
  

 3 

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY 
BICYCLE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

STAFF REPORT – MAY 12TH, 6:00P.M. 
County Government Center, Room 361 
1055 Monterey Street 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93408 
 

1.  Call to Order 

2.  Thank You 

3.  Roll Call 
Members: Carroll, Collier, Davis (Vice-Chairperson), Goshorn, Kolb, LeBrun, Lewis, 

Mullin (Chairperson), Olejczak, Van Orden 
       Staff: Black, DiLeo, Gillham, Hostetter, Greer, Mutziger, Olmsted (Secretary), Utter 

4. Recognize Visitors and Guests 

5. Public Comment 

6. Reading and Approval of Minutes and Correspondence 
a. Minutes of February 10th, 2009 

The minutes of the February 10th, 2009 meeting have been provided on Pages 11-14 of 
the agenda package. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approve the February 10th, 2009 Minutes.  

b. Circulate Contact List for Updates 

The contact list will be coming around the meeting, please make sure you check your 
information and sign.   This sheet also acts a roll call. PLEASE SIGN.   

7. Reports 
a. Rideshare – Kelsie 

Kelsie Greer will present Rideshare updates (if any).    
b. SLOCOG – Tim 

i. Pismo Beach Bike Plan - Jessica 
To be discussed at the meeting.  

ii. RTP and Bike Lanes - Tim   
To be discussed at the meeting.  

c. Reducing Obstacles for Bicycle Commuting – Robert/Andy 

To be discussed at the meeting.  
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8. Business 
a. Bike Plan Subcommittee – Michelle 

Time to begin the 5 year update of the County Bikeways Plan, the plan must be approved 
by SLOCOG by November 30th, 2010. Exact schedule to be determined.  First step will 
be creating a subcommittee to review the existing bike plan and other plans in the 
community, state, etc. The committee will report its finding at the September 2009 BAC 
meeting.    

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Create Bike Plan subcommittee to review existing 
bike plan and other plans and report their finding at the September 2009 meeting.   

b. Federal Stimulus Package - Michelle 

Here is a list of PW project slated to receive stimulus monies… SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

OVERLAY PROJECTS 

   Avila Beach Dr (San Luis Creek Bridge to Port San Luis).  

   Lopez Dr (Orcutt Rd to Lopez Dam) Existing bike lanes will be restriped.   

   Main St, Cambria (Cambria Dr to Windsor Dr) may not be “shovel ready” 

   Willow Rd Extension (Pomeroy Rd to Hetrick Rd) Future bike lanes.  

OTHER PROJECTS 

   Main St, Templeton (First St to Abby Rd) Existing bike lanes will be restriped.  

   * Main St, Templeton (Abby Rd to Ramada Dr) Complete Class II bike lanes.  

   * Theater Dr, Templeton (PRCL to Main St) Begin completion of Class II bike lanes 
(from north).  

Energy Block Grant Stimulus funds require a recommendation letter from the BAC. In an 
officers meeting with Robert and Frank we discussed the funds (~200k) and priorities. 
Main St was first priority and funds not used would go toward Theater Drive.  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Instruct chairperson to write letter supporting the 
Energy Block Grant funds and the construction of Class II bike lanes on Main St and 
Theater Dr to work towards completing the gap between Paso Robles and Templeton. 

c. Grand Jury Report – Robert 

To be discussed at the meeting. 

9. Information, Announcements and Future Agenda Items 
a. Bike Power in San Luis Obispo – Michael  

The following is an article from the Los Angeles Times forwarded by Michael LeBrun… 
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Bike power in San Luis Obispo 
In the small college town, traffic stops for bikes and a trestle helps riders cross 
railroad tracks. Maybe best of all: Wineries are a short ride away. 
By Jane Engle, Reporting from San Luis Obispo 
May 07, 2009 

"Cycling is dope." 

That slogan, spied on a rider's T-shirt along the sylvan Bob Jones trail, sums up what it's like to bike in the San Luis 
Obispo area. This is one pedaling place, I was reminded on a recent return to the region, about 200 miles north of 
Los Angeles. 

Other burgs have skinny little bike lanes. San Luis Obispo, a college town of less than 50,000 souls, has those too, 
more than 25 miles of them. But it also sports a bicycle boulevard along a less-traveled section of Morro Street, 
where two-wheelers get the run of the car lane. 

At one intersection, just by placing your bike on a designated spot, you trip a metal detector that turns the stoplights 
red for everyone else. 

Talk about respect. 

Crossing the railroad tracks is no sweat either, thanks to a million-dollar trestle fitted with gentle ramps that zigzag up 
the 25-foot-high span. 

And here's the cherry on the sundae: At the weekly downtown farmers market, volunteer valets will watch your 
wheels for free while you shop. 

Are you listening, city planners of America? 

Mostly not, it seems. That sad reality, along with bucolic scenery, was why my partner, Wesla, and I spent a few days 
in April in San Luis Obispo County, renowned for 100-mile bike rallies such as the annual Wildflower ride. 

We chose a gentler option: rides of less than 25 miles each, suitable for moderately fit vacationers and those whose 
knees, like mine, are no longer under warranty. 

As a leisurely prequel, we had hopped Amtrak's Pacific Surfliner from L.A., a 5 1/2- hour journey that mostly hugged 
the Pacific, offering a movable visual feast of frolicking dolphins, bobbing surfers and rugged, sea-battered coast. 
Most Surfliners offer bike racks or baggage cars. 

We stayed at the Heritage Inn, a wisteria-draped B&B in a century-old house that Susanne Teso, a native of 
Edinburgh, Scotland, was refurbishing after buying it in December. 

Teso's former career, managing the Princess Grill aboard the now-retired Queen Elizabeth 2, ensured superb 
breakfasts -- and riveting tales. (Ask her about the 90-foot wave that hit the legendary QE2 in 1995.) 

Cribbing from maps crafted by the San Luis Obispo County Bicycle Coalition, Wesla and I rode three loops in three 
days, touring wineries, cruising to the coast and delving into history. Here's what we found: 

Edna Valley Wineries, 14 miles 
I can't say we weren't warned. 

"That's the one thing about San Luis Obispo," said Andrew, a cyclist we met at a local cafe. "Even in the warm 
season, you can get a cold wind," especially in the afternoon. 

Sidelined with a broken spoke, we got a late start way past noon, heading over the railroad bridge, onto the trackside 
bike path and south along unlovely California Highway 227. 
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Our first stop was the surprisingly charming San Luis Obispo County Regional Airport, whose terminal is bedecked 
with dangling figures of luggage-toting birds by local artist Sandra Kay Johnson. 

At Spirit of San Luis, a restaurant replete with aviation memorabilia that overlooks the runway, white-haired co-owner 
Doug Wagnon greeted us as if we were driving a Rolls-Royce, directing us to a spot to secure our cycles. 

"I do bikes, bathrooms and windows, and I cook too," he said. Quite well, judging from the Wright cheeseburger, Kitty 
Hawk tuna sandwich and fries we gobbled while gawking at the comings and goings of small planes. 

South of the airport the ride turned scenic, with tree-dotted hills and acres of grape vines. We turned left onto Biddle 
Ranch Road for a tasting at the 1,200-acre Edna Valley Vineyard, one of more than a dozen in the region. This one 
had a picnic area, gourmet shop and small demonstration vineyard. 

We also stopped at Saucelito Canyon Vineyard and Wolff Vineyards, where Clint Grubb, the owners' son, obliged us 
with an after-hours tasting. 

"It's not our style to turn people away," he said 

From Clint we learned a lot about Petite Syrah, Alsatian Riesling and SLO-vintage hospitality. 

Mindful of safety, we sipped sparingly. Regardless, our late-afternoon return over undulating Orcutt Road, fighting a 
relentless north wind, would have snapped anyone back to sobriety. 

Tour d'Avila, 23 miles 

We began our trip to the coast after breakfast, heading south out of town on Higuera Street and then on Ontario 
Road, skirting U.S. Highway 101. 

About eight miles out, we ducked onto the 2 1/2 -mile Bob Jones trail, a pretty, forested path along San Luis Creek. 
The trail connects to Avila Beach Drive, leading to the resort town of Avila Beach and Port San Luis' Harford Pier, on 
a gorgeous bay teeming with barking sea lions and other marine life. 

Avila Beach, which was rebuilt after an underground oil spill forced much of its downtown to be bulldozed a decade 
ago, has returned to its sleepy old self. Which is pretty great, I mused, as we shared fat crab cakes on the patio of the 
Custom House restaurant. 

We started back before 2 p.m., paused for yummy macaroons at Woodstone Marketplace at Avila Village along the 
Bob Jones trail, and then met a familiar foe. 

"Let's see," I said. "If the wind is blowing at 35 mph, and we're pedaling at 10 mph, we're going backward at 25 mph." 

Wesla replied, "Great. We'll be back at the beach in 40 minutes." 

Actually, we pedaled up to our inn about 4 p.m. 

Historic San Luis Obispo, 4.3 miles 
For a small town, SLO has a rich past. 

Stops on this short tour included the lovely Mission San Luis Obispo de Tolosa, founded in 1772; the circa 1859 
home of French immigrant Pierre Dallidet, next to a horse-drawn streetcar and a rail depot; and the Ah Louis building, 
remnant of a 19th century Chinatown. 

Old Japan Town, the former hub of a vibrant enclave emptied by the Japanese internment of World War II, today is 
remembered by a few small houses and the poignant Eto Park, where a plaque speaks of "seeds of forgiveness." 

Downtown, we veered to check out the delightful San Luis Obispo Children's Museum, which expanded last summer, 
with three floors of imaginative exhibits and games. (We took a guided tour; adults without children are usually 
barred.) 

The historic route also took us down a shady path through Meadow Park, site of a 1920s speedway long since 
dismantled. 

I can't say I mourned the track's demise. Life in the SLO lane suited me just fine. 
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b. Status of Bike Lane Projects – Michelle 
 

i. Route 101/Vineyard Drive – COMPLETE. Ribbon cutting on 04/30/2009.  
ii.  Price Canyon Road – Public Works is still working with the railroad to finalize 

agreements. Remaining funding can be secured when complete. Construction is 
planned for fall of 2009, pending funding.   

iii.  Halcyon Road/Route 1 Phase II – In preliminary design stage.   
 

 

c. Status of Trail Projects – Jan 
 

i. Bob Jones Trail (SLO to Avila) – Caltrans is reviewing the NEPA reports. Parks 
& Environmental Coordinator Office are preparing the request for proposal 
(RFP) for the projects environmental impact report (EIR).  Hope to get the RFP 
out later this month. 

ii.  Bob Jones Trail (San Miguel to First)– Waiting for right-of-way agreements. 
Signal project delayed to fall/winter. 

iii. Templeton to Atascadero Connector – Originally some funds were slated for this 
project in 2010/2011.  With budget downturn it is not longer clear that funds are 
budgeted for this project. 

 
d. Status of Other Projects  

 

i. Aero/Airport Bike Lanes – Currently under construction. No updates. 
ii. Cambria Cross Town Trail – Signal at State Highway 1 and Cambria Drive is 

open.  Provides connection over State Highway 1 for the trail to access Main St.  
iii. Hutton Road – Caltrans project. To be discussed at the meeting. 

 
 

e. Future Agenda Items 

10. Adjourn 
 




