San Miguel Community Design

Thank you for coming to the Community Design Workshop on June 18. It was great
to see so much enthusiasm and so many good ideas. | said I'd provide you with a list
of things to do over the summer to help prepare for the next meeting in September.
So, here’s the list:

1. Vist communities with Spanish missions, and look for examples of how the mission
and its grounds are connected in some way with the community in which they are
located. Do these communities have other historic resources? If so, is there an effort
to link them in some way via a publicized walking tour? Are the mission and other
historic sites part of a designated historic district? Is the downtown area within
comfortable walking distance of the mission?

Missions are located in:

Fremont (Mission San Jose)

Los Angeles (Mission San Fernando Rey de Espana)
San Gabriel (Mission San Gabriel Arcangel)

near King City (Mission San Antonio de Padua)
Carmel (Mission San Carlos Borromeo)

San Juan Capistrano (Mission San Juan Capistrano)
San Juan Bautista (Mission San Juan Bautista)

San Diego (Mission San Diego de Alcala)

San Luis Rey (Mission San Luis Rey de Francia)
San Francisco (Mission San Francisco de Asis)

near Lompoc (Mission La Purisima Concepcion)
Santa Barbara (Mission Santa Barbara)

Santa Cruz (Mission Santa Cruz)

Sonoma (Mission San Francisco Solano)

Ventura (Mission San Buenaventura)
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2. As you travel anywhere in the next couple of months, remember to look around
downtown areas for design ideas. Take pictures. Make notes and diagrams in a
small notebook. Look for the same kinds of things that were in the slide show -
sidewalk paving materials, fountains, benches, landscaping, street trees, on-street
parking arrangements. Notice sidewalk width in commercial areas. An 8 foot wide
sidewalk feels much different than a 12 foot wide sidewalk. What width seems best to
you? See if there is a "central place" in each community - a "civic center" where
people seem to congregate, where most of the pedestrian activity seems to be. If so,
what features does it have? What businesses and public buildings does it include? Is
there any kind of public plaza or a "town square" kind of space? How have
communities made use of railroad property? (if you would like to take pictures, but
don’t have a camera, we can provide you with one of those disposable cameras.
Give me a call at 781-5999 to make the necessary arrangements.)

3. Look around some of the communities that are about the same size as San Miguel.
(See map). Notice that some have gained population in the last 16 years (82% for
Williams, on I-5 north of Sacramento) while others have lost population. What
advantages do the "gainers" have over the "losers"? Does San Miguel have any of
these same advantages?

4. Think about ways to use the right-of-way on Mission Street, at least for the three
block stretch between 11th Street and 14th Sireet. Review the four alternative design
concepts (enclosed). Which do you think would work best in San Miguel? Can you
think of another concept that ought to be considered, too?

You'll be notified as soon as a date for the September meeting is determined. Until
then, have a great summer - keep your eyes open and your pencil sharpened!

Sincerely,

John Hand
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Communities about the same size as San Miguel

Pop Pop

Community 1980 1996 4%

Biggs 1413 1640 16%
Blue Lake 1201 1240 3%
Colfax 981 1450 48%
Dorris 836 890 6%
Ferndale 1367 1240 -9%
Isleton 914 830 -9%
Loyalton 1030 890 -14%
Maricopa 946 1240 31%
Montague 1285 1870 7%
Portola 1885 2140 14%
San Juan Bautista 1276 1620 27%
Sutter Creek 1705 2060 21%
Williams 82%
Westmoriand 6%




