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Proposed Order of Hearing

• Staff Presentation

• Questions

• Public Comments & Staff Response

• Commission Discussion
• Exemptions
• Cultivation & Nurseries
• Manufacturing
• Dispensaries
• Testing, Distribution
• Requirements for All Cannabis Activities
• OTHER 

• definitions, planning area standards, revocation/enforcement
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Background
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General Plan

• General Plan
• Land Use and Circulation Element  (inland & coastal)

• Framework for Planning 

• Local Coastal Plan

• Area Plans

• Community/Village Plans

• Official Maps

• Local Coastal Program

• County Code
• 26 Titles

• Title 22 & Title 23
• Land Use Ordinance & Coastal Zone Land Use Ordinance

• Permissive Zoning Ordinances
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Amendment Process

• Authorization by BOS
• December 2015

• Environmental Review

• Planning Commission
• Recommendation to BOS

• BOS Public Hearing

• California Coastal Commission
• Approve

• Deny or Modify
• BOS Accept

• BOS Not Accept
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Current County Regulations

• Permissive Zoning Ordinance
• Dispensaries

• Interim/Urgency Ordinance
• 455 applied

• 335 approved

• 120 denied/withdrawn

• Permanent Land Use Regulations
• December 2015

• February 2016

• May 2016

• June 2016
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Board of Supervisors’ Direction
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Proposed Land Use Regulations

Public Hearing Drafts - August 2017
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Inland v. Coastal Amendments
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Inland Amendments

• Allowable Use Table 2-2 in T22
• Section 1

• Definitions in T22
• Section 3

• New Chapter 22.40 in T22
• Part of Article 4 – Specific Use Standards

• Section 4

• Planning Area Standards in T22
• Sections 6 - 34
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Coastal Amendments

• Allowable Use Table “O” in Framework for Planning
• Section 1

• Definitions in Framework for Planning
• Section 2

• New Sections 23.08.420 – 23.08.432 in T23
• Special Use Standards

• Section 3

• Planning Area Standards in Framework for Planning
• Sections 4 - 18
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Amendments to Table 2-2 and Table O

• Table 2-2 (inland)
• New use

• “Cannabis Activities”

• Agriculture, Resource, and Open Space

• Footnote 4

• A2 use (22.40)

• Delete use
• Medical Marijuana Dispensaries (Retail Trade)

• Table O (coastal)
• New use group (L)

• Cannabis Uses

• “S” use 

• S-21 (23.08.420)
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Amendments to Table 2-2 and Table O
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Amendments to Table 2-2 and Table O
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Areas for Special Consideration

• Industrial Hemp

• Dispensaries in the Coastal Zone

• Dispensaries for Adult-Use

• Volatile Manufacturing

• Manufacturing in Agriculture and Rural Lands

• Cultivation Cap and Distribution of Cap

• Carrizo Planning Area
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CEQA/Environmental Review
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CEQA 

• Statutory Exemption
• SB94

• Section 26055(h) of CA Business and Professions Code

• CEQA does not apply to ordinance

• Limitation
• Discretionary permit approval

• Minor Use Permits

• Conditional Use Permit / Development Plans

• CEQA review on each permit

• All cannabis activities
• Does not apply to “Exempted” activities
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Definitions
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Cannabis

• “Cannabis” or “cannabis product” means any and all parts 
of the plant Cannabis sativa Linnaeus, Cannabis indica, or 
Cannabis ruderalis, whether growing or not; the seeds 
thereof, the resin, whether crude or purified, extracted 
from any part of the plant; and every compound, 
manufactured product, salt, derivative, mixture, tincture, 
tea, or preparation of the plant, its seeds, or resin. 
“Cannabis” also means the separated resin, whether crude 
or purified, obtained from cannabis plants. “Cannabis” also 
means marijuana as defined by Section 11018 of the 
Health and Safety Code for medical or non-medical 
purposes. For the purposes of this Title, “cannabis” does 
not include “industrial hemp” as defined by Section 81000 
of the Food and Agricultural Code or Section 11018.5 of the 
Health and Safety Code (See “Industrial Hemp”).
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Industrial Hemp

• A fiber or oilseed crop, or both, that is limited to non-
psychoactive types of the plant Cannabis sativa L. and the seed 
produced therefrom, having no more than three-tenths of one (1) 
percent tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) contained in the dried 
flowering tops, and that is cultivated and processed exclusively 
for the purpose of producing the mature stalks of the plant, fiber 
produced from the stalks, oil or cake made from the seeds of the 
plant, or any other compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, 
mixture, or preparation of the mature stalks, except the resin or 
flowering tops extracted therefrom, fiber, oil, or cake, or the 
sterilized seed, or any component of the seed, of the plant that is 
incapable of germination. “Industrial hemp” also includes edible 
and topical products produced from the plant Cannabis sativa L. 
and the seed produced therefrom, having no more than three-
tenths of one (1) percent tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) contained 
in the dried flowering tops. 
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Crop Production and Grazing (land use)

• Agricultural uses including production of grains, field crops, 
industrial hemp, vegetables, melons, fruits, tree nuts, 
flower fields and seed production, ornamental crops, tree 
and sod farms, associated crop preparation services and 
harvesting activities including but not limited to mechanical 
soil preparation, irrigation system construction, spraying, 
crop processing and sales in the field not involving a 
permanent structure. Does not include the production of 
cannabis, which is included under “Cannabis Cultivation”. 
Also includes the raising or feeding of beef cattle, sheep 
and goats by grazing or pasturing. Does not include cattle 
feedlots, which are included under "Animal Facilities." The 
distinction between feedlots and grazing operations is 
established by Chapter 22.30. See also, "Animal Keeping."
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Cannabis Activity

• The cultivation, possession, manufacture, processing, 
storing, laboratory testing, labeling, transporting, 
distribution, delivery, or sale of cannabis or a cannabis 
product. “Cannabis activity” includes the following land 
uses: cannabis cultivation, cannabis nurseries, cannabis 
manufacturing, cannabis testing facilities, cannabis 
dispensaries, and cannabis distribution.
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Cannabis Cultivation

• Any activity involving the planting, growing, harvesting, 
drying, curing, grading, or trimming of cannabis.
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Cannabis Cultivation Operation

• Authorized cannabis cultivation for which there is an 
approved and effective (not expired) land use permit and 
the operator processes any required state license. Each 
cultivation operation shall be limited in size per state law 
(one acre at the time of ordinance adoption). 
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Cannabis Dispensary

• A facility where cannabis, cannabis products, or devices 
specifically for the use of cannabis or cannabis products 
are offered, either individually or in any combination, for 
retail sale, including an establishment that delivers 
cannabis and cannabis products as part of a retail sale.
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Cannabis Dispensary

• Mobile Delivery. The commercial transfer of cannabis or 
cannabis products from a dispensary, up to an amount 
allowed by the Bureau of Cannabis Control or its successor, 
to a primary caregiver, qualified patient, or customer. 
“Mobile Delivery” also includes the use by a dispensary of 
any technology platform owned and controlled by the 
dispensary, or independently licensed under this chapter, 
that enables a primary caregiver or qualified patient to 
arrange for or facilitate the commercial transfer by a 
licensed dispensary of cannabis or cannabis products. 
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Cannabis Dispensary

• Mobile Dispensary. The commercial transfer of cannabis 
or cannabis products from an outdoor location or mobile 
structure (e.g. food truck or food cart), up to an amount 
allowed by the Bureau of Cannabis Control or its successor, 
to a primary caregiver or qualified patient. 
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Cannabis Greenhouse

• A fully enclosed permanent structure that is clad in 
transparent or translucent material with climate control, 
such as heating and/or ventilation capabilities, and/or 
supplemental artificial lighting, and that uses a 
combination of natural and/or artificial lighting (mixed-
light) for cultivation. For the purposes of this Chapter, 
cannabis cultivation within a greenhouse is considered 
indoor cultivation. For the purposes of obtaining licenses, 
cannabis cultivation within a greenhouse can be 
considered indoor or mixed-light cultivation.
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Cannabis Hoop Structure

• A readily removable plastic or fabric covered hoop 
structure without in-ground footings or foundations, which 
are not more than 12 feet in height and do not have 
vertical sides exceeding 4 feet in height. The ends of the 
hoops structure must be open and no framing other than 
the hoops is allowed. Cannabis hoop structures can be 
accessory uses in residential land use categories and shall 
not exceed 120 square-feet in floor area. For the purposes 
of this Chapter, and for the purposes of obtaining licenses, 
cannabis cultivation within hoop structures is considered 
outdoor cultivation.



COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO www.slocounty.ca.gov

Cannabis Nursery

• A site that produces only clones, immature plants, seeds, 
or other agricultural products used specifically for the 
planting, propagation, and cultivation of cannabis. 
Cultivation as a cannabis nursery may be considered 
indoor or mixed-light cultivation (see “cannabis 
greenhouse”) or outdoor cultivation (see “cannabis hoop 
structure”).
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Other Definitions

• Cannabis Canopy

• Cannabis Distribution

• Cannabis Edible and Topical Product

• Cannabis Manufacturing (Volatile)

• Cannabis Manufacturing (Non-Volatile)

• Cannabis Primary Caregiver

• Cannabis Testing Facility

• Cannabis Transport

• Cannabis Hearing Officer



COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO www.slocounty.ca.gov

Exempted Activities
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Exempted Activities

• No land use permit required

• Non-commercial

• Personal Cultivation
• 6 plants (flowering and immature) per site

• Caregiver Cultivation
• 6 plants (flowering and immature) per qualified patient per site

• Limit 5 patients per caregiver

• Business license required

• Accessory to residential use

• Standards required
• Odor
• Screening
• Pesticides
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Cultivation: 10’ x 10’ = 100 feet2

Parcel Size: 70’ x 90’ = 6,300 feet2

= 0.14 acres

Outdoor Exempt Setbacks
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Cannabis Activities
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Cultivation



COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO www.slocounty.ca.gov

Cultivation

• Where: AG, RL, RR, IND
• IND indoors only

• Permit: Minor Use Permit

• Cap: 100 operations at any time

• Expiration: 5 years (renewal allowed)

• Setbacks
• Indoor: per LUO/CZLUO 
• Outdoor: 300 feet from PL
• Other residences: 100 feet
• Coastal Zone Only: 50 feet from riparian vegetation

• Separation
• 1,000 feet from schools, parks, etc.
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Cultivation: 100’ x 100’ = 10,000 feet2

Parcel Size: 700’ x 700’ = 490,000 feet2

= 11.25 acres

Outdoor Cultivation Setbacks
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Limit on Cultivation

• 100 operations at any one time

• Distributed by planning area
• Only AG, RL, RR, IND parcels

• Coastal includes Estero, North Coast, San Luis Bay-Coastal, South 
County-Coastal

• Expressed as percentage of parcels of the total
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Cannabis Cultivation Operation

• Authorized cannabis cultivation for which there is an 
approved and effective (not expired) land use permit and 
the operator processes any required state license. Each 
cultivation operation shall be limited in size per state law 
(one acre at the time of ordinance adoption). 
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Standards

• Water Offset
• Basins at LOS III

• Screening

• Renewable Energy

• Odors

• Pesticides

• Use of Residence

• Monitoring Program
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Nurseries
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Nurseries 

• Where: AG, RL, RR, IND
• IND and RR indoors only

• Permit: Minor Use Permit
• Conditional Use Permit ≥ 75,000 sf in RR

• Cap: N/A

• Expiration: N/A

• Setbacks
• AG/RL/IND: per LUO/CZLUO 
• RR: 80 feet (front), 100 feet (side & rear)
• Other residences: 100 feet
• Coastal Zone Only: 50 feet from riparian vegetation

• Separation
• 1,000 feet from schools, parks, etc.
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Cultivation: 100’ x 100’ = 10,000 feet2

Parcel Size: 300’ x 280’ = 84,000 feet2

= 1.93 acres

Residential Rural Nursery Setbacks
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Standards

• Minimum Site Area
• RR: 5 acres

• Air Quality

• Water Offset

• Screening

• Renewable Energy

• Odors

• Pesticides

• Use of Residence

• Coastal Zone Only: no greenhouses on > 15% slopes
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Manufacturing
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Manufacturing

• Where: AG, RL, CS, IND
• Coastal Zone Only: AG on non-prime soils only

• Permit: Minor Use Permit
• Conditional Use Permit ≥ 40,000 sf

• Cap: N/A

• Expiration: N/A

• Setbacks
• Per LUO/CZLUO 

• Separation: N/A
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Standards

• Limitation
• Non-volatile Manufacturing only

• AG and RL
• Allowed with off-site cannabis

• Odors
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Testing
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Testing

• Where: CS, IND

• Permit: Minor Use Permit
• Conditional Use Permit ≥ 20,000 sf

• Cap: N/A

• Expiration: N/A

• Setbacks
• Per LUO/CZLUO 

• Separation: N/A
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Dispensaries
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Dispensaries

• Where: CR, CS, IND
• CR –open to public

• CS – open or not open to public

• IND – not open to public

• Permit: Minor Use Permit

• Cap: N/A

• Expiration: N/A

• Setbacks
• Per LUO/CZLUO 

• Separation: 1,000 feet from schools, parks, etc.
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Standards

• Limitation
• Mobile Dispensaries prohibited

• Hours of Operation
• 10:00 am to 8:00 pm

• Surveillance Cameras
• Rea-time feed to Sheriff’s Office
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Distribution
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Distribution

• Where: CS, IND

• Permit: Minor Use Permit
• Conditional Use Permit ≥ 40,000 sf

• Cap: N/A

• Expiration: N/A

• Setbacks
• Per LUO/CZLUO 

• Separation: 1,000 feet from schools, parks, etc.
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Land Use Categories
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Allowed Land Use Categories

• Agriculture
• Cultivation, Nurseries, Manufacturing

• Rural Lands
• Cultivation, Nurseries, Manufacturing

• Residential Rural
• Cultivation, Nurseries

• Industrial
• Cultivation, Nurseries, Manufacturing, Testing, Dispensaries, 

Distribution

• Commercial Service
• Manufacturing, Testing, Dispensaries, Distribution

• Commercial Retail
• Dispensaries
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Commercial Activities in Residential

• Purpose and Character Statements

• Residential Rural
• Low-density residential

• Compatible with agriculture

• Allows limited non-residential uses and some commercial

• Other Residential
• Do not allow for non-residential uses
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Requirements for All Cannabis Activities
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Conditional Use Permit

• Vertical Integration
• More than one cannabis activity on a site

• Previous Violation
• Cannabis-related

• Past 24 months
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Security

• Security measures sufficient to restrict access to only those 
intended and to deter trespass and theft of cannabis or 
cannabis products shall be provided and maintained.
• Prevent individuals from loitering on the premises if they are not 

engaging in activity expressly related to the operations of the 
facility

• Store all cannabis in a secured and locked structure or behind a 
secured and locked fence, and all cannabis products in a secured 
and locked safe room, safe, or vault, and in a manner as to prevent 
diversion, theft, and loss.
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Pesticides

• Approved cannabis cultivation operations employing the 
use of pesticides shall also obtain the appropriate pesticide 
use permitting from the Department of Agriculture / 
Weights and Measures. 
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Pesticides
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Approvals Required

• State License

• Land Use Permit

• Business License
• RWQCB Clearance

• Pesticide Permit

• Sheriff Clearance
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Revocation of Permit
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Ground for Revocation

• Failure to comply with ordinance

• False information

• Business ownership transferred/sold

• Permit transferred/sold

• Denial or revocation of State license

• Denial or revocation of business license

• Conviction for possession of illegal drugs

• Conduct that constitutes a nuisance (e.g. odor)
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Procedure Revocation

• Initiated by Enforcement Officer

• Revocation Hearing 
• Cannabis Hearing Officer 

• May grant additional time to resolve violation

• Modify conditions of approval

• Revoke land use permit and order discontinuance of use

• Decision effective 1 week later
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Enforcement
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Enforcement

• Public Nuisance declared

• Violations are a misdemeanor
• No proof of knowledge, intent, or other mental State is required to 

establish a violation

• Separate offense each and every day

• Separate violation for each and every plant

• Enforcement Hearing
• Office of the Cannabis Hearing Officer

• Appointed by Board

• Licensed attorney

• May direct Enforcement Officer to abate nuisance 

• May apply for a warrant if necessary

• Pesticides, Weights/Measures through Commissioner
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Planning Area Standards



COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO www.slocounty.ca.gov

Planning Area Standards
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Planning Area Standards

• Adds or prohibits
• Based on similar uses

• Carrizo Planning Area (entire)
• Prohibition on all cannabis activities

• San Luis Obispo Urban Area (entire)
• Prohibition on all cannabis activities

• Dalidio Ranch

• Inland in T22

• Coastal Zone in Framework for Planning
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Planning Area Standards
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Staff Recommendation
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Recommendation

• Recommend the Board of Supervisors approve the CEQA 
Exemption; 

• Recommend the Board of Supervisors adopt amendments 
to the Local Coastal Plan, Part II of the Framework for 
Planning – Coastal Zone, and Title 23 the Coastal Zone Lane 
Use Ordinance; and

• Recommend the Board of Supervisors adopt amendments 
to Title 22 the Land Use Ordinance of the County Code.
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Proposed Order of Hearing

• Staff Presentation

• Questions

• Public Comments & Staff Response

• Commission Discussion
• Exemptions
• Cultivation & Nurseries
• Manufacturing
• Dispensaries
• Testing, Distribution
• Requirements for All Cannabis Activities
• OTHER 

• definitions, planning area standards, revocation/enforcement
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