
ZONE 3 ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

San Luis Obispo County Flood Control and Water Conservation District 

AGENDA 
Thursday, March 17, 2016 6:30 p.m. 
Oceano Community Services District 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

II. PUBLIC COMMENT
This is an opportunity for members of the public to address the Committee on items
that are not on the Agenda

III. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES OF JANUARY 21, 2016

IV. OPERATIONS REPORT
A. Water plant operations, dam storage, creek releases

V. INFORMATION ITEMS 
A. Present 2nd Quarter FY 15/16 Budget Status  
B. Declaration of Surplus Water  
C. Projected Reservoir Levels  
D. Climate Update  
E. PG&E Diablo Canyon Power Plant Desalination Update 
F. Habitat Conservation Plan Update  

VI. CAPITAL PROJECTS UPDATE
A.  Bi-Monthly Update

VII. ACTION ITEMS (No Subsequent Board of Supervisors Action Required)

VIII. ACTION ITEMS (Board of Supervisors Action is Subsequently Required)
A.  Present proposed FY 16/17 budget and endorse
B.  Zone 3 District Reserves to fund local match of SWRCB Stormwater Resource

Plans grant  

IX. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
A.  Contract Renegotiation Discussions 
B.  Funding Groundwater Modeling 
C.  Water Wheeling  

X. COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS 

Next Regular Meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, May 19, 2016 at 6:30 PM at City of Pismo Beach 
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March 17, 2016 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Flood Control Zone 3 Advisory Committee 

FROM: Joanne Hilker, Accountant 

VIA: Andrea Montes, Public Works Department Administrator 

SUBJECT: Flood Control Zone 3, Second Quarter Budget Status Fiscal Year 2015/16 

Recommendation 

The item to be received and filed. 

Discussion 

Attached please find the second quarter budget versus actual results for the fiscal year 2015/16. 
The $5-million-dollar budget is broken into three categories: Routine O&M expenditures  
($3.3 million), Non-Routine O&M expenditures ($560,000), and Capital Outlay expenditure 
($810,000). For the three months that comprised the second quarter, expenditures were under the 
quarterly budget by $40,000. At 50% of the fiscal year, expenditures totaled approximately 42% 
of the annual budget, as described below. 

Routine O&M annual budget is approximately $3.3 million dollars. At 50% of the fiscal year, 
expenditures were approximately 47% of the budget, which produced approximately $90,000 of 
savings. The Water Treatment Plant experienced approximately $50,000 in savings due to staff 
vacancies which are in the process of being filled. The balance of the savings was realized across 
the board: $14,000 in the Terminal Dam; $10,000 in the Main Dam; $15,000 in the rest of the 
O&M accounts, primarily due to staff vacancies. 

Non Routine O&M annual budget is approximately $560,000 dollarsi. At 50% of the fiscal year, 
expenditures were approximately 32% of budget, resulting in $99,000 of savings. The majority 
of the savings ($64,000) was realized in the Lopez Water Rights/Habitat Conservation Plan 
(HCP). HCP efforts have been delayed pending possible Zone 3 municipal contract changes that 
could impact the modeling and draft downstream release program that ECORP developed in 

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

Wade Horton, Director 

County Government Center, Room 206 • San Luis Obispo CA 93408 • (805) 781-5252 

  Fax (805) 781-1229 email address: pwd@co.slo.ca.us 
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coordination with H.T. Harvey.  Once the contract issue is resolved, work can move forward 
with modeling efforts and the District can re-engage regulatory agencies in permit requirement 
discussions. HCP efforts will continue into fiscal year 2016/17. 

Capital Outlay annual budget is approximately $810,000 dollarsi. At 50% of the fiscal year, 
expenditures were approximately 29% of budget, resulting in $106,000 of savings. The savings 
are primarily a result of staffing inadequacies during recruitments. Any unspent balances at year-
end will be carried into the following fiscal year for continued efforts.   

Other Agency Involvement/Impact 

The agencies involved are: City of Arroyo Grande, City of Grover Beach, City of Pismo Beach, 
Oceano Community Services District, and County Service Area 12. Subcontractors of CSA 12 
include Port San Luis Harbor District and Avila Beach Community Services District. 

Financial Consideration 

Refunds due to agencies for fiscal year 2014/15 were credited in the January 2016 billings. All 
agencies are current on their payments.  

i    Per Advisory Committee’s endorsement on 11/19/15, $100,000 of budget was transferred from Non Routine 
O&M Pigging to Capital Outlay 6th Membrane Filtration project. 
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Notes:
• For "Dry Months" (May - October), projected increases and/or decreases in storage estimated to mimic 2013 conditions. 
• For "Wet Months" (November - April), projected storage declines assume annual downstream release of 4,200 AFY and deliveries of 4,530 AFY. 
• For "Wet Months", projected storage increases based on historic trends from actual storm data for the period of 12/1993 through 6/2011. 
• Storage projection for "Wet Months" assume that unsaturated conditions exist.  Increases in storage delayed until March due to drought conditions delaying reservoir increase. 
• Monthly rainfall projections assumed to occur during the first week of each month.
• Rainfall projection provided by www.LongRangeWeather.com, and updated 10/31/2015. Evaporation included in storage projection. 
• 1991 Projection uses actual monthly storage changes, shown on 1st of month.  1991 had 26.33" of rain, 13.98" in March.  1989 and 1990 had 9.90" & 9.99" of rain respectively. 
• Past 3 Year Avg. Projection uses historic daily capacity changes averaged from 2012, 2013, 2014

Lopez Reservoir Storage Projections
(precipitation scenario source: www.LongRangeWeather.com)
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NOAA TEMPERATURE FORECAST
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TO:  Zone 3 Advisory Committee 

FROM: Katie Drexhage, Environmental Resource Specialist 

DATE:  March 17, 2016 

SUBJECT: Lopez Water Project HCP Status Update 

At your November 19th meeting, District staff stated that the proposed Downstream Release 
Program would be presented to the TAC in January, and then presented to the resource 
agencies (i.e., NMFS and USFWS) for feedback. However, after January’s TAC meeting, further 
information was requested by the TAC including data regarding water levels in the creek at 
different flow rates proposed in the draft Program as well as additional information regarding 
surplus water. Additionally, potential changes to existing Zone 3 water supply contracts may 
result in impacts to the modeling that ECORP has done to date. At this time, work on the draft 
Downstream Release Program and coordination with the resource agencies is on hold until the 
District has more information regarding water supply contracts changes. 

At your November meeting, the District reported the decision to file a change petition to the 
existing Permit 12814 to include direct diversion based on feedback from the SWRCB and 
ECORP. This option will streamline the process, maintain all Lopez Water Project rights in one 
permit, and provide a more senior direct diversion right as compared to the other option which 
entailed filing a change petition on the existing Application 30826. This option requires a 
hydrologic report rather than a Water Availability Analysis. District staff received the draft 
hydrologic report from ECORP in late 2015 and provided comments to ECORP on March 1st. 
Along with finalizing the hydrologic report, ECORP will begin preparing the petition for extension 
of time that is required to move forward with the change petition. 

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

Wade Horton, Director 

County Government Center, Room 206 • San Luis Obispo CA 93408 • (805) 781-5252 

  Fax (805) 781-1229 email address: pwd@co.slo.ca.us 
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MEMORANDUM 
TO: Zone 3 Advisory Committee 

FROM: Eric Laurie, Project Manager 

DATE: March 17, 2016 

SUBJECT: Capital Projects Update 

Project Updates: 

 LWTP 6th Rack Addition
o Rack installation

• Cushman Contracting currently constructing rack
• Rack connection and start-up on hold due to the discovery of foreign debris

in the membrane feed line. Investigation as to cause and a recommendation
for solution is being initiated.

 Turnout SCADA Project
o Cannon and County operations staff are currently completing the SCADA

system. Estimated completion; May, 2016.

 Repair Projects scheduled for FY15-16
o Lopez Dam:  Repair V-ditch adjacent to spillway
o Water Treatment Plant Intake Repair (Dept. of Safety of Dams)
o VFD Project
o Power Monitoring Equipment
o PLC Replacement & Programming

 Repair Projects Deferred
o WTP Parking Lot Re-surfacing deferred until Spring 2017

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

Wade Horton, Director 

County Government Center, Room 206 • San Luis Obispo CA 93408 • (805) 781-5252 

  Fax (805) 781-1229 email address: pwd@co.slo.ca.us 
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March 17, 2016 

TO:  Zone 3 Advisory Committee 
FROM: Joanne Hilker, Accountant 
VIA:  Mark Hutchinson, Public Works Deputy Director 
SUBJECT: Endorsement of the Proposed Fiscal Year 2016/17 Budget 

Recommendation 
Endorse the proposed Fiscal Year 2016/17 Budget 

Discussion 
At the January 21, 2016 Advisory Committee meeting, the proposed budget was 

introduced and distributed to the Advisory Committee (AC) members to review and 

discuss with their agencies. 

The following outreach has occurred since January: 

• Review and discussion with the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC).

• Review and discussion with the Finance Committee (FC).

• Budget Addendum was distributed to the TAC, FC, and AC regarding a minor

budget reduction San Miguelito Mutual Water Company’s direct billings. This

change does not affect any other Contractor’s budget or billings.

• Review and discussion with the City Managers.

Overall billings to contractors are increasing 3% from the prior year budget. Staff will 

provide a brief presentation and request endorsement of the proposed budget. 

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

Wade Horton, Director 

County Government Center, Room 206 • San Luis Obispo CA 93408 • (805) 781-5252 

  Fax (805) 781-1229 email address: pwd@co.slo.ca.us 
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ZONE 3 ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

San Luis Obispo County Flood Control and Water Conservation District 

March 17, 2016 

Sean Maguire, Program Manager 
Division of Financial Assistance 
Storm Water Grant Program 
1001 I Street, Sacramento, CA 94244-2120 

Subject: Letter of Support for Grant Application to Prepare a Stormwater Resource Plan for 
Arroyo Grande Creek and Pismo Creek Watersheds; southern San Luis Obispo County 

Dear Mr. Maguire, 

The San Luis Obispo County Flood Control and Water Conservation District’s (District) Zone 3 Advisory 
Committee was established in the 1960’s to develop recommendations to the Board of Supervisors 
on issues pertaining to water conservation and flood control issues in the southern portion of San 
Luis Obispo County.  The Committee urges your approval of grant funding for the preparation of a 
Stormwater Resource Plan for Arroyo Grande Creek and Pismo Creek watersheds.  The City of Arroyo 
Grande has agreed to act as the lead agency on a multi-jurisdictional plan with local matching funds 
from Zone 3. 

The primary water supply project in Zone 3 is Lopez Dam and Reservoir, located in the Arroyo Grande 
creek watershed.  The Advisory Committee includes representatives from local agencies that contract 
for municipal water supplies including the Cities of Arroyo Grande, Pismo Beach and Grover Beach, 
the Oceano Community Services District and San Luis Obispo County Service Area No. 12, which 
includes the Avila Beach Community Services District, the Port San Luis Harbor District and several 
private residences and businesses.  The Committee also includes agricultural representation to help 
ensure that water supply needs of local agriculture are being addressed, and a member from the 
public at-large to help address recreational and the overall management of the dam and related 
facilities. 

Lopez Dam diverts water from the upper portions of Arroyo Grande Creek watershed.  Portions of 
Zone 3 also encompasses the Pismo Creek watershed.  The Committee’s recent consideration in 
support of developing a Storm Water Management Plan for Arroyo Grande Creek and Pismo Creek 
recognizes the importance of multi-jurisdictional collaboration and will be completed through an 
inclusive process of the five primary jurisdictions, which is also known as the Five Cities area of 
southern San Luis Obispo County, two of which are economically disadvantaged areas.  
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The partners within the watersheds have a history of successfully collaborating on numerous water 
resource issues and will build on that collaboration and existing work in developing the Stormwater 
Resource Plan (SRP).  Examples of significant accomplishments that will provide the foundation for a 
successful SRP include the Arroyo Grande Creek Waterway Management Plan, Lopez Reservoir water 
supply management, and the Northern Cities Management Area (NCMA) of the Santa Maria 
Groundwater Basin. 

 The Waterway Management Plan is important for addressing flooding risks associated with
the Arroyo Grande creek levees in the lower portion of the watershed.

 The Lopez Reservoir water supply management efforts are important for addressing water
supply reliability – both in terms of drought resiliency and the development of a Habitat
Conservation Plan for endangered species.

 Efforts of the NCMA are important because the underlying groundwater within NCMA is part
of the Santa Maria Groundwater Basin, which is an adjudicated basin with ongoing judicial
oversight.

Together, these and other efforts illustrate the ongoing commitment of the local agencies to address 
water supply, groundwater management, and ecosystem needs of the watershed. 

The grant proposal submitted for your consideration will build on this success and the Central Coast 
Joint Effort for Hydromodification Control and Low Impact Development.  It will integrate stormwater 
resource management with related issues of groundwater recharge, water supply, water quality, 
instream flows and flood control. The partners view this proposal as a significant opportunity to build 
on existing knowledge and work efforts relating to watershed processes, particularly groundwater 
recharge and pollutant loading, while evaluating and weighing the pros and cons of different types, 
scales and locations of projects, based on a prioritization tool that will be developed with the 
Stormwater Resource Plan.  The Plan will provide a method to evaluate and quantify multiple benefits 
of any given project thereby focusing time and energy on the projects that can solve more than one 
issue. The Plan will also provide a venue to vett projects with the larger community, promoting 
transparency in decision making processes, project implementation, and efficient use of tax dollars. 

Thank you for your consideration of our proposal.  We hope that you will support the grant 
application to prepare a Storm Water Resource Plan for Arroyo Grande and Pismo creek watersheds. 

Sincerely, 

PAAVO OGREN, Chair, Zone 3 Advisory Committee 

cc: San Luis Obispo County Board of Supervisors 
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