed the 
threshold levels and does not require mitigation measures. However, mitigation measures 
that could further lessen the environmental effect may be suggested if readily available and 
easily achievable. 

• Class IV. Beneficial: An effect that would reduce existing environmental problems or hazards. 

• Insignificant Impact: The resource area bears little relation to the actions proposed and 
impacts would be negligible. 

• Less Than Cumulatively Considerable Impact: A less than cumulatively considerable impact 
would cause no substantial change in the physical condition of the environment under 
cumulative conditions. 

• Cumulatively Considerable Impact: A cumulatively considerable impact would result when 
the incremental effects of an individual project result in a significant adverse physical impact 
on the environment under cumulative conditions. 
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