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The following comments were submitted in response to the above listed Technical 
Memorandum (TM).  The TM was developed as part of the EIR process for the project, in 
order to help facilitate and broaden the discussion of project issues important to the 
community. The responses should be considered preliminary because the EIR process is not 
complete, and the information necessary to fully respond has not yet been developed.  The 
project team is grateful to those citizens who took the time to review the TM and provide 
comments at this early stage in the process.  The project team will endeavor to fully address 
the comments and concerns through the on-going project development process. 
 
 Comment Response 
1 The San Luis Bay (SLB) Chapter of the Surfrider 

Foundation seeks to preserve, enhance, and protect the 
biological health of our coastal environment and its 
contributing watersheds and sees the Los Osos 
Wastewater Treatment Project (LOWWP) as an 
opportunity to implement sustainable water management 
and sewage treatment techniques.
SLB Surfrider understands that the LOWWP Technical 
Advisory Committee has requested questions and 
feedback on Technical Memorandums as they are being 
reviewed. 

Comment noted. 

2 Regarding the Technical Memorandum on Imported 
Water, it demonstrates the need to ensure the LOWWP is 
a smart design that can maintain balance within the 
aquifer when the septic systems are no longer utilized. 
The LOWWP must strive to be a leadership project 
enhancing water quality and not diminishing it with the 
goal of water conservation and reuse to maintain the 
health of the aquifer.  Los Osos is a self-sustaining 
community dependent solely on its aquifer and through 
smart design this can hopefully continue.  As the City of 
Morro Bay knows, State water is becoming less and less 
of a dependable resource and therefore the $20-36 million 
needed to import water into Los Osos would best be used 
for creating natural systems that can assist in maintaining 
sustainable local water supplies for Los Osos. 

Comment noted. 

3 As stated within our Key Environmental Issues Statement 
(KEIS), SLB Surfrider continues to recognize STEP 
(central treatment or decentralized) as the more viable 
collection and treatment technology.  We encourage the 
implementation of appropriate technologies such as 
rainwater cisterns, composting toilets, and greywater 
systems to conserve water and reduce the overall load on 
the wastewater treatment system. 

Comment noted.  STEP collection is 
a viable and cost competitive 
alternative and is currently being 
evaluated in the environmental 
review process.  The water reuse 
and conservation options noted 
continue to be options available for 
consideration by individual 
homeowners regardless of the 
status of the wastewater project. 

 


