causing bacteria and parasites that
can make people and other animals
sick. Pick up your pet’s poop and
dispose of it in the trash.

8. Maintain your car to prevent
automotive fluid leaks and
recycle your used motor oil.

9. Hold on to your dirt!
Vegetate bare spots in your yard
so soil stays put and don’t
overwater. Try capturing
rainwater using rain gardens or
rain barrels to conserve water and
save 3.

10. Wash your car at a car wash
that recycles wash water or wash
your car on your lawn instead of
the driveway. Don’t let your
wash water run down the street
and into a storm drain. Sweep,
don’t hose down your driveway
and sidewalks. Sammy the
Steelhead can’t swim in your dirt
and wash water.

For more information about
Stormwater Pollution Prevention,
call Sammy at 788-FISH or check
out the County Stormwater
Pollution Prevention website at

http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/pw
'- Remember:
“You are the
solution to
stormwater
pollution!”

SLO County Partners for Water Quality

“Did you know that

stormwater runoff is a
leading cause of water
pollution in SLO
County?”



http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/pw

Help Prevent
Stormwater Pollution
and Keep SLO County
Beautiful

This brochure contains tips on how
you can reduce the amount of
pollutants that enter storm drains,
creeks, and the ocean. Sammy
says, “You are the solution to
stormwater pollution. Here are
10 things you can do to help.”

1. Never let anything except
rain go into storm drains,
gutters, ditches, creeks, or the
ocean. Stormwater isn’t treated so
dirt, sediments, oil, pesticides,
trash, and other pollutants left on
the ground go directly into our
waterbodies during storm events
and dry weather flows such as
over-irrigation.

2.  Use less toxic household
products and dispose of your
household hazardous wastes at a
County Household Hazardous
Waste (HHW) Facility. Go green
and save money too. See
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/nps/docs
[fs_lates use_less_toxic.pdf  for
recipes to make your own safe
substitute cleaning products. Take
your Household Hazardous Waste
to any of the County’s HHW
facilities. It’s FREE! For more
information, see
http://www.iwma.com  or the
Recycling section of the SBC
Yellow Pages.

3. Eliminate toxic pesticides for
a healthy home and garden. Use
less toxic alternatives. See the
Our Water Our World Program at
http://www.ourwaterourworld.org/
for more information.

Gy By
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Choose less taxic products for a
healthy home and garden

visit www.ourwaterourworld org

4. Don’t Trash California!

Keep a lid on trash and litter.
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. Just say
no to disposable plastic shopping
bags and food and beverage
containers. Bring your own bags
for shopping.

5. Reduce the use of fertilizers
and don’t fertilize just before it
rains. Fertilizers contribute to
high nutrient levels in our
waterbodies. Try making your
own compost or use slow release
organic fertilizers instead.

6. If you have a septic system,
inspect and maintain it on a
regular basis.

7. Pick up after your pet. Would
you like to swim in or drink water
that is contaminated with pet
poop? Pet poop contains disease



