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A little reminder of why we are 
working so hard to get a District.



1. Do nothing and get a State mandated plan

Why are we concerned about the State?
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What are our Options?

Someone is going to act!
State Water Resources Control Board

 SLO County Board of Supervisors

 The Courts through Adjudication

 A local groundwater management 
District

PRAAGS & PRO Water Equity



PRAAGS & PRO Water Equity

“When a basin is at risk of permanent damage, and local
and regional entities have not made sufficient progress to
correct the problem, the state should protect the basin and
its users until an adequate local program is in place.”
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“SACRAMENTO — The nearly $107 billion spending plan proposed by Gov. Jerry
Brown on Jan. 9 includes $7.8 million for groundwater management and could
lead to restrictions on pumping from wells, officials say.

The plan includes 10 employees of the State Water Resources Control Board who
would “act as a backstop when local or regional agencies are unable or unwilling
to sustainably manage groundwater basins,” the governor’s budget summary
explains.”



2. Do nothing and get a County mandated plan

Choices for the North County
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3. Pursue legal remedies via current or new lawsuits

Choices for the North County
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A judge from somewhere in the State will . . .

 Determine the nature & extent of your water right
 Tell you how much water you are allotted
 Appoint a “Water Master” to administer the Basin

And you will: 

 Spend millions of dollars in attorney fees
 Wait for years, maybe even a decade to get a decision
 Have no more water available than you did when it started

Adjudication
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4. Create a locally controlled management structure 
to balance supply and demand in the basin

Choices for the North County
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A locally managed governance structure to 
oversee the affairs of the basin 

Proven method for decades in California

Allow residents and landowners to pursue their 
common interests

Water District
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PRAAGS and Pro Water Equity 
agreed to a governance structure for 
the proposed Paso Robles 
Groundwater Basin that provides 
representation to landowners of all 
sizes, including agriculturists and 
rural residents.

Agreement
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The Agreement

o Directors elected “At Large” by Registered Voters

o Directors elected by Land Owners

o All Directors have the same powers
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9 member Board of Directors

Two Categories of Directors



Directors “At Large”

o 3 Directors elected “At Large” by registered voters 
within the proposed District

o Vote will be one vote per registered voter
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Directors – Landowners

o 6 Directors elected according to Land Ownership

o Vote will be based on acres owned

o Landowners will be split into 1 of 3 classes

o Each Class will elect 2 directors
 Small – Landowners of less than 40 acres

 Medium – Landowners of 40  and less than 400 acres

 Large – Landowners of 400+ acres
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Who is in which category?  *
People Acres

0 to 39 acres: 4,272 32,992

40 to 399 acres 618 72,921

400 + acres 92 184,814

* To be adjusted slightly when the new map is completed.



Eligibility
To vote:

oRegistered Voters – All registered voters registered within 
the boundaries of the Water District will cast votes on a 
basis of one vote per registered voter.

oLandowner Voters – Any person or entity owning land 
within the boundaries of the Water District are eligible to 
vote.  Votes shall be cast by one of the owners of the 
deed, a current trustee if the land is owned by a trust or a 
designated officer if the land is owned by a corporation.
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Eligibility  (continued) 

To run as a Director of the District:

oThe directors must be landowners within the district and 
must live within the district boundaries or within two 
miles of those boundaries or within the City of Paso 
Robles or the service areas of the Atascadero Mutual 
Water Company, Templeton CSD, San Miguel CSD or 
Shandon CSA-16

oEach director position will have a separate slate of 
candidates 
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The voting structure will be used for all future 
elections of the Board of Directors

The formation vote will be conducted per Water 
Code with landowners voting based on acreage

The proposed district would have the ability to 
enact enhanced AB 3030 powers (Water Code 
Sections 10750-10755.4)

The intent of the district will be to manage and 
balance the basin

The Agreement 
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What can a water district do 
for the basin?
It can: 

◦ Contract for water

◦ Build distribution systems

◦ Carry out engineering and technical reports

◦ Sell bonds for projects (with voter approval) 

◦ Work with local, state and federal agencies (seat at the table!)

◦ Enact conservation measures

◦ Establish public education programs (residential and agricultural) 

◦ Assess landowners according to zones of benefit (Prop. 218)
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No export from basin
It has never been suggested, nor is it logical, to sell 
local water to other regions when it is so 
desperately needed here.  

However, to ease the recently expressed public 
concern, language has been added to the petition:

◦ The District shall not export water from the Paso Robles 
Groundwater Basin.



What is Prop. 218

Proposition 218 is written in to the California Constitution. 

It says:
◦ Before an assessment can be levied, there will be a vote of 

the affected property owners. Votes are weighted in 
proportion to the amount of assessments the property 
owner would pay. 

◦ Those who derive the most benefit pay the most. 



Moving Forward
New, revised petition will be refiled in coming weeks for two 
reasons:
oDistrict lines have been slightly revised based on PRAAGS/PRO Water 

negotiations

oWording in the LAFCO petition has been modified to match the 
language in Special Legislation 

PRAAGS and PRO Water are jointly working on the initial 
funding plan for the district with the assistance of the Flood 
Control and Water Conservation District staff
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Moving Forward
Special legislation is required because of the unique 
governance structure

We will seek support through the county’s legislative 
platform

Development of the district will still require working with 
SLO County LAFCO and special legislation
The LAFCO process will offer additional opportunities for the 
public to weigh in

A petition will be circulated to obtain signatures for holding 
an election to form the Paso Robles Basin Water District
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If the petition is approved, we 
then vote three times:
1.  Vote for or against the formation of the district

This would be one vote/acre

2.  Vote for directors of the district

This would be according to the PRAAGS-PWE agreement

You may vote as a registered voter and as a landowner

3.  Vote for funding the operations of the District

This would cost approximately $60/residence up to 4 acres

Irrigated land would pay about $15/acre

Dry land would pay about $.50/acre



QUESTIONS or COMMENTS?

Learn More At:

PRAAGS.ORG

PROWATEREQUITY.ORG
PRAAGS & PRO Water Equity Feb. 5, 2014


