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Mission Statement: Public Works will be a valued 

community partner enhancing quality of life for 

our fellow county residents 



Construction Progress 
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• Collection Pipelines – 100% complete

• Pump Stations – 100% complete 

• Water Recycling Facility – 75% complete 



Road Improvements
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Water Recycling Facility
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Water Recycling Facility
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Public Outreach and 

Lateral Connections 
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2016 2017

Begin sewer billing

Phased lateral connections

Monthly office hours/workshops 

• financial assistance

• septic reuse 

• lateral connections 



Lateral Connection Phases
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Septic System Reuse
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WORKING TOGETHER

SLO County Public Works

SLO County Planning and Building

SLO County Environmental Health

Central Coast Green Building Council

(formerly SLO Green Build)



Los Osos Wastewater Project

Coastal Development Permit
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

County of San Luis Obispo  

Conditions #2 and #88

Evaluate existing septic systems for 

possible on-site reuse including filtration 

and percolation of stormwater



Tasks related to Septic System 

Decommissioning and Reuse Plan
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

County of San Luis Obispo  

• Research the potential for reuse of 

septic system components

• Develop a suite of feasible alternatives

• Prepare minimum standards for reuse

• Adopt update to plumbing code

• Prepare public education materials

and conduct outreach



On-Lot Lateral Connection
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• Phased connections through town 

begin April 2016

• Property owners must connect

within 6 months of receiving notice

• All work on property is the responsibility 

of the property owner



On-Lot Lateral Connection
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Connection Process

1. Install new lateral

• from house to right-of-way

• connect to sewer stub-out

2. Abandon (or convert) the septic 

system within 90 days after connecting 

new lateral to sewer collection system



Septic System Abandonment
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Pump out the septage Crush, backfill

or completely remove



Potential Benefits
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• Groundwater 

Recharge

• Runoff Reduction

• Water Conservation

• Water Quality 

Improvement



Research of potential reuse
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Florida state law 

allows for septic 

tanks to be 

converted into 

rainwater cisterns



Septic System Components
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• Septic Tank

(concrete, fiberglass 

or plastic)

• Distribution box

• Leachfield



Plumbing Code Updated
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County Building and Construction Ordinance

Title 19 Section 19.07.027

Septic Tank Abandonment

Updated to allow septic tanks

to be repurposed for other uses



Septic System Reuse
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STEP 1

Convert the septic system

• Pumping out the 

tank

• Disinfecting the tank



Septic System Reuse
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STEP 2

Reusing any components 

of the converted septic 

system

• Tank

• Disposal field



Reuse Alternatives
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STORMWATER INFILTRATOR

• Divert stormwater 

into tank and/or 

disposal field

• Maximize infiltration 

with perforations 

(weep holes)

in tank bottom



Reuse Alternatives
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

County of San Luis Obispo  

RAINWATER CAPTURE FOR 

IRRIGATION

• Rainwater collection

• Pump for landscape 

irrigation

• Requires additional 

permitting



Reuse Alternatives
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Other alternatives:

• Rainwater use for 

toilet flushing

• Treated graywater

• Combination of 

alternatives

www.slogreenbuild.org



Potential Water Savings
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Typical indoor & outdoor

water use per household 245 GPD

Low-flow & fixing leaks 33 GPD

Irrigation with reused water 57 GPD

Flushing toilets w/rainwater 37 GPD

POTABLE WATER SAVED 127 GPD
(more than half of a typical household)

GPD = gallons per day



Site Assessment
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 EVALUATE YOUR EXISTING SEPTIC SYSTEM

• Is the tank in good condition?

• Is the septic system in the front or back yard?

 EVALUATE YOUR SITE

• Are you located in a high groundwater area?

• Do you have a lot of landscaping?

 WORK WITH A PROFESSIONAL

• Develop a plan for your situation and resources

• Landscape designer, general builder, plumber, etc.



Next Steps thru April 2016
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• Download draft guide from website:

www.slocounty.ca.gov/PW/LOWWP.htm

• Begin on your plan and work with a 

professional designer/contractor

www.arcsa.org

• Upcoming workshops


