
Cash for Grass Frequently Asked Questions 

 

What is the intent of the Cash for Grass Program? 

What are the basic requirements? 

What if I have already completed my project? 

How does this program obtain funding? 

How much lawn can I remove? 

What does 20% living material mean? 

Where can the application be found? 

What should I include in the application? 

Can I change my plant list? 

Should landscape plans be drawn by a professional? 

Where can I find a list of low water use plants? 

How do I send the completed application in? 

Can I replace my lawn with artificial turf? 

Is this program County Wide? 

How long do I have to finish the project? 

What are the steps in this process? 

Are there other programs that are similar to this? 

What does “smart irrigation” mean? 

How will I know the rebate amount I qualify for? 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

What is the intent of the Cash for Grass Program? 
 This program is intended to be an incentive program for individuals to remove 
existing lawn areas within the Nipomo Mesa Water Conservation Area and the Paso 
Robles Groundwater Basin. This incentive program will enable homeowners to reduce 
overall water use and re-landscape with permeable and low water use materials. The 
removal of existing lawns allows the overall water usage in the area to decline and 
creates additional water offset credits to be available for purchase by developers. 
Developers must offset water on a 1:1 ratio when building and this program will create 
additional credits. The money from the purchasing of credits will then provide additional 
funding for the Cash for Grass Programs.  

What are the basic requirements? 
A minimum of 500 square feet of lawn must be removed and replaced with 

materials permeable to air and water, as well as 20% low water use living material.  

What if I have already completed my project? 
If the project was completed before November 27, 2015 (the day the program 

became effective) then your project will not qualify for this program. If your project was 
completed after this date or is still in process, send in before pictures with your 
application and we can evaluate whether your project qualifies. It must meet all of the 
requirements of the program to receive a rebate. 

How does this program obtain funding? 
This program originally receives additional funding from the purchasing or water 

offset credits within either the Nipomo Mesa Water Conservation area or the Paso 
Robles Groundwater Basin. In both of these areas developers must offset water at a 1:1 
ratio when building and therefore must purchase these credits to offset the new 
buildings water use. Due to the separation of these groundwater basins, the funding 
from water offset credits can only be utilized within the specific basins they are 
purchased in.  

How much lawn can I remove? 
You can remove as much lawn as you would like. The maximum rebate amount 

is $3,000 if the project meets all of the program requirements.  



What does 20% living material mean? 
This means that plants, trees, shrubs, vines, or bulbs cover at least 20% of the 

lawn area removed when they are full grown.  

Where can the application be found? 
We can mail you an application or it can be found on our website at: 

http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/planning/New_Water_Requirements/Cash_for_Grass.htm. 
The application has all of the information regarding program requirements and the 
process as well as plant list for both the Paso Robles Groundwater Basin and the 
Nipomo Water Conservation Area.  

What should I include in the application? 
When submitting an application, it should include a list of plants you intend to 

use, a plan of what the project area will look like before and after the project is 
completed, and a list of additional groundcovers. Overall square footage of lawn to be 
removed should also be included. If the project is already completed, the application 
must include before pictures. 

Can I change my plant list? 
You are able to change the plant list while completing the project, as long as 

those plants are on the very low to low water use list. This list must be submitted by mail 
or email before a post-inspection is scheduled.  

Should landscape plans be drawn by a professional? 
Landscape plans can be drawn by a professional, but they can also be hand 

drawn as long as they include the before and after project landscapes. They should 
clearly label where plants, groundcovers, trees, and boundaries are located. 

Where can I find a list of low water use plants? 
A list of very low to low water use plants can be found on the website or at the 

end of the application. Plant list differ for the Paso Robles and Nipomo Groundwater 
Basins.  

How do I send the completed application in? 
Applications can either be mailed to: 

SLO County Planning and Building Department 
976 Osos St Room 300  

http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/planning/New_Water_Requirements/Cash_for_Grass.htm


San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 
 
Or emailed to: waterprograms@co.slo.ca.us  

Can I replace my lawn with artificial turf? 
Yes, your lawn can be replaced with artificial turf. This must be done by a 

licensed landscape contractor and you must provide this information in your application. 
The project must still meet the requirement of 20% living material for the total lawn area 
removed.  

Is this program County Wide? 
 The program is concentrated to properties within the Paso Robles Groundwater 
Basin and the Nipomo Mesa Water Conservation Area. Both of these groundwater 
basins are currently in overdraft and the intent is to reduce water use in these basins.  

How long do I have to finish the project? 
 The project must be completed within 120 days, or 4 months, of the pre-
inspection. Once the project is completed, contact the Jacqueline Protsman at 805-781-
4979 or by email at Jprotsman@co.slo.ca.us to schedule a post-inspection. 

What are the steps in this process? 
 The first step is to submit an application with all of the required materials that 
show your project complies with all program requirements. Once staff receives all 
necessary material and processes your application, you will be contacted to schedule a 
pre-inspection. The pre-inspection includes the verification of the square footage of the 
lawn to be removed and plants to be utilized. You will then receive a letter in the mail 
explaining the rebate you qualify for and when the project should be completed. Once 
the project is completed contact our office to schedule a post-inspection. The post-
inspection will verify that the project is completed to the specification on the application 
and adheres to all program requirements. If the project complies, a rebate check will be 
issued.  

Are there other programs that are similar to this? 
 Yes, the State has a program that is similar to this one but has a few different 
requirements. This information is available at http://www.saveourwaterrebates.com/turf-
replacement-rebates.html or by phone at 844-642-7410. 
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What does “smart irrigation” mean? 
 Water systems must be low volume drip irrigation systems with a pressure 
regulator, filter, and emitters. Smart irrigation refers to the usage of either 
evapotranspiration or soil moisture sensor data required for irrigation scheduling. The 
drip emitters must be rated at less than 2.5 gallons per hour.  

How will I know the rebate amount I qualify for? 
 A letter will be sent after the pre-inspection to inform you of the amount you 
qualify for and the date at which the project must be completed.  
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