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NATIVE TREE INTERIM ZONING/URGENCY ORDINANCE NO. 3325  

FACT SHEET 
 

1. The act of clear-cutting oak woodland is prohibited. 
 

2. The removal of Native Trees (not including Saplings and Seedlings) is prohibited. 
 

3. What is clear-cutting? 
 

• Clear-cutting means the removal of continuous canopy or semi-continous stands of 
trees with occasional gaps in canopy of Native Trees.  Clear-cutting includes the 
removal of saplings, seedlings, and associated understory vegetation from a Site or 
portion of a Site. 
 

4. How does the County define ‘removal’ of Native Trees? 
 

• Tree removal means to sever or displace the above-ground portion of a tree using 
manual, mechanical, or chemical means, which results in the death or stumping of 
the tree.   

 
5. Which species of Native Trees are included as part of this ordinance? 

 
• Blue oak, California bay laurel, California sycamore, Coast live oak, Interior live oak, 

Grey pine, Valley oak, Black oak, and Pacific Madrone. 
 

6. Does this ordinance apply to me? 
 

• If you would like to remove native trees from your property and are located in the 
inland area of the unincorporated portions of San Luis Obispo County, this 
ordinance applies to you. 

• This ordinance does not apply to properties located within an Urban or Village 
Reserve line, or properties located in the Coastal Zone. 
 

7. Tree removal for the following activities are exempt from the requirements of this ordinance: 
 

• Emergency 
• Immediate Danger 
• Diseased 
• Utilities and rights-of-way 
• Trimming and pruning (up to 25% of an individual native tree’s canopy) 



   

• Fire safety 
• Agricultural operations 

o No more than 5% of a site’s total native tree canopy. 
o Agricultural Operations Tree Removal Form completed  

• Previously approved land use permit or land division 
• Non-native species 
• De minimis removal 

o Ministerial.  On sites 5 acres or less in size, up to 3 Native Trees may be 
removed. 

o Existing agricultural operations.  On sites currently engaged in crop 
production or grazing, as of the effective date of this Ordinance, up to three 
(3) native trees may be removed in conjunction with and in support of 
existing agricultural operations. 

• Conservation Easement (pursuant to a management plan for native trees or oak 
woodlands) 
 

For additional information and details, please refer to Ordinance No. 3325. 
 

8. If you are not exempt from the ordinance or would like to remove more than what is allowed 
through an exemption, you may apply for a discretionary permit to remove Native Trees 
from your property (see item 4). 
 
A discretionary permit is required for the removal of trees in the following instances: 
 

• Minor Use Permit.  Up to 10% of the total Native Tree Canopy on the site. 
• Conditional Use Permit.  More than 10% of the total Native Tree Canopy on the 

site. 
• In no case shall more than 25% of a Site’s total Native Canopy be approved for 

removal without the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report. 

Discretionary permit applications are subject to the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) 
 

9. I believe my neighbor violated this ordinance.  What should I do? 
 

• Violation of this ordinance may result in penalties of up to $25,000 per violation.  No 
development, planting, or cultivation of the Site will be allowed for a period of not 
less than seven years after the violation. 

• If you believe your neighbor has violated this ordinance, contact the Planning & 
Building Department and Code Enforcement. 
 

10. How long is this ordinance in place? 
 

• The Interim Urgency/Zoning Ordinance will be effective for 45 days, through August 
29, 2016. 

• An extension hearing is scheduled for August 16, 2016 to consider extending the 
ordinance for up to 22 months and 15 days; expiring on July 15, 2018. 

 


