
INDETERMINATE SENTENCE PAROLE RELEASE REVIEW 
(Penal Code Section 3041.2) 

 
JASON GREENWELL,  
Second Degree Murder 
 
AFFIRM:      ________________ 
 
MODIFY:      ________________ 
 
REVERSE:      _______ X _______ 
 
 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 
 
In 2010, Jason Greenwell had been on a six-day methamphetamine binge 
when he and four crime partners restrained, assaulted, kidnapped, and burned 
the 15-year-old female victim to death.  Mr. Greenwell held her down while 
three of his crime partners beat her with their fists, stomped on her head, hit her 
legs with a bat, and tied a rope around her.  Mr. Greenwell and three of the 
crime partners then drove to a remote location where they put her body in a 
ditch and set it on fire.   
 

GOVERNING LAW 
 
The question I must answer is whether Mr. Greenwell will pose a current danger 
to the public if released from prison.  The circumstances of the crime can 
provide evidence of current dangerousness when the record also establishes 
that something in the inmate’s pre- or post-incarceration history, or the inmate’s 
current demeanor and mental state, indicate that the circumstances of the 
crime remain probative of current dangerousness.  (In re Lawrence (2008) 44 
Cal. 4th 1181, 1214.)   
 

DECISION 
 
I acknowledge that Mr. Greenwell committed this crime when he was 20 years 
old and that he has since been incarcerated for 11 years.  In making this 
decision, I carefully examined the record for evidence demonstrating Mr. 
Greenwell’s increased maturity and rehabilitation and gave great weight to all 
the factors relevant to his diminished culpability as a youthful offender, including 
his impulsivity and other hallmark features of youth.  I note that Mr. Greenwell 
faced adverse childhood experiences that shaped his life and choices.  Mr. 
Greenwell reports that his father abused him, his mother, and his siblings, and he 
frequently tried to escape his home.  The psychologist who evaluated Mr. 





Jason Greenwell,  
Second Degree Murder 
Page 3 
 
encourage Mr. Greenwell to focus on developing a deeper understanding of his 
triggers for substance use, and its nexus to his violent conduct. 
 
The psychologist who evaluated Mr. Greenwell diagnosed him with 
Methamphetamine and Cocaine Use Disorders, in remission in a controlled 
environment.  Mr. Greenwell, who has a long history of drug abuse, had been on 
a six-day methamphetamine binge when he committed the life crime.  His drug 
use persisted in prison, and he admitted that he abused methamphetamine “a 
handful of times” in 2014 and 2015.  The psychologist who evaluated Mr. 
Greenwell found that he was, “unable to relate all of [the] 12 steps.”  Given the 
nexus between Mr. Greenwell’s substance use and his participation in the life 
crime, and his ongoing substance use in prison with limited understanding of the 
12 steps, I conclude that he needs to do additional substance use prevention 
programming before he can be released.  I encourage Mr. Greenwell to focus 
on further developing his coping skills that will allow him navigate stressors in a 
prosocial way, and thereby avoid relapse.   
 
I commend Mr. Greenwell for his rehabilitative efforts and encourage him to 
continue on this positive path.   
     

CONCLUSION 
 
I have considered the evidence in the record that is relevant to whether Mr. 
Greenwell is currently dangerous.  When considered as a whole, I find the 
evidence shows that he currently poses an unreasonable danger to society if 
released from prison at this time.  Therefore, I reverse the decision to parole Mr. 
Greenwell.   
 
 
Decision Date:   
March 29, 2022     ___________________________________  

GAVIN NEWSOM 
       Governor, State of California 

 
 
 




