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ES EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Pursuant to California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15123, this section of 
the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) provides a brief summary of the Renewable Energy 
Streamlining Program (RESP or Program) and its potential impacts. The remainder of the 
document and technical appendices provide the discussion and support for the conclusions 
found here.  

ES1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 

This EIR has been prepared by the County of San Luis Obispo to analyze the potential 
environmental effects associated with implementation of the proposed Renewable Energy 
Streamlining Program. The EIR analysis focuses on potential environmental impacts that could 
arise from implementation of the proposed Program as regulated and guided by the large 
number of federal, state, and local regulations, including ordinances, General Plan policies, and 
local resource plans. The EIR is intended to provide a credible worst-case scenario of the 
impacts resulting from project implementation.  

ES2 PROGRAM SUMMARY  

The County has prepared a Renewable Energy Streamlining Program that is intended to 
encourage and streamline permitting of certain solar electric facilities (SEF) and wind energy 
conversion systems (WECS) in the most suitable locations in the unincorporated area of the 
county. This would be formalized through County ordinance revisions and associated updates to 
County policies.  

The Program includes a new Renewable Energy (RE) Combining Designation to identify the most 
suitable locations for renewable energy development. Section 22.14.010 of the San Luis Obispo 
County Land Use Ordinance (LUO) defines a combining designation as: 

Combining designations are used to identify and highlight areas of the county having 
natural or built features which are sensitive, hazardous, fragile, of cultural or educational 
value, or of economic value as extractable natural resources. The purpose of combining 
designation standards is to require project design that will give careful consideration to 
the land features, structures and activities identified by the combining designations. 
These standards provide for more detailed project review where necessary to support 
public safety or proper use of public resources. 

The RE Combining Designation was designed to encompass areas with access to renewable 
energy infrastructure (transmission and substations) while excluding areas that may result in land 
use conflicts or otherwise impact natural resources.  

The Program also includes revisions to the County’s General Plan, LUO, and Williamson Act Rules 
of Procedure to support siting, review, and permit streamlining of distributed generation 
renewable energy facilities, including rooftop solar and wind facilities, solar-covered parking lots, 
and small wind generators. The Program focuses only on the inland area of the county and does 
not include the Coastal Zone. 

This programmatic environmental impact report (PEIR) is intended to support streamlining of on-
site facilities as well as eligible renewable energy projects in the RE Combining Designation 
areas. No specific renewable energy development projects are being proposed or approved as 
part of this environmental review and subsequent consideration of Program adoption.  
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ES3 SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS  

Table ES-1 presents a summary of project impacts organized alphabetically by resource 
category. Of the potential environmental impacts discussed in the body of the EIR (Section 3.0), 
potential Program impacts to aesthetics and visual resources, agricultural resources, and land 
use and planning are considered significant, unavoidable, and adverse. These impacts are 
summarized below. 

• Aesthetics and Visual Resources – Implementation of the proposed Program could 
include enclosed and open areas containing installation infrastructure (e.g., solar panels, 
switchgear components, and on-site maintenance operation building/structure), access 
roads, and fencing. These built structures (e.g., buildings, piping, fencing, and collector 
arrays) would introduce industrial elements into the landscape that could contrast with 
surrounding undisturbed areas in form, line, color, and texture.  

To reduce associated visual impacts, all ground-mounted SEFs would be subject to Site 
Plan Review and performance standards such as height limitations and minimum 
setbacks of solar facilities from adjacent parcels. Additionally, ground-mounted SEFs 
would not be allowed on significant ridgetops or in areas containing scenic geologic 
resources, such as exposed bedrock or rock outcroppings. Setback standards would 
minimize visual intrusion to foreground views, the distances in which streamlined solar 
facilities would have the greatest daytime visibility. Similarly, height standards would also 
reduce visual impacts by helping to minimize vertical massing and line-of-sight intrusions 
from adjacent viewsheds.  

Existing and proposed standards will minimize the visual impacts of solar installations. 
However, because the site-specific visual characteristics and setting of projects 
proposed under the Program cannot be known, it accordingly cannot be known with 
certainty that unique aesthetic and visual elements of streamlined projects could result in 
impacts. Therefore, a potential remains that certain SEFs could result in an aesthetic 
incompatibility within public view that would be considered significant, unavoidable, 
and adverse. 

• Agricultural Resources – The proposed Program could result in the conversion of 
Important Agricultural Soils to nonagricultural uses. Specifically, ground-mounted Tier 1 
SEFs up to 20 acres in total footprint size would be eligible for streamlining throughout the 
county (excluding the Coastal Zone) as long as they are located on disturbed land that 
does not have Class I or Class II soils. This does not preclude the potential for ground-
mounted Tier 1 SEFs up to 20 acres in size being developed on Important Agricultural Soils, 
as disturbed soils can also be Important Agricultural Soils.  

In contrast, Tier 2 and 3 SEFs proposed for streamlining eligibility can not be located on 
Important Agricultural Soils and under the County Code, SEFs subject to a discretionary 
permit that are proposed on Important Agricultural Soils are required to provide a 
conservation easement at a 3:1 ratio on a parcel in the county other than the proposed 
project site.  

While this conservation easement measure could be similarly applied to Tier 1 ground-
mounted SEFs proposed on Important Agricultural Soils, such mitigation would run 
counter to the primary objectives of the Program. The County is seeking to encourage 
development of these smaller-scale (20 acres or less) Tier 1 SEFs by removing barriers to 
approval. Requiring conservation easements for SEFs that are 20 acres or less in size 
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would place additional financial and legal burden on agricultural landowners, essentially 
discouraging applications and defeating streamlining efforts. Therefore, this measure was 
rejected and as a result, this impact is considered significant, unavoidable, and adverse.  

• Land Use and Planning – As discussed in the EIR, the proposed Program is consistent with 
the County’s overall goals, objectives, plans, and policies, as established in the General 
Plan and codified in the Land Use Ordinance. The one exception identified is the 
potential for the Program to indirectly result in the conversion of agricultural land uses to 
renewable energy uses, as discussed above. Accordingly, this impact is similarly 
identified as significant, unavoidable, and adverse. 
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TABLE ES-1 
SUMMARY OF IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES 

Impact Level of Significance 
Without Mitigation Mitigation Measure Resulting Level of 

Significance 

Aesthetics and Visual Resources  

Impact 3-1-1   
Construction  Implementation of the proposed Program could result in a 

substantial adverse effect on a scenic view during 
construction.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-1-1  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could result in the 

development of solar energy projects that have a substantial 
adverse effect on a scenic view.  

Significant, Unavoidable, 
and Adverse 

None suitable Significant, 
Unavoidable, and 

Adverse 

Impact 3-1-1   
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could result in the 

development of wind energy projects that have a substantial 
adverse effect on a scenic view.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-1-1  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in the 

development of renewable energy projects that have a 
substantial adverse effect on a scenic view.  

Significant, Unavoidable, 
and Adverse 

None suitable Significant, 
Unavoidable, and 

Adverse 

Impact 3-1-2  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could introduce 

uses that damage scenic resources.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-1-2  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could introduce 

uses that damage scenic resources.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-1-2  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could introduce 

uses that damage scenic resources.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-1-3  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could substantially 

degrade the visual character of an area.  

Significant, Unavoidable, 
and Adverse 

None suitable Significant, 
Unavoidable, and 

Adverse 
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Impact Level of Significance 
Without Mitigation Mitigation Measure Resulting Level of 

Significance 

Impact 3-1-3  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could substantially 

degrade the visual character of an area.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-1-3  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could substantially 

degrade the visual character of an area.  

Significant, Unavoidable, 
and Adverse 

None suitable Significant, 
Unavoidable, and 

Adverse 

Impact 3-1-4  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could result in the 

creation of glare or night lighting that would affect 
surrounding areas.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-1-4  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could result in the 

creation of glare or night lighting that would affect 
surrounding areas.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-1-4  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in the 

creation of glare or night lighting that would affect 
surrounding areas.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-1-5  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

impacts to unique geological or physical features.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-1-5  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

impacts to unique geological or physical features.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-1-5  
Policy Changes Changes to countywide policies resulting from the proposed 

Program could result in impacts to unique geological or 
physical features.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

County of San Luis Obispo Renewable Energy Streamlining Program 
November 2014  Draft Environmental Impact Report 

ES-5 



ES EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Impact Level of Significance 
Without Mitigation Mitigation Measure Resulting Level of 

Significance 

Agricultural Resources  

Impact 3-2-1  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could convert 

Important Agricultural Soils to nonagricultural use.  

Significant, Unavoidable, 
and Adverse 

None suitable Significant, 
Unavoidable, and 

Adverse 

Impact 3-2-1  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could convert 

Important Agricultural Soils to nonagricultural use.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-2-1 
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

changes to countywide policies that could indirectly result in 
the conversion of Important Agricultural Soils to 
nonagricultural use.  

Significant, Unavoidable, 
and Adverse 

None suitable Significant, 
Unavoidable, and 

Adverse 

Impact 3-2-2  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could conflict with 

existing zoning for agricultural use or with the Williamson Act 
program. 

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-2-2  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could conflict with 

existing zoning for agricultural use or with the Williamson Act 
program.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-2-2  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

changes to countywide policies that could conflict with 
existing zoning for agricultural use or with the Williamson Act 
program.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-2-3  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could impair 

agricultural use of other property or result in conversion to 
other uses.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 
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Impact Level of Significance 
Without Mitigation Mitigation Measure Resulting Level of 

Significance 

Impact 3-2-3  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could impair 

agricultural use of other property or result in conversion to 
other uses.   

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-2-3  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

changes to countywide policies that could impair agricultural 
use of other property or result in conversion to other uses.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Air Quality 

Impact 3-3-1  
Solar/Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could violate state 

or federal ambient air quality standard and exceed county air 
quality emission thresholds.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-3-1  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

changes to countywide policies that could indirectly violate 
state or federal ambient air quality standards or exceed county 
air quality emission thresholds.  

Less than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-3-2  
Solar/Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

exposure of a sensitive receptor to substantial air pollution 
concentrations.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-3-2  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

changes to countywide policies and could result in the 
exposure of a sensitive receptor to substantial air pollution 
concentrations.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-3-3 
Solar/Wind Implementation of proposed solar and wind energy facilities 

could result in projects that would include sources of odors 
which could affect surrounding land uses.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 
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Impact Level of Significance 
Without Mitigation Mitigation Measure Resulting Level of 

Significance 

Impact 3-3-3  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

changes to countywide policies and could result in projects 
that would include substantial or long-term sources of odors 
which could affect surrounding land uses.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-3-4  
Solar/Wind Implementation of proposed solar and wind energy facilities 

could conflict with the SLOAPCD 2001 Clean Air Plan.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-3-4  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

changes to countywide policies that could indirectly conflict 
with the SLOAPCD 2001 Clean Air Plan.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Biological Resources 

Impact 3-4-1  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could result in a loss 

of habitat for unique or special-status species.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-4-1  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could result in a loss 

of habitat for unique or special-status species.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-4-1  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

changes to countywide policies that could indirectly result in 
a loss of habitat for unique or special-status species.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-4-2  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could reduce the 

extent, diversity, or quality of native or other important 
vegetation.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-4-2  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could reduce the 

extent, diversity, or quality of native or other important 
vegetation.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 
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Impact Level of Significance 
Without Mitigation Mitigation Measure Resulting Level of 

Significance 

Impact 3-4-2  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could reduce the 

extent, diversity, or quality of native or other important 
vegetation.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-4-3  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could impact 

wetland or riparian habitat.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-4-3  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could impact 

wetland or riparian habitat.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-4-3 
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could impact 

wetland or riparian habitat. 

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-4-4  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could interfere with 

the movement of resident or migratory fish or wildlife species, 
or factors which could hinder normal activities of wildlife.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-4-4  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could interfere with 

the movement of resident or migratory fish or wildlife species, 
or factors which could hinder normal activities of wildlife.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-4-4 
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could interfere with 

the movement of resident or migratory fish or wildlife species, 
or factors which could hinder normal activities of wildlife.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-4-5  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could conflict with 

regional plans or policies to protect sensitive species or with 
state or federal regulations.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 
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Impact Level of Significance 
Without Mitigation Mitigation Measure Resulting Level of 

Significance 

Impact 3-4-5  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could conflict with 

regional plans or policies to protect sensitive species or with 
state or federal regulations.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-4-5  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could conflict with 

regional plans or policies to protect sensitive species or with 
state or federal regulations.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Cultural Resources 

Impact 3-5-1  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could cause a 

substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical 
resource. 

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-5-1  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could cause a 

substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical 
resource.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-5-1  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

changes to countywide policies that could cause a substantial 
adverse change in the significance of a historical resource.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-5-2  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could cause a 

substantial adverse change in the significance of an 
archaeological resource.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-5-2  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could cause a 

substantial adverse change in the significance of an 
archaeological resource.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 
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Impact Level of Significance 
Without Mitigation Mitigation Measure Resulting Level of 

Significance 

Impact 3-5-2  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

changes to countywide policies that could cause a substantial 
adverse change in the significance of archaeological 
resources.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-5-3  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could disturb 

human remains.  

Less Than Significant None required  Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-5-3  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could disturb 

human remains.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-5-3  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

changes to countywide policies that could disturb human 
remains.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-5-4  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could cause a 

substantial adverse change in the significance of a 
paleontological resource.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-5-4  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could cause a 

substantial adverse change in the significance of a 
paleontological resource.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-5-4  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

changes to countywide policies that could cause a substantial 
adverse change in the significance of a paleontological 
resource.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 
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Impact Level of Significance 
Without Mitigation Mitigation Measure Resulting Level of 

Significance 

Geology and Soils 

Impact 3-6-1 
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could result in the 

exposure of people, structures, and infrastructure to seismic 
hazards. 

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-6-1  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could result in the 

exposure of people, structures, and infrastructure to seismic 
hazards.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-6-1  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in the 

exposure of people, structures, and infrastructure to seismic 
hazards.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-6-2  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

increased soil erosion or reduce the stability of soils within 
the project area.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-6-2  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

increased soil erosion or reduce the stability of soils within 
the project area.  

Less than Significant None required Less than Significant 

Impact 3-6-2  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

changes to countywide policies that could indirectly result in 
increased soil erosion or reduce the stability of soils within 
the project area.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-6-3  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

structures being sited on expansive soils.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-6-3  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

structures being sited on expansive soils.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 
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Impact Level of Significance 
Without Mitigation Mitigation Measure Resulting Level of 

Significance 

Impact 3-6-3  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

changes to countywide policies that could indirectly result in 
placement of structures on expansive soils. 

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-6-4  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

actions or projects that are inconsistent with the County’s 
Safety Element relating to geologic and seismic hazards.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-6-4  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

actions or projects that are inconsistent with the County’s 
Safety Element relating to geologic and seismic hazards.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-6-4  
Policy Changes Changes to countywide policies resulting from 

implementation of the proposed Program could result in 
actions or projects that are inconsistent with the County’s 
Safety Element relating to geologic and seismic hazards.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-6-5  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could result in the 

preclusion of the future extraction of valuable mineral 
resources.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-6-5  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

preclusion of the future extraction of valuable mineral 
resources. 

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-6-5  
Policy Changes Changes to countywide policies resulting from 

implementation of the proposed Program could result in 
preclusion of the future extraction of valuable mineral 
resources.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 
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Impact Level of Significance 
Without Mitigation Mitigation Measure Resulting Level of 

Significance 

Greenhouse Gases and Climate Change 

Impact 3-7-1  
Solar/Wind Implementation of proposed solar and wind energy facilities 

could result in a substantial net increase in GHG emissions.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-7-1 
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

changes to countywide policies that could result in a 
substantial net increase in GHG emissions.  

Beneficial None required Beneficial 

Impact 3-7-2  
Solar/Wind Implementation of proposed solar and wind energy facilities 

could conflict with the County EnergyWise Plan.  

Beneficial None required Beneficial 

Impact 3-7-2  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

changes to countywide policies that could result in a conflict 
with the County EnergyWise Plan.  

Beneficial None required Beneficial 

Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

Impact 3-8-1  
Construction Implementation of the proposed Program could create a 

hazard to the public through the routine transport, use, or 
disposal of hazardous materials during construction of solar or 
wind facilities. 

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-8-1  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could create a 

hazard to the public through the routine transport, use, or 
disposal of hazardous materials.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-8-1  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could create a 

hazard to the public through the routine transport, use, or 
disposal of hazardous materials.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 
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Impact Level of Significance 
Without Mitigation Mitigation Measure Resulting Level of 

Significance 

Impact 3-8-1  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

changes to countywide policies that could indirectly create a 
hazard to the public through the routine transport, use, or 
disposal of hazardous materials.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-8-2  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could create a 

hazard to the public through the reasonably foreseeable upset 
and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous 
materials into the environment.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-8-2  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could create a 

hazard to the public through the reasonably foreseeable upset 
and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous 
materials into the environment.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-8-2  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could create a 

hazard to the public through the reasonably foreseeable upset 
and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous 
materials into the environment.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-8-3  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

emitting hazardous materials within one-quarter mile of an 
existing or proposed school.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-8-3  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

emitting hazardous materials within one-quarter mile of an 
existing or proposed school.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-8-3  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could create a 

hazard to the public through the reasonably foreseeable upset 
and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous 
materials into the environment.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 
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Impact Level of Significance 
Without Mitigation Mitigation Measure Resulting Level of 

Significance 

Impact 3-8-4  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could result in an 

adverse public health condition by being located on or 
adjacent to a site on the Cortese List.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-8-4  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could result in an 

adverse public health condition by being located on or 
adjacent to a site on the Cortese List.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-8-4  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in an 

adverse public health condition by being located on or 
adjacent to a site on the Cortese List.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-8-5  
Solar The proposed Program could impair implementation of or 

physically interfere with adopted emergency response plan or 
evacuation plan.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-8-5  
Wind The proposed Program could impair implementation of or 

physically interfere with adopted emergency response plan or 
evacuation plan.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-8-5  
Policy Changes The proposed Program could impair implementation of or 

physically interfere with adopted emergency response plan or 
evacuation plan.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-8-6  
Solar The proposed Program could result in a safety hazard for 

people residing or working in the project area.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-8-6  
Wind The proposed Program could result in a safety hazard for 

people residing or working in the project area.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 
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Impact Level of Significance 
Without Mitigation Mitigation Measure Resulting Level of 

Significance 

Impact 3-8-6   
Policy Changes The proposed Program could result in a safety hazard for 

people residing or working in the project area.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-8-7  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could increase fire 

hazard risk or expose people or structures to high wildland 
fire hazard conditions.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-8-7  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could increase fire 

hazard risk or expose people or structures to high wildland 
fire hazard conditions.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-8-7  
Policy Changes The proposed Program could result in a safety hazard for 

people residing or working in the project area.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Land Use and Planning 

Impact 3-9-1 Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 
potential inconsistencies with County land use policies and 
regulations adopted to avoid or mitigate for environmental 
effects. 

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-9-2 Implementation of the proposed Program could be potentially 
inconsistent with adopted environmental plans or policies of 
other agencies with jurisdiction over projects. 

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-9-3 The proposed Program could result in potential land use 
incompatibilities. 

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-9-4 The proposed Program could indirectly create a disturbance 
that would diminish the function of a particular land use. 

Significant, Unavoidable, 
and Adverse 

None suitable Significant, 
Unavoidable, and 

Adverse 

Noise 

Impact 3-10-1 
Solar Construction and operations of proposed solar energy 

facilities could exceed maximum allowable noise levels 
established by the County. 

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 
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ES EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Impact Level of Significance 
Without Mitigation Mitigation Measure Resulting Level of 

Significance 

Impact 3-10-1 
Wind Construction and operations of proposed wind energy 

facilities could exceed maximum allowable noise levels 
established by the County. 

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-10-1  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed RESP could result in changes 

to countywide policies that could expose people to noise 
levels that exceed the County Noise Ordinance thresholds or 
General Plan measures and policies.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-10-2  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could generate 

permanent increases in the ambient noise levels in the project 
vicinity.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-10-2  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could generate 

permanent increases in the ambient noise levels in the project 
vicinity.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-10-2  
Policy Changes Changes to countywide policies resulting from 

implementation of the proposed Program could result in 
permanent increases in the ambient noise levels in the project 
vicinity.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-10-3  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could cause a 

temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise in the project 
vicinity.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-10-3  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could cause a 

temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise in the project 
vicinity.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 
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ES EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Impact Level of Significance 
Without Mitigation Mitigation Measure Resulting Level of 

Significance 

Impact 3-10-3  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

changes to countywide policies that could cause a temporary 
or periodic increase in ambient noise in the project vicinity.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-10-4  
Solar Construction activity associated with the proposed Program 

could create groundborne vibration in discrete locations 
throughout the county.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-10-4  
Wind Construction activity associated with the proposed Program 

could create groundborne vibration in discrete locations 
throughout the county.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-10-4  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

changes to countywide policies that could cause create 
groundborne vibration in discrete locations throughout the 
county.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-10-5  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

structures located within the Airport Review designation or 
adjacent to a private airstrip, exposing people residing or 
working in the project area to severe noise levels.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-10-5  
Wind   Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

structures located within the Airport Review designation or 
adjacent to a private airstrip, exposing people residing or 
working in the project area to severe noise levels.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-10-5 
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

structures located within the Airport Review designation or 
adjacent to a private airstrip, exposing people residing or 
working in the project area to severe noise levels. 

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 
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ES EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Impact Level of Significance 
Without Mitigation Mitigation Measure Resulting Level of 

Significance 

Water Resources 

Impact 3-11-1  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could indirectly 

violate water quality standards.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-11-1  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could violate water 

quality standards.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-11-1  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

changes to countywide policies that could violate water 
quality standards.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-11-2  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could interfere with 

groundwater recharge.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-11-2  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could interfere with 

groundwater recharge.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-11-2  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could interfere with 

groundwater recharge.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-11-3  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-11-3 
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site. 

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-11-3  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 
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ES EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Impact Level of Significance 
Without Mitigation Mitigation Measure Resulting Level of 

Significance 

Impact 3-11-4  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could result in the 

creation of runoff that would exceed the capacity of existing 
or planned stormwater drainage systems or provide additional 
sources of polluted runoff.  

Less Than Significant  None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-11-4  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could result in the 

creation of runoff that would exceed the capacity of existing 
or planned stormwater drainage systems or provide additional 
sources of polluted runoff.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-11-4  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

changes to countywide policies that could indirectly result in 
the creation of runoff that would exceed the capacity of 
existing or planned stormwater drainage systems or provide 
additional sources of polluted runoff. 

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-11-5  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could result in the 

creation of runoff that could result in flooding.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-11-5  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could result in the 

creation of runoff that could result in flooding.  

Less than Significant None required Less than Significant 

Impact 3-11-5  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

changes to countywide policies that could result in flooding.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-11-6  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could place within a 

100-year Flood Hazard Area structures that would impede or 
redirect flood flows.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-11-6  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could place within a 

100-year Flood Hazard Area structures that would impede or 
redirect flood flows.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

County of San Luis Obispo Renewable Energy Streamlining Program 
November 2014  Draft Environmental Impact Report 

ES-21 



ES EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Impact Level of Significance 
Without Mitigation Mitigation Measure Resulting Level of 

Significance 

Impact 3-11-6  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

changes to countywide policies that could indirectly result in 
placement within a 100-year Flood Hazard Area structures 
that would impede or redirect flood flows.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-11-7  
Solar Implementation of the proposed Program could result in an 

adverse effect on the service capacity or operations of a 
community water service provider.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-11-7  
Wind Implementation of the proposed Program could result in an 

adverse effect on the service capacity or operations of a 
community water service provider.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 3-11-7  
Policy Changes Implementation of the proposed Program could result in 

changes to countywide policies that could indirectly result in 
an adverse effect on the service capacity or operations of a 
community water service provider.  

Less Than Significant None required Less Than 
Significant 

Resources Determined to Have Insignificant Impact  

Population and Housing  
The Program does not include a residential component that 
would directly or indirectly induce new population growth. 
Additionally, renewable energy projects that may be developed 
under the Program would not generate substantial employment 
opportunities resulting in a need for new housing. 

Insignificant None required Insignificant 

Public Services  
The Program would not result in population growth, and thus 
demand for public services such as schools, parks, and 
emergency services would not be affected. 

Insignificant None required Insignificant 
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Impact Level of Significance 
Without Mitigation Mitigation Measure Resulting Level of 

Significance 

Transportation and Traffic  
The renewable energy project types considered under the 
Program do not generate substantial traffic or otherwise impact 
transportation infrastructure. The greatest traffic impact would 
be during construction of future projects proposed under the 
Program, and these impacts would be insignificant and 
temporary.  

Insignificant None required Insignificant 
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ES EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

ES4 PROGRAM ALTERNATIVES SUMMARY  

CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6 requires that an EIR describe a range of reasonable 
alternatives to the Program that could feasibly attain the basic objectives of the project and 
avoid and/or lessen the environmental effects of the project. Further, CEQA Guidelines Section 
15126.6(e) requires that a “no project” alternative be evaluated in an EIR. Section 4.0, 
Alternatives, provides a detailed discussion and a qualitative analysis of the following scenarios: 

Alternative 1: Limited Combining Designation Scope  

Alternative 1 consists of an RE Combining Designation that is more limited in scope than that of 
the proposed RESP by limiting projects to rooftop and structure-mounted projects, and ground-
mounted projects of 40 acres or less. This alternative would also limit streamlining (i.e., ministerial 
approvals) to only those projects that could be fully screened from public view adjacent to a 
project site and would require that Tier 1 ground-mounted SEFs not be located on Important 
Agricultural Soils. The intent of this alternative is to reduce the Program’s Class I impacts for 
aesthetics, agricultural resources, and land use and planning, and reduce overall impacts to 
other resource areas by substantially reducing the maximum allowed project footprint.  

Alternative 2: Smaller Combining Designation Footprint   

Alternative 2 consists of a RE Combining Designation that excludes all land with Important 
Agricultural Soils. This would reduce the total acreage of the RE Combining Designation from 
801,910 acres to approximately 483,570 acres, a reduction of approximately 40 percent. The sole 
intent of this alternative is to reduce the potential for Class I impacts associated with the 
conversion of agricultural land to nonagricultural uses, identified in Sections 3.2 and 3.9. All other 
aspects of the Program as proposed would remain unchanged. 

Alternative 3: No Project 

Alternative 3 is the CEQA-mandated No Project Alternative. Under Alternative 3, existing policies 
governing renewable energy development in the county would remain in place. Environmental 
impacts may be reduced in some instances because all projects would be evaluated 
individually and with potentially greater scrutiny. However, Alternative 3 could also result in more 
cumbersome permitting processes with less certain outcomes, thus resulting in less renewable 
energy development than would occur under the proposed Program.  

ES5 AREAS OF CONTROVERSY/ISSUES TO BE RESOLVED  

The County of San Luis Obispo is as the lead agency for the proposed Program. In accordance 
with CEQA Guidelines Section 15082, the County prepared and distributed a Notice of 
Preparation (NOP) for the proposed Program that was circulated for public review on April 23, 
2014. Concerns raised in response to the NOP were considered during preparation of the EIR. 
The NOP and a copy of each letter are provided in Appendix 1.0 of this EIR. Section 1.0, 
Introduction, provides a summary of issues and areas of concern related to the proposed 
Program, as presented to the County by agencies and the public during the NOP review period.  
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