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 Provide overview of State law related to SGMA

 Provide update on SGMA activities in Santa Maria Basin “Fringe Areas”

 Status on other medium and high priority basins in the county

 Stakeholder assessment findings

 Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) governance structure 

options

 Present and get feedback on GSA advisory committee make-up and 

appointment.

Purpose:
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SGMA Basics
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Adjudicated Areas(3) annual reporting & management under 
court order

Santa Maria Basin
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Sustainability Groundwater Management Act: The Basics

Sustainable 
Yield

Sustainability 
Goals

Sustainable 
Management

Lowering of 

Groundwater 

Levels

Reduction in 

Groundwater 

Storage

Seawater 

Intrusion

Water 

Quality 

Degradation

Land 

Subsidence

Depletions of 

Surface 

Water

“Significant” & “Unreasonable”

Prevent “undesirable results”
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SGMA: Schedule

1/1/2015:

SGMA 
becomes 

law

1/1/2016:

Boundary 
Modification 
Regulations

6/1/2016:

GSP 
Regulations

7/1/2017:

State fees/fines 
established 

2018: 

Potential Next 
Boundary 

Modification 
Request Period

KEY 
STATE 
DATES

KEY 
LOCAL 
DATES

6/30/2017:

Establish 
GSA

1/31/2022:

Adopt GSP

2022 2042

Goal: 
Achieve 

sustainability

1/1-3/31/16:
Boundary 

modification 
requests 

STEP 1: Form GSA STEP 2: Develop GSP STEP 3: Implement

TODAY

2020: 

Bulletin 118 
Comprehensive

Update

9/14/2016:
1st Santa 

Maria Basin 
Public Forum

2015 2016 2017
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General Roles & Responsibilities

DWR

(regulate & 
assist)

GSA
(planning/ 

implementation)

SWRCB

(enforce)

Other 
Interested 

Parties, 
such as

Entities  
monitoring & 
reporting on 
groundwater 

elevations
Federal 

government

Surface 
water users 

(if hydrologic 

connection)
Environmental 

users of 
groundwater

Holders of 
overlying 

groundwater 
rights

Local Land 
Use 

Planning 
Agencies
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GSA Authorities

 Under SGMA, GSAs have new authorities such as:

 Conduct studies

 Register & monitor wells

 Set well spacing requirements

 Require extraction reporting

 Regulate extractions

 Implement capital projects

 Assess fees to cover costs

 Required to develop GSP by 1/31/2022
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Mutual Water Cos.

PUC Water Corp

Affected Stakeholders 
Agricultural users

Domestic well users

Municipal well users

Public water systems

Land use planning agencies

Environmental users

Surface water users

Federal government

Native American tribes

Disadvantaged communities

Certain monitoring entities 

GSA
-Define decision making

-Define SH engagement

-Identify resource needs

-Identify funding strategy

Local Public 

Agencies 
(Water supply, water 

management, land use 

responsibilities)

SGMA Basics:  Governance
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SGMA: The Basics - Phases of Implementation

GSA: Implement Projects/ Strategies 

Conduct Monitoring; Report to DWR

2020 (22) – 2040 (42)

GSA: Conduct Studies; Engage Basin Users 

Develop GSP for Monitoring & Implementation

7/1/2017 – 1/31/2020 (22) 

Pre-GSA: Initial Coordination

(SGMA info outreach, interviews, stakeholder assessment, 
public input) 

Form GSA & Governance Structure

1/13/2015 – 6/30/2017

PHASE 1

PHASE 2

PHASE 3



COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO www.slocounty.ca.gov11

Local Implementation 
Update
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SGMA Update: San Luis Obispo County
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SGMA Strategy

Stakeholder 
Involvement

Organizational 
Agreements

Groundwater 
Sustainability 
Agencies 
(GSAs)

Establish community focused GSAs based on 
cooperative interagency and stakeholder 

relationships in order to comply with SGMA 
requirements
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County of SLO

City of SLO SLO Basin GSA 
Joint Powers 

Authority

Stakeholder
Advisory 

Committee

3 Mutual Water 
Cos.

Supplemental 
Agreements

PUC Regulated 
Water Corp.

Technical
Advisory 

Committee
GSA Staff

JPA

San Luis Obispo Valley Basin
GSA Deadline: 6/30/2017
GSP Deadline: 1/31/2022
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County of Santa 
Barbara

County of SLO

Cuyama GSA 
Joint Powers 

Authority

Stakeholder
Advisory 

Committee
GSA Staff

JPA

County of 
Ventura

County of Kern

Cuyama CSD

Cuyama Water 
District

Cuyama Valley Basin
GSA Deadline: 6/30/2017
GSP Deadline: 1/31/2020
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(Salinas Valley) Paso Robles Subbasin
GSA Deadline: 6/30/2017
GSP Deadline: 1/31/2020

Paso Basin 
Coordination 
Committee 

(MOA)

City of Paso 
GSA

San Miguel 
CSD GSA

Heritage Ra. 
CSD GSA
Shandon 

SJWD GSA

EPCWD GSA

Co. of SLO 
GSA

Each formed by 
Resolution

MOA

Sal Val GSA?

Stakeholder
Advisory 

Committee

Coordination 
(e.g. Salinas 

Valley, 
Atascadero)

Staff of 
each GSA
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Atascadero 
MWC

Templeton 
CSD

City of Paso

Other
Parties

County of 
SLO

Executive 
Committee -
Atascadero 

GSA

MOA

City of 
Atascadero

Coordination 
with Paso 

Subbasin GSAs/ 
MOA

Atascadero Sub Basin
GSA Deadline: 6/30/2017
GSP Deadline: 1/31/2022*
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Los Osos CSD

County of SLO

County of SLO as 
GSA (Resolution)

Stakeholder
Advisory 

Committee
Golden State 

Water Co.

S&T Mutual
Water Co.

Los Osos BMC 
(per court order)

Los Osos Valley Basin
GSA Deadline: 6/30/2017
GSP Deadline: 1/31/2020
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Questions ?
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Well Data & Request:

• Water Quality Sampling

• Groundwater Measurements 

Levels

• Well logs

• Pumping test records (e.g., 

electrical efficiency tests, real 

estate transaction test, formal 

test or initial tests by the driller)
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Next Steps:

March 14, 2017 - City of Arroyo Grande Council Meeting

May 2, 2017 - County of San Luis Obispo - Public hearing on 
GSA formation

Mid-May, 2017 - Begin basin characterization

May - County of Santa Barbara - Public hearing on GSA 
formation

Early 2018 – Potential boundary modification request

Continuing conversations - advisory committee 
membership and issues
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Fast approaching deadline (June 30, 2017)

We need your help and involvement

What is the Bottom Line Message ?



COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO www.slocounty.ca.gov23

Thank You

County’s SGMA website http://slocountywater.org/sgma and sign up with our emailing list for

the SantaMaria Basin.

SLO County Contact for Santa 

Maria Basin Fringe Areas :

Dick Tzou

781.4473

dtzou@co.slo.ca.us

http://slocountywater.org/sgma

