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Summary

There are several changes in recommended levels of severity from 2004 to 2005.  These
changes are summarized below, and are discussed in greater detail in the report itself:

Water * Los Osos Valley Groundwater Basin: OK to Level III;
* Los Osos: OK to Level III;
* Nipomo Mesa: Recommended Level III (Certified Level II)

Sewage *  No change;

Roads * Las Tablas Road: Level II to OK;
* Main Street, Cambria:  Level III to OK;
* Tefft Street, west of Mary Avenue: OK to Level I;
* Tefft Street, intersection with Hwy 101: OK to Level III;
* Vineyard Drive: Level I to OK;

Schools * Cayucos Elementary:  Level I to OK;
* Shandon Jr/Sr High School: OK to Level III;
* Cambria Elementary School: Level III to Level II;
* San Luis Obispo High School: Level I to Level II;
* Carrisa Plains K-8: OK to Level I;
* Morro Bay High School: Level I to OK;
* Laguna Middle School: Level II to Level I;

Air *  No change.
Quality

The following table presents a summary of the recommended levels of severity for 2005. 
Explanations of these levels of severity are found within the body of the report.
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Summary of Level of Severity Recommendations

Planning Area Community (1)
WTR
SPL

(2)
WTR
SYS

(3)
SWR

(4)
RDS

(5)
SCL

(6)
AIR

El Pomar/Estrella Creston   III  II

Estero Cayucos
Los Osos/Baywood
Morro Bay

 II
III 

  II 
III 

 
III III

III
 
  

 II
 II
 II

Nacimiento Heritage Ranch   III  II

North Coast Cambria
San Simeon

III
III

III 
III

 
 

 III
III

 II
 II

Salinas River Atascadero
Garden Farms
Paso Robles
San Miguel
Santa Margarita
Templeton

  II

  
  
  

 

II 
 III 
II  

III
III
III
III
 III
 III

 II
 II
 II
 II
 II
 II

San Luis Bay Arroyo Grande
Avila Beach
Grover Beach
Oceano
Pismo Beach

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

III
III
III
III
III

 II
 II
 II
 II
 II

San Luis Obispo SLO Urban Area
Los Ranchos/Edna  

III
III

III  II
 II

Shandon/Carrizo Carrisa Plains
Shandon   III

 II
 II

South County Nipomo    III III  II

Groundwater Basins Cuyama Valley
Los Osos Valley
North Coast
Paso Robles
San Luis Obispo Ck
S.Maria:
  Tri-Cities Mesa
  Nipomo Mesa
  Santa Maria Valley

III
III 
III
  
 II

 III

  Notes: (1) = Water Supply, (2) = Water system, (3) = Sewage, (4) = Roads, 
(5) = Schools, (6) = Air Quality.  Entries in bold typeface indicate levels of severity
certified by the Board of Supervisors, i.e. I, II, III. as opposed to levels of severity that
are merely “recommended”.
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2005 Annual Resource Summary Report

Scope and Purpose

The San Luis Obispo County Board of Supervisors created the Resource Management Task Force
(RMTF) after considering recommendations made by a Board-appointed Growth Management
Advisory Committee (GMAC).  Part of the GMAC's recommendations specified that the RMTF
annually compile, evaluate, and present resource information for use by the Board under the
provisions of the Resource Management System (RMS) of the county General Plan, Framework
For Planning.  This is the seventh annual report prepared in response to that Board order.

The RMTF consists of staff members of the County departments of Public Works, Environmental
Health, Administration, Air Pollution Control District, and Planning & Building, including the
Environmental Coordinator.  These departments were chosen because they either purvey or
monitor one or more of the five resources included within the Resource Management System.  The
RMS resources are water supply and delivery systems,  sewage disposal systems, roads, schools,
and air quality.

This report summarizes existing information rather than creating or researching new information. 
Sources of information include the various County departments, reports by state or regional
agencies, environmental impact reports for major projects, research for the Land Use Element
Update Program, and personal communications with agency staff.  Additional resource information
is provided by staff of the incorporated cities, community services districts, school districts, other
special districts and private water companies.  Some narrative from earlier editions of the Annual
Resource Summary Report has been retained as the basic text of this year's document.  Updated
text for the current year is highlighted by bold-face type .

RMS Framework

The RMS attempts to balance land development with the resources necessary to sustain such
development.  The first step in this process is to identify areas which possess the necessary physical
resources to support growth.  When a deficiency becomes apparent, three courses are possible to
avoid jeopardizing public health or welfare; the resource capacity may be expanded, conservation
measures may be introduced to extend the availability of unused capacity or development may be
restricted or redirected to areas with remaining resource capacity.  Hence, the RMS addresses
development in terms of appropriate distribution, location, and timing rather than growth versus
no-growth.
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The RMS utilizes three alert levels (called levels of severity) to identify differing levels of resource
deficiencies.  Level I is the first alert level.  Level I occurs when sufficient lead time exists either to
expand the capacity of the resource, or to decrease the rate at which the resource is being
depleted.  Level II identifies the crucial point at which some moderation of the rate of resource use
must occur to prevent exceeding the resource capacity.  Finally, Level III occurs when the demand
for the resource equals or exceeds its supply.

Levels of severity for each RMS resource are determined by calculating the number of years until
the remaining resource capacity would become exhausted, based on assumptions about population
growth and the rate of resource consumption.  

The increase in dwelling units for the 1990-2004 period is shown in the list below.  Cities,
communities and rural areas are ranked according to their percentage increase in dwelling units
during that period.  Population growth projections are shown in the Appendix.

City,
Community 
or Rural Area

Dwelling
Units
1990

Dwelling
Units
2004

New
Dwelling

Units
1990-04

Percent
Increase
in Units
1990-04

Average
Annual
Percent
Increase

 1 Nipomo 2386 4125 1739 72.88 3.99
 2 Templeton 1100 1889 789 71.73 3.94
 3 Rural El Pomar 1710 2823 1113 65.09 3.65
 4 Rural Adelaida 650 935 285 43.85 2.63
 5 Paso Robles 7599 10640 3041 40.02 2.43
 6 San Miguel 451 610 159 35.25 2.18
 7 Rural S. County 2510 3255 745 29.68 1.87
 8 Heritage Ranch 1047 1353 306 29.23 1.85
 9 Pismo Beach 4548 5697 1149 25.26 1.62
10 Cambria 3081 3796 715 23.21 1.50
11 Arroyo Grande 6059 7227 1168 19.28 1.27
12 Atascadero 8875 10505 1630 18.37 1.21
13 Rural Las Pilitas 709 817 108 15.23 1.02
14 Rural Salinas R. 3101 3559 458 14.77 0.99
15 Morro Bay 5694 6513 819 14.38 0.96
16 Grover Beach 4941 5589 648 13.11 0.88
17 Oceano 2433 2745 312 12.82 0.87
18 San Luis Obispo 17887 19962 2075 11.60 0.79
19 Rural Nacimiento 761 849 88 11.56 0.78
20 Cayucos 2133 2368 235 11.02 0.75
21 Santa Margarita 488 534 46 9.43 0.65
22 Los Osos 6097 6294 197 3.23 0.23
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Annual Percent Growth in Dwelling Units, 1980-2004

The RMS also lists a variety of steps which can be taken by the Board of Supervisors when it is
determined that a resource has reached a particular level of severity.  These are referred to as
"Action Requirements", and they may also be found in the appendix of this report.

It is important to make a distinction between "recommended" levels of severity and levels of severity
that have been certified by the Board of Supervisors.  All levels of severity are, initially,
recommendations proposed by staff, based on information provided by members of the RMTF and
the various service providers.  These recommended levels of severity should be taken as general
indicators of declining resource availability.  The "Action Requirements" are not invoked in response
to recommended levels of severity.  If the Board of Supervisors considers that a particular resource
situation is not being dealt with adequately, or that a failure to act could result in serious
consequences, it sets in motion the certification process, which ultimately results in implementation
of the required "actions".  The certification process involves the completion of a resource capacity
study (RCS) which investigates the resource issue in more detail than the preliminary analysis which
resulted in the "recommended" level of severity.  The RCS is the subject of public hearings by the
Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors.  If the Board of Supervisors certifies a level of
severity, the action requirements appropriate for that level of severity, as determined by the Board,
are implemented.  A diagram of the RMS process is shown on the following page.

ADDITIONAL DWELLING UNITS, 1990-2004
San Luis Obispo County

Total for Incorporated Cities: 10499
Total for Unincorporated Area: 10068

2.3% maximum annual
growth rate per Growth



4  Introduction Annual Resource Summary Report - 2005

Resource Management Process

 DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & BUILDING

!  RMS Data Collection
!  Staff to Resource Mgmt Task Force

!  RMS Monitoring
!  LUE Update

   RESOURCE MANAGEMENT TASK FORCE
!  Evaluate Data
!  Recommend Levels of Severity & Actions
!  Develop Annual Resource Summary Report

  LEVEL OF SEVERITY THRESHOLD REACHED

  DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & BUILDING
!  Transmit Annual Resource Summary Report 
       and Staff Report

ADVISORY MEMO
!  Prepared by Dept of Planning & Building

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
!  Evaluate Data
!  Review Annual Resource Summary Report
!  Determine Levels of Severity
!  Initiate Resource Capacity Study
!  Adopt Interim Actions

RESOURCE CAPACITY STUDY
!  Prepared by Dept. of Planning and Building

PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING
!  Review Resource Capacity Study
!  Review Annual Resource Summary Report
!  Recommend Actions

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS PUBLIC HEARING
POSSIBLE ACTIONS:

!  Certify Levels of Severity
!  Initiate Programs to Avoid or Relieve a                
     Resource Problem
!  Consider Status Reports
!  Initiate Ordinances to Manage Growth Within     
      Resource Capacity


