
 

Paso Basin Cooperative Committee 

 
John Hamon, Member, City of Paso Robles  Steve Martin, Alternate, City of Paso Robles 

Reginald Cousineau, Member, Heritage Ranch CSD  Scott Duffield, Alternate, Heritage Ranch CSD 

Joe Parent, Member, San Miguel CSD  Kelly Dodds, Alternate, San Miguel CSD 
John Peschong, Member, County of San Luis Obispo  Debbie Arnold, Alternate, County of San Luis Obispo 

Willy Cunha, Member, Shandon-San Juan WD   Matt Turrentine, Alternate, Shandon-San Juan WD  

  

Agenda 

October 18, 2017 

 

 

Agenda for a meeting of the Paso Robles Groundwater Basin Cooperative Committee to be held on 

October 18, 2017 at 12:00 PM, at the EOC Main Conference Room  

(900 Park Street, Paso Robles, CA 93446) 
 
 

1. Call to order 

2. Roll Call 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 

4. Introductions and Appointment of Officers (Heritage Ranch CSD) Scott Duffield 

a. Chair 

b. Vice-Chair 

c. Secretary/ Clerk 

5. Public Comment – Items not on Agenda 

6. Presentation on the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SLO County) Angela Ruberto 

7. Overview of Memorandum of Agreement (Shandon-San Juan WD) Willy Cunha  

a. Roles and responsibilities 

8. Update on Groundwater Sustainability Plan (City of Paso) Dick McKinley 

a. Grant application development 

b. Consider authorizing Chair to work with staff to execute a letter of support to the State 

Department of Water Resources for the Paso Basin grant application 

c. RFP development and issuance 

9. Consider establishment of ad-hoc committee(s) (San Miguel CSD) Blaine Reely 

a. To develop recommended annual budget consistent with MOA Section 5.2 

b. To review and participate in selection of a GSP consultant  

10. Establish Future Meeting Schedule and Determine Location (SLO County) Angela Ruberto 

11. Request for Future Items 

a. Development of a stakeholder participation plan  

b. Consider recommended annual budgets for consideration and approval of the Parties 

c. Consider confirming GSP consultant and related contract 

d. Receive update on grant application submittal/ State review and award process 

12. Adjourn 



PASO BASIN COOPERATIVE COMMITTEE 

October 18, 2017 

 

Agenda Item 4 – Appointment of Officers 

(Action Item) 

 

Subject 

Appointment of Paso Basin Cooperative Committee Officers 

 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Paso Basin Cooperative Committee (Committee): 

 

1. Motion to appoint a Committee member to the position of Committee Chairperson. 

 

2. Motion to appoint a Committee member to the position of Committee Vice Chairperson. 

 

3. Discuss role of Committee Secretary/Clerk and administration, and provide direction to 

staff. 

 

Prepared By 

Scott Duffield, Heritage Ranch Community Services District 

 

Background 

The City of Paso Robles, the San Miguel Community Services District, the Heritage Ranch 

Community Services District, the County of San Luis Obispo, and the Shandon San Juan Water 

District (Parties), entered into a Memorandum of Agreement regarding preparation of a 

Groundwater Sustainability Plan for the Paso Robles Groundwater Basin (MOA) in August 2017.   

 

The MOA provides for establishment of the Paso Basin Cooperative Committee, which is 

composed of a member and alternate member from each of the Parties. 

 

The role and activities of the Committee are outlined in Section 4 of the MOA.  

 

Discussion 

This is the first meeting of the Committee.  Appointments of officers are appropriate at this time.  

The appointment of Committee Chairperson and Vice Chairperson are as stated in the 

recommendation.   

 

The role of Committee Secretary/Clerk and administrative duties has been discussed amongst a 

work group consisting of staff from the Parties.  The work group has talked about not needing to 

hire Committee staff, but rather rotating Secretary/Clerk and administrative roles. These efforts 

may include but are not limited to: 

  

• Act as Secretary/ Clerk at assigned meeting (e.g. conducting roll call votes, etc.) 

• Provide Legal Counsel at assigned meeting to respond to Brown Act, SGMA, etc. 

questions (not to give advice since they only work for one Party) 
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• Draft meeting minutes & route to Parties’ staff for review following assigned meeting 

• Coordinate meetings location/time/date & equipment as needed 

• Develop draft agenda & assign "leads"/ deadlines to Parties’ staff; route to Parties' staff for 

review & commitments 

• Coordinate with Parties’ staff, speakers, and/or consultants to ensure meeting is prepared 

• Coordinate ad hoc committees 

 

Discussion and direction to staff is requested. 

 

 

* * * 
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PASO BASIN COOPERATIVE COMMITTEE 

October 18, 2017 

 

Agenda Item 7 – MOA for GSP preparation for the Paso Basin 

(Discussion Item) 

 

Subject 

Overview of the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA)  

 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Paso Basin Cooperative Committee (Committee): 

 

Receive an overview of the MOA and formally recognize that the Paso Basin Cooperative 

Committee and any subcommittees, consultants, contractors and/or vendors it hires will be 

operating under the structure and directions laid out in the MOA. 

 

Prepared By 

Willy Cunha, Shandon-San Juan Water District/GSA 

 

Background 

Six Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSA) have been formed over the Paso Basin; these 

include the City of El Paso de Robles (“City”), San Miguel Community Services District 

(“SMCSD”), Heritage Ranch Community Services District (“HRCSD”), Shandon-San Juan Water 

District (“SSJWD”), the County of San Luis Obispo (“County”) and, in Monterey County, the 

Salinas Valley Basin GSA (“SVBGSA”).  

 

Discussion 

The GSAs within the Paso Basin, except for SVBGSA, collaboratively developed a Memorandum 

of Agreement (MOA) for the purpose of establishing the Paso Basin Cooperative Committee to 

develop a single GSP over the portion of the Paso Basin within San Luis Obispo County. The 

MOA is intended to serve as an efficient tool to guide the GSAs in completing a practical and 

acceptable GSP to ensure a sustainable groundwater resource for all those in the basin who rely 

upon it.  Each Party reviewed, discussed and ultimately approved the MOA. 

 

It should be noted that the coordination in the Paso Basin may evolve over the coming months and 

will be brought back to the Committee for further discussion. One potential change in the basin is 

that if the Estrella-El Pomar-Creston Water District (“EPCWD”) is formed and becomes a GSA 

within its service area, and the County Board of Supervisors decides to withdraw from serving as 

the GSA within said area, the EPCWD may become a Party to the MOA by signing the Addition 

of Party form attached to the MOA. Additionally, while the MOA does not formally include roles 

for either the Salinas Valley Basin GSA (for areas of the Paso Basin in Monterey County) or the 

Atascadero Basin, the MOA provides for the committee to coordinate with neighboring GSAs and 

GSPs in the Salinas Valley Groundwater Basins. 
 

Attached 

1. Memorandum of Agreement Regarding Preparation of a Groundwater Sustainability Plan 

for the Paso Robles Groundwater Basin 

* * * 
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PASO BASIN COOPERATIVE COMMITTEE 

October 18, 2017 

 

Agenda Item 8 - Update on Groundwater Sustainability Plan 

(Discussion Item) 

 

Subject 

Update on Groundwater Sustainability Plan 

 

Recommendation 

No recommendation as this is a discussion/information item only 

 

Prepared By 

Dick McKinley, City of Paso Robles/ City of Paso Robles GSA 

 

Background 

SGMA requires the preparation of a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) for the Paso Robles 

Basin.   

 

Discussion 

This agenda item will update Committee members on the status of GSP efforts, timelines for the 

issuance of a Request For Proposal for consultant teams, plans for getting approval from all of the 

GSA partners, applying for grant funding, and completion of a GSP.  A presentation to the 

Committee is planned, with adequate time for questions, answers and discussion. 

 

Discussion and direction to staff is requested if appropriate. 

 

 

* * * 
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PASO BASIN COOPERATIVE COMMITTEE 

October 18, 2017 

 

Agenda Item 10 – Establish Meeting Schedule and Location(s) 

(Action Item) 

 

Subject 

Establish meeting schedule and location for the Paso Basin Cooperative Committee. 

 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Paso Basin Cooperative Committee (Committee): 

 

Motion to establish quarterly meeting schedule and location for future Paso Basin 

Cooperative Committee meetings. 

  

Prepared By 

Angela Ruberto, County of San Luis Obispo 

 

Discussion 

Article 4.5 of the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) forming the Paso Basin Cooperative 

Committee calls for quarterly meetings of the Paso Basin Cooperative Committee and states that 

attendance at all Cooperative Committee meetings may be augmented to include Parties’ staff or 

consultants to ensure that the appropriate expertise is available. 

 

Further, although SGMA specifies that local public agencies, mutual water companies and water 

corporations regulated by the Public Utilities Commission are the eligible GSA participants, 

stakeholder outreach requirements, coordination requirements, and the practical realities of 

preparing a GSP require the involvement of the entire community.   

 

Therefore, in an effort to minimize challenges associated with coordination of many schedules and 

establish meeting times and locations conducive to public attendance, staff recommends that the 

Cooperative Committee set a regular quarterly meeting schedule and provide direction that 

meeting location will vary within the jurisdictional boundaries of the participating GSAs.  

 

Discussion and direction to staff is requested. 

 

 

 

 

 

* * * 
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