
Question:
Has the County shown any success in their 
efforts to obtain State Grants?

Answer:  

Yes. The County has recently obtained sup-
port from Coastal Counties and other agen-
cies in pursuing State funding from the State 
Water Board.  The Integrated Regional Water 

Management grants that were approved 
through Prop 50 by California voters 

were part of hearings conducted by 
the State Water Board in February 
and March 2007.  In the February 
hearing, County staff and Supervi-
sor Bruce Gibson presented the 
County’s efforts to develop a solu-

tion for the Los Osos Wastewater 
Project.  At that time, the State Water 

Board deferred their action to their March 
hearing.  Between February and March, the 
County obtained support for their efforts from 
the other Coastal agencies which contributed 
to the State Water Board decision in March to 
approve actions different from their staff ’s origi-
nal recommendations.  The State Water Board 
approved actions and comments clearly recog-
nizing the needs of Los Osos and their support 
of County efforts while putting the County in a 
very competitive position to obtain grants if the 
Los Osos Prop 218 vote this Fall is successful.  

County Efforts for State Grants

Question:
Has the County shown any success in their 
efforts to obtain Federal Grants?

Answer:  

Yes. After traveling to Washington D.C. to 
express the needs for Los Osos, Congress-
woman Lois Capps hosted Congressman Peter 
Visclosky (Indiana), who is the Chairman of 
the Energy and Water Appropriations 
Subcommittee of the U.S. House 
of Representatives, during a tour 
of Los Osos on April 12, 2007.  
The following week the House 
of Representatives approved HR 
1495 which authorized $35 mil-
lion for Los Osos–the first step 
required before an appropriation 
(actual money) can be approved in the 
Federal budget.  We appreciate the efforts of 
Congresswoman Capps, who was supported in 
a bipartisan manner through a positive vot-
ing from Congressman Kevin McCarthy (who 
also represents portions of San Luis Obispo 
County).  The county will continue working 
with Congresswoman Capps and other Con-
gressional representatives while the County 
continues pursuing Federal funding for Los 
Osos. 

*Questions submitted to us by concerned friends and neighbors in the community.

County Efforts for Federal Grants
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Project Website: 
http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/PW/LOWWP.htm

Pursuing
Affordability 

Through Grants

County of San Luis Obispo
Public Works Department

Project Email: LOWWP@co.slo.ca.us

Department of Public Works, Rm 207 
County Government Center

San Luis Obispo, CA 93408
www.slocounty.ca.gov



* Representatives of these Plans participated in discussions but are not signatory to this letter 

March  8, 2007 

Tom Howard, Acting Executive Director 
State Water Resources Control Board 
1001 “I” Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Lester Snow, Director 
Department of Water Resources 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Subject: Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) on the Central Coast 
  Current Proposition 50 Funding Proposal 
  Future Proposition 84 Allocations 

Dear Mr. Howard and Mr. Snow: 

The recent proposal to eliminate Round 2 of Proposition 50 funding has resulted in the 
identification of important policy considerations on the issue.  Representatives of the Central 
Coast region have met and conducted several conference calls on the issue, and how it relates 
to our future efforts under Proposition 84.  This letter reflects the position of representatives, with 
noted exceptions, of the Central Coast region, which consists of the following sub-regions that 
have adopted, or will adopt in the near future, Integrated Regional Water Management Plans: 

 Pajaro River Watershed Integrated Regional Water Management Plan 
 Northern Santa Cruz County Integrated Regional Water Management Plan* 
 Salinas Valley Integrated Regional Water Management Plan 
 Monterey Peninsula, Carmel Bay and South Monterey Bay Integrated Regional Water 

Management Plan 
 San Luis Obispo County Integrated Regional Water Management Plan 
 Santa Barbara County Integrated Regional Water Management Plan* 

Collectively, we have developed recommendations for you to consider in determining how to 
complete the allocation process under Proposition 50 while also transitioning into Proposition 84 
efforts.  We do not believe that one can be done without considering the other.  Our 
recommendations have also been developed to provide the basis for our upcoming individual 

Michael Winn Eric Greening   Paavo Ogren
Chairperson Vice Chairperson Secretary

PH (805) 781-5269
FAX (805) 788-2182San Luis Obispo CA 93401

Room 207, County Government Center

March 7, 2007 

Board of Supervisors of San Luis Obispo County 
Flood Control and Water Conservation District 
County Government Center, Room D430 
San Luis Obispo CA  93408

Subject: Letter Reflecting San Luis Obispo County Water Resource 
Advisory Committee (WRAC) Support of Central Coast 
Proposition 84 Funding Region Recommendations on the 
Proposed Modifications in Proposition 50 Grant Allocations 

Dear Supervisors: 

The purpose of this letter is to express WRAC support for the regional 
recommendations developed by agencies participating in Integrated Regional 
Water Management within the Central Coast funding area identified in 
Proposition 84.  This support is based on a key principle in the 
recommendations: to support additional Proposition 50 grant allocations given 
that initial priority in allocating a portion of Proposition 84 funding is provided to 
those areas not funded by Proposition 50.  Based on preliminary examples of 
an equitable distribution of grant funding, WRAC is reasonably confident that 
the other Central Coast agencies will support an allocation of at least $12.5 
million of IRWM grant funding to the San Luis Obispo County region.  

Respectfully,

MICHAEL WINN 
Chair, San Luis Obispo County Water Resources Advisory Committee 

Purpose of the Committee: 
To advise the County Board of Supervisors concerning all policy decisions relating to the water resources of the SLO 
County Flood Control & Water Conservation District. To recommend to the Board specific water resource programs. To 
recommend methods of financing water resource programs. 

Excerpts from WRAC By-Laws dated 3/6/07

Members

Steve Sinton
District 1

Bill Garfinkel
District 2

Michael Winn
District 4

Dan O'Grady
District 5

Chuck Fellows
Arroyo Grande

George Luna
Atascadero

John Shoals
Grover Beach

Betty Winholtz
Morro Bay

Douglas Monn
Paso Robles

Kris Vardas
Pismo Beach

Christine Mulholland
San Luis Obispo

Ken Weathers
Atascadero MWC

Henric Szopinski
Golden State Water Co.

Bryan Bode
Cambria CSD

John D’Ornellas
Heritage Ranch CSD

Steve Senet
Los Osos CSD

Bruce Buel
Nipomo CSD

Richard Searcy
Oceano CSD

Bill VanOrden
Templeton CSD

Linda Chipping
Coastal RCD

Tom Mora
Upper Salinas RCD

Chris Long
Camp San Luis Obispo

Joy Fitzhugh
County Farm Bureau

Edralin Maduli
Cuesta College

John Kellerman
CA Men’s Colony

Bill Bianchi
Environmental-at-Large

Eric Greening
Environmental-at-Large

Ray Allen
Agriculture-at-Large

Use this form to order great gifts from The Ocean Conservancy 

Please return this form to: 
The Ocean Conservancy 
2029 K St. NW
Washington, DC 20006

Name

Address

City, State, Zip 

Payment:  Check Money Order 
Mastercard   Visa American Express
Discover 

Card # 

Signature / Exp. Date 

Item Qty Color Size Price

Shipping & handling: $2.90 for orders 
$15 or less; $5.00 for orders $16-60; 
$7.50 for orders $61+ 

      TOTAL COST 

Please make checks payable to The Ocean Conservancy. 
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.

SAN LUIS OBISPO 
COUNTY

DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC WORKS

SAN LUIS OBISPO 
COUNTY

DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC WORKS

SAN LUIS OBISPO 
COUNTY

BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS

SAN LUIS OBISPO 
COUNTY

BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS

On April 12, 2007 Congresswoman Lois Capps hosted 
Congressman Peter Visclosky (Indiana) who is the 
Chairman of the Energy and Water Appropriations 
Subcommittee of the U.S. House of Representatives.
(In photo left to right: Assemblyman Sam Blakeslee, Supervisor 
Bruce Gibson, Congresswoman Lois Capps, and Congressman 
Peter Visclosky)

Pursuing State Grants
Numerous public agencies on the Central Coast 

support Los Osos grant eff orts.

Pursuing Federal Grants
Numerous organizations have sent in 
letters of support for federal funding.

Is your organization 
supporting eff orts 
to obtain State and 
Federal grants for 
Los Osos?

Call John Diodati: 

(805) 788-2832 
for more information 
on providing letters 
of support, or if you 
would like a County 
representative to 
make a presentation 
to your organization 
or association on the 
County’s wastewater 
project eff orts.

On behalf of the Community, the 
County of San Luis Obispo appreciates support 

from other public agencies and organizations in our 
eff orts to obtain grants for Los Osos.


