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Two-Year Anniversary for Nacimiento Water Project Construction 

 
San Luis Obispo County, CA – The San Luis Obispo County Flood Control and Water 
Conservation District’s (District’s) Nacimiento Water Project (Project) will reach its two-year 
construction milestone on October 25, 2009, the anniversary of the Project’s groundbreaking.  The 
Project consists of five construction contractors working to construct the intake, the pump station 
facilities, and three separate reaches of the pipeline.  The Project is about 94-percent complete.   
 
The past year of construction held many accomplishments, including: 

 Completion of all of the Pipeline Central construction performed by local contractor 
Whitaker Contractors, Inc. from Paso Robles.  Their work included installation of about 
11 miles of 18- and 24-inch diameter ductile iron pipe, and about 7,100 feet of welded 
steel pipe across the Salinas River via four separate horizontal directional drills under 
the river. 

 Installation of about 44.6 miles of pipe, out of 45-miles total. 
 Installation of 30-inch diameter welded steel pipe totaling 3,100 feet across the 

Nacimiento and Salinas Rivers using horizontal directional drilling.  
 Completion of three steel water tanks:  Camp Roberts and Rocky Canyon, each holding 

850,000 gallons, and Cuesta Tunnel holding 300,000 gallons. 
 Near completion of the Santa Ysabel and Rocky Canyon Pump Stations.  The 

architecture of both stations mimics barns to blend with their agricultural setting. 
 Substantial work on the intake pump station located at Lake Nacimiento.  

 
The four remaining construction contractors continue work towards completion of the Project by 
mid-2010: approximately six months ahead of the original planned completion.  Besides Whitaker 
Contractors’ accomplishments, work is being conducted by James W. Fowler Company from 
Dallas, OR, on the lake Intake; Mountain Cascade, Inc. from Livermore, CA, on the pump stations 
and tanks; Teichert Construction working on the Pipeline North contract; and Southern California 
Pipeline Company from Tustin, CA, working on the Pipeline South contract.   The project has 
expended $110M of the $129M construction budget, and expended about $140M of the $176M 
total budget which includes construction, design, environmental permitting, right-of-way, and 
administration. 
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“So many of the parts and pieces that make up this project are finally being installed, including 
most of the piping, and some of the pumping and electrical equipment”, said John Hollenbeck, 
Nacimiento Project Manager.  “Over the next several months various electrical and mechanical 
systems will be energized and tested, then sometime in the spring we will turn on the pumps and 
begin testing the entire system”, Hollenbeck said.  The Project will annually convey 15,750 acre-
feet of the total 17,500 acre-feet of water entitlement within Lake Nacimiento.  The Project 
consists of 45-miles of pipe ranging in diameter from 12- to 36-inches, three pump stations, and 
three water storage tanks.   
 
For more information or construction photographs about this topic please contact Carolyn Berg at 
(805) 781-5252 or visit the NWP website at: http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/PW/NacWP.htm. 


