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EHS Well Permit Processing

• Verify Application Information; Refer Applications to Outside 
Agencies; Draft a Determination of Ministerial Processing 
Document.

• Survey and inspect potential well sites. 
• Inspect locations for sources of contamination
• Confirm site is as it is represented on Plot Plan

• Assure that wells are sealed appropriately to prevent ground 
water contamination.

• Review the water quality testing and WCRs.

Pipe in the ground 
people – not the 
water use people



Executive Order N-7-22

• Signed March 28, 2022

• Drought

• Well Permitting  Criteria 
Effective Immediately

✓Will be in effect until the 
Order is Lifted



Sustainable Groundwater Management Act
SGMA

CA Department of Water Resources Website:

SGMA was passed in 2014 and requires local agencies to form 
groundwater sustainability agencies (GSAs) for the high and 
medium priority basins. GSAs develop and implement
groundwater sustainability plans (GSPs) to avoid undesirable 
results and mitigate overdraft within 20 years. 





Processing During Order – Exempt Wells
Private Domestic & Public Water Wells

Process 
“normally” 

with a 
declaration



Processing During Order – 9a
Non-Exempt Wells

New (or alteration of an existing) wells in a basin subject to SGMA and classified 
as medium- or high-priority: GSA will need to declare that the groundwater 

extraction by the proposed well would not be inconsistent with their sustainable 
groundwater management program as established by the GSP

EHS Will Refer Applications to the GSAs



Processing During Order – 9b
Non-Exempt Wells

New (or alteration of an existing) non-exempt wells must be accompanied by a 
report signed by a California licensed Professional Geologist with a Certified 
Hydrogeologist specialty certification that concludes both that extraction of 

groundwater from the well (1) “is not likely to interfere with the production and 
functioning of existing nearby wells” and (2) “is not likely to cause subsidence that 

would adversely impact or damage nearby infrastructure.” 

A single Geo Report that speaks to 
Deep Well  compliance with Standard 
13 issues and I&S concerns is ok

“I & S Report”



Start Here:

Ag or Irrigation 
Well ?

In SGMA 
Basin?

Interference / 
Subsidence 
Geo Letter

GSA Letter
and
Interference / 
Subsidence 
Geo Letter

Domestic Private Wells: 
Self-Certification (Use 
and Limits)

Public Wells: Declaration 
(System Name & ID#)

yes yes

no no







Questions?


