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NEWS RELEASE

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY — NACIMIENTO WATER PROJECT - June 23, 2011 - On
Thursday June 16, 2011, at the group’s monthly meeting, Rob Down, President of the San Luis
Obispo Branch of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), recognized the Nacimiento
Water Project as the 2011 Outstanding Civil Engineering Project. Annually, the ASCE Branch
reviews nominations of civil engineering projects which have finished construction. The
Nacimiento Water Project, budgeted at $176-million, is the largest public works project ever
undertaken by this County’s government. The Project can deliver up to 15,750 acre-feet annually
from Lake Nacimiento to participating agencies. The Nacimiento Project Manager, John
Hollenbeck with the County, said “The collaborative efforts of the Cities of Paso Robles and San
Luis Obispo, and the Templeton Community Services District and the Atascadero Mutual Water
Company with their foresight to invest in this new water conveyance system are why this Project
has been recognized with this prestigious award today. | am very proud of the cooperation that
the County has received from these agencies, and am very pleased that the local branch of
ASCE has chosen this Project as their 2011 Project of the Year.”

Black & Veatch Corporation of Irvine, California, performed the Project’'s engineering. The
County managed the engineering, environmental permitting right-of-way acquisition, financing,
construction management, and five construction contracts. Paavo Ogren, the Director of Public
Works, said “This monumental project had its momentum established in 2004 when the Board of
Supervisors, the Cities, and other water purveyors approved the project, and it is a credit to the
leadership of our elected officials and the dedication of the engineers, accountants, managers,
and administration of the participating agencies for accomplishing the largest public works project
in our history. The experience gained from the successful completion of this project will benefit
the County as we begin another mega public works project — the Los Osos Sewer Project.”

In addition to the Project’s recognition, Hollenbeck was individually recognized as the 2011
Outstanding Civil Engineer in Government for his management and leadership of the Project on
behalf of the Public Works Department since April 2005 when he joined the Department. “It's a
team effort” Hollenbeck said, concluding with “the successes experienced on this Project are at
the hands of hundreds of people who dedicated their efforts to accomplish this marvel of
engineering for the people of San Luis Obispo County.”



