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Introduction 
 
This wetland delineation report summarizes existing wetland conditions found within 
and adjacent to the proposed East Paso Pump Station site in Los Osos, California.  This 
report identifies potential wetlands, as defined by the California Coastal Commission.   
 
Methods 
 
Wetland delineations were prepared for the Los Osos Community Services District’s 
Wastewater Facilities Project in 2004/2005, including a delineation adjacent to the East 
Paso Pump Station.  On January 25, 2012, the project site was inspected by Kate 
Ballantyne, Environmental Resource Specialist/biologist with the Department of Public 
Works.  The purpose of the inspection was to review the 2004/2005 wetland work for 
current applicability.  The inspection focused on the location of wetland conditions within 
100 feet of the proposed pump station location. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The location of wetlands as mapped in 2004/2005 was found to accurately depict the 
willow trees observed on the west side of 18th Street and on the Walker site.  The 
above-ground portions of the proposed pump station facility will maintain a setback of at 
least 75 feet to the west edge of the paved surface of 18th Street (Sheet A-C-106).  All 
areas within 75 feet of the above-ground structures of the proposed East Paso Pump 
Station are uplands.  Areas which meet or have potential to meet the Coastal Act 
definition of wetlands are located more than 75 feet from the pump station. 
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Introduction 
 
This wetland delineation report summarizes existing vegetative conditions found within and 
adjacent to the proposed Lupine Pump Station site in Los Osos, California.  This report 
identifies potential waters of the United States, as defined by the California Coastal 
Commission (CCC).   
 
Methods 
 
On January 25, 2012, the project site was inspected by Kate Ballantyne, Environmental 
Resource Specialist/biologist with the Department of Public Works.  The inspection focused on 
the location of wetland conditions within 100 feet of the proposed pump station location. 
 
Potential wetland areas were evaluated using the CCC single parameter wetland definition.  
Hydric soils or wetland hydrology was not evident within 100 feet of the pump station site, 
therefore hydrophytic vegetation was used as the indicator of wetland or potential wetland 
conditions.  A very conservative approach was taken to defining wetlands.  If a wetland 
indicator plant was present in a certain location, that area was mapped as a potential wetland 
(Figure 1).   
 
Results 
 
Physical Description 

The project site is in a nearly level area.  The underground pump station will be located within 
the eastern road shoulder of Doris Avenue, approximately 65 feet north of Lupine Street, in 
coastal San Luis Obispo County (Figure 2).  Elevation is approximately 10 feet above sea 
level.  The soils within the project area are mapped as Baywood fine sand by the Soil Survey 
of San Luis Obispo County, California (USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service). 
 
Plant Communities 

The pump station site supports a sparse cover of ruderal vegetation composed mostly of non-
native grasses and bare soil.  The dominant plant species is veldt grass (Ehrharta calycina), 
with lesser coverage by other mostly non-native, weedy annual species. 
 
At the southeast corner of the intersection of Doris Avenue and Lupine Street, a patch of field 

 



sedge (Carex praegracilis) grows ten feet off of the edge of road pavement.  Other larger 
patches of this species can be found approximately 100 feet to the east of this small patch 
(Figure 1). 
 
Toward Cuesta Inlet at the southwest corner of Doris Avenue and Lupine Street, iceplant 
(Carpobrotus edulis) is the dominant plant species.  Field sedge begins to appear within the 
iceplant approximately 10 feet to the southwest of the edge of pavement.  Coastal salt marsh 
vegetation occurs beyond this potential wetland vegetation, and was not examined as part of 
this effort. 
 
A freshwater marsh occurs approximately 150 south of the proposed pump station, and 85 
feet south of the intersection of Doris Avenue and Lupine Street.  This vegetation was not 
examined due to its distance from the pump station. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The pump station has been sited to maintain a setback of at least 75 feet to wetlands or 
potential wetlands (Figure 2).  All areas within 75 feet of the proposed Lupine Pump Station 
are uplands.  Areas which meet or have potential to meet the Coastal Act definition of 
wetlands are located more than 75 feet from the pump station. 
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Figure 1: Lupine Pump Station Wetland Map ´
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