COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO
APPLICATION FOR APPOINTMENT
TO A BOARD, COMMISSION, OR COMMITTEE

Date: [~ S5 - 2007
Applying For: Los Osos Wastewater Project Technical Advisory Committee

Name: ERIC M ch o sser~

Address:
Home Phone: Business Phone:
Fax Phone: _; E-mail Address:

Supervisorial District: . Years resided in County: 29 yrs

Present Occupation/Employer: Aé‘%%’t W\CU’MO\QF P@P [es’ SEH: F&Jp
Hmmm (NUM PRoE(T ‘HOU;]:%\
Ad<o J%Qb? Em%ﬂo\fe& O!f}qmc Larmer - Clavk ug[bk},’qum

If retired, past Occupation/Employer:

Education: RS —Socia R SCLM)@\P\V\_ MS— 4A@m«)®vn(dlm

Ce ?oh(m £)

List any school courses, volunteer activities, special skills, training, certificates, licenses, or
work experience that you feel relate to your qualifications. If you like, you may attach a
separate sheet for this purpose or to state your qualifications.
lanni tua Commisciones — CLIN cn Pr’fAS’CAWD 1985 -9 ¢
— !‘e:uuew Sexmren planse % K.QH) S, wm Jhoe .
\Wory fKQMme”“ Comnsty uo"(e&.L c.[l.&mﬁ& {e, Moo\ m
%MYQ-!./W‘S I Ty oom &M&WM&S -’r s d)\ Pe.opbﬁ SQ(WQ ’HDUS\N} .

Previous service on county or city advisory bodies or an elected office (names/dates).
?(amvl\m Covn (S5O — C{{"'r a/) A*—{[QJQ»‘&Q[O (955=5&

-f@.we,wo..o nung SO 1‘3?('&5&1521/\» Su/u-e/\‘%%nan&m\cx ;M~J
SR QM‘Q— ex lension o,




Application for Membership on a Board, Commission, Commiltee
Page Two

Membership in Organizations: QQJ/OK\J:V" COOQ—J( Ne M9+mo@K
CcoE- QUE CoatiCiod Oqgana Fruyrmens o (AUR Asso, ¢] @H{U}
%olomw—Q ’l%rmu\—q ra'rS'SOC.[ (o -

Please explain why you would like to serve (attach a separate sheet if necessary):

If appointed, are you willing to participate in the majority of meetings each year and, if
necessary, in numerous related meetings or subcommittees? X _YES NO

Should you be appointed, are you willing, if necessary for that particular body, to file a
statement of disclosure as a public official under the standards set forth by the Fair Political
Practice Commission? _X" YES NO

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

OFFICE USE ONLY
Date called/interviewed Recommended for appointment? YES NO
Appointee prefers not to have address or phone number published? YES NO

Additional Comments:




~ v

APPLICATION FOR APPOINTMENT
Los Osos Wastewater Project Technical Advisory Committee
Applicant:  Eric Michielssen

Please explain why you would like to serve:

In 1974 after graduation from Cal Poly, I purchased my first home located in Los Osos in
anew development called Vista del Oro Estates, which had its very own collection
system and central septic system. At the time, I was told that a sewer would be coming to
Los Osos soon and our collection system would feed right into it. That system is still in
place today and is working, but the new community sewer system for Los Osos is still a
“pipe dream.” Please pardon the pun!

Over the years I've served the communities in which I’ve lived in various capacities,
most notably as a Planning Commissioner in Atascadero. We held numerous public
hearings on a new Community Sewer system expansion, including a new treatment plant
to be located outside of the downtown replacing the old treatment plant off Traffic Way
near downtown Atascadero. (sound familiar?) The new system also involved expanding
the service area to northeast Atascadero and other areas under a “cease and desist” order.
It was a very contentious time in Atascadero and the hearings were long and the
discussions were heated. However, the system as designed came through the hearings
before the Planning Commission and later the City Council and were approved and the
new treatment system was completed.

Today, I serve as the Asset Manager for Peoples' Self Help Housing Corporation
(“PSHHC?), a respected development and management company of “affordable housing”
throughout San Luis Obispo County. PSHHC owns and manages 104 units of affordable
housing in Los Osos. I am concerned about several issues surrounding the sewer
treatment plant and collection system and how they will affect our “low income”
residents:

1) We need a community sewer collection system because our own leach
systems are failing;

2) It needs to work to protect our eco-systems and the bay;

3) The system needs to be affordable to our residents, low income tenants as well
as the wealthy who can afford just about any system we might design;

4) And, it needs to be built NOW....not in another twenty years.




As Asset Manager for PSHHC, my job is to oversee the maintenance and direct capital
improvements for our properties to ensure their continued viability. Over the past eight
years in my capacity as Asset Manager, [ have been directly involved in studying our
septic system, including the septic tanks and the leach fields, and supervised the
following:

1) For two years pumped the tanks at 1251 Los Olivos nearly weekly at an
annual cost of $25,000 per year. Not because the tanks weren’t working, but
the leach fields were at capacity;

2) Installed two new leach fields at 1251 Los Olivos for over $30,000;

3) Discovered abandoned leach fields at 1251 Los Olivos and directed treated
effluent to those fields thus saving over $25,000 for another new field;

4) At 1301 Los Olivos, installed a new leach field this past year for $27,000 and
re-paved the damaged parking area for another $3,000;

5) Installed sewer lift stations and pumps to direct treated effluent from our
septic tanks to working leach fields at 1351 Los Olivos:

6) Supervised ground water testing and leach field investigations with qualified
septic system contractors;

7) Management the current financial health of the properties to save thousands of
dollars for the eventual costs to hook up to a new community sewer, such as
engineering, lateral construction, decommissioning of tanks, if necessary and
much more.

What I've learned over the years is that our septic tanks work fine in primary treatment of
sewage waste, but our leach fields are impacted by high ground water and a lack of
expansion area especially during wet winters. | have been studying various technical
journals, reports, and other scientific information to gauge the various alternatives that
may work in Los Osos in relation to the needs of both the PSHHC low income
apartments and the community and eco-systems in general. [ feel | have developed a
practical understanding of various systems and can work together with others in the
eventual development of the very seriously needed community sewage collection and
treatment facility for the Los Osos community. I am not pre-disposed to any particular
type of system, but hope to combine efficacy with economics so that whatever we
eventually construct will be affordable to all.

Sincerely,

Eric Michielssen





