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What We Do

Our mission is to serve the public’'s interests with a cooperative spirit. We are responsible for insuring equity in
the marketplace, promoting and protecting agriculture, environmental quality and the health and welfare of San
Luis Obispo County’s citizens. We fulfill our mission through the following program areas.

Environmental Prorection

We protect the public’s health and safety with a
comprehensive pesticide requlatory program. This is
accomplished through user education, sampling
produce for pesticide residue, monitoring pesticide
use (with emphasis on environmental and worker
safety), auditing record keeping, and enforcement.

The compliance rate within the agriculture industry of

San Luis Obispo County is high. Restricted pesticide
use Is strictly controlled by permit. All pesticide use
on agricultural commeodities is reported. Agricultural
hazardous materials storage areas are also registered
with our office.

1996 Achievements

* Monitored 12,091 pesticide application
requirements

« Confirmed a compliance rate for agricultural and
structural pesticide applicators ol 99%

+ Monitored 5,130 pesticide records requirements

« Conlirmed a pesticide records compliance rate of
97 %

= Issued 1,429 pesticide permits and operator
identification numbers

« Completed 46 Agricultural Civil Penalty cases and
| Structural Civil Fenalty case

» Conducted 10 industry and general public
education workshops

Producr Qualiry

Inspections ol produce, eqqs, honey and nursery
products, help
to assure that
the highest
quality product
Is available to
consumers.
Certifled farm-
ers’ markets
have become
an important

Pest Management

Weed and verterbrate pest control on public and
private lands was coordinated by the department,
Moxious weeds were controlled on both county and
state road right-of-ways. We assisted land owners in
controlling damaging rodent pests. In response to
the arrival of Africanized Honey Bees into Riverside
and Imperial Countiles, we continued to keep resi-
dents of San Luis Obispo County informed about
safety precautions and ways to protect public
health, property, pets and livestock,

1996 Achievements:

* Formed the “IFM Innovators Workgroup” to
develop IPM projects

« Presented the Alricanized Honey Bee Safety
Program to 600 county residents

» Sponsored the "Yellow Starthistle Management
Conference” which gave 120 county residents
up-to-date IPM information for controlling this
fast-spreading noxious weed

marketing outlet for local agriculture. We work coop-
eratively with farmers’ markels to ensure an equitable
marketplace for sale of products directly to consum-

ers.

1996 Achievements
* Performed 2,852 lettuce harvest inspections
- Inspected 68 wholesale nurseries
« Certified 13 certified farmers’ markets
« Certified 181 producers for direct marketing

San Luis Obispo Counry Deparrment of Agriculture



Pest Prevention

Qur agaressive pest prevention program begins with
inspections of incoming plant material at post offices,
shipping companies, and nurseries. Protection of
local agriculture and the environment continues with
an extensive Fest Detection Program including the
placement of as many as 27 insect traps per square
mile in our urban areas. These efforts provide for the
early detection and eradication of exotic pests. In
addition to preventing the establishment of exotic
pests locally, we also inspect and certify shipments of
plant material and fresh produce sent to other parts
of the world. This certification process prevents the
spread of pests on a global level,

Qutreach and education of the general public is
another important facet of pesl prevention. Inspec-
tion stalf often give presentations to elementary
school children and interested groups. In 1996 our
Mid State Fair display
featured the Insect
Detection Trapping
Program, which gave
the general public
exotic pest informa-
tion.

1996 Achievements

* Inspected Incoming shipments of plants at
1.998 locations

» Intercepeted 35 destructive exotic pests
- Serviced 17,862 detection insect traps
« Certified 2,081 shipments of plant material for

Weights and Measures

The 5an Luis Obispo County staff continues to ac-
tively protect each and every customer by inspecting
and velfying ltems for sale for accurate weight or
measure.

1996 Achievements

 Expanded grocery
store barcode
scanner
inspections
program to include
scanners in
department and
discount stores

* Conducted 3,664 inspections on weighing and
measuring devices used to charge for products

« Inspected 8,602 packaged goods at random to
assure accuracy in labeling

« Verified 16 public vehicle scales used for local
commerce

- Inspected 144 gasoline and oil samples

= Implemented new laws and test procedures for
better consumer and business protection

« Hosted the largest Western Weights & Measures
Conference in recent memory, with representa-
tives from 11 of the 13 Western States including
the Chiefl of the Office of Weights & Measures
MNational Institute of Standards and Technology ir
attendance

T g Tl
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Sustainable Agriculture and
Infegrated Pest Management

Our traditional pest management and
biological control programs have refo-
cused towards an Integrated Pest Manage-
ment (IPM}y based approach. The [FM
approach to pest control incorporates the
use of all known preventative and sus-
tainable management practices with the goals of minimizing the polential risks
involved in the use of pesticides and the reduction of pest problems in an eco-
nomical and environmentally sensitive manner.

During 1996, we created an “IPM Innovator Workgroup” for public agency land
managers. Through grant support from the California Department of Pesticlde
Requlation, the workgroup shared pest management information and resources,
and developed creative ways to implement management techniques that have
resulted in a reduction of pesticide usage. The ultimate goal of the workgroup is
to test and evaluate IPM techniques on public lands as “showcase sites.” The
e : information gathered will be shared with private landowners and managers.

Current IPM projects Include imed mowing and grazing, mulch coverage, and hand removal for weed control,

We continue to evaluate biological controls of insect and weed pests by monitoring release sites where popula-
tions of beneficial insects have been established.

The use of IPM techniques ta enhance the sustainability of agriculture within San Luis Obispo County will
remain our focus in the future.

Deparrmental Goals For 1997/

In 1997, we will continue to look for opportuni- Facilities improvements scheduled for 1997

ties to support our growing customer base. include:

Important upcoming programs include:

» Expanding portions of the Land Use Planning » Remaodeling the main office in San Luls Obispo to
Program to conserve agricultural resources address staff overcrowding and to provide

more effective customer service

» Office improvements in San Luis
Obispo to centralize office
automation, compuler and

« Integrated Pest Management (IPM)
efforts to reduce pesticide risk for
agriculture and urban applica-
tions

: Development of a program to /7 o P PEs N mapping functions to provide
help customers understand and a more productive work

comply with changing rules and W et " S anent

requlations

- Agriculturally-related water
quality programs to reduce top
s0il erosion and keep chemical
applications to soil and plants
from contaminating water

» Addressing new waste man-
agement programs such as use of
treated sewage sludge (blosolids) as
a fertilizer

+ Completion of a computer
network linking the three
offices to improve office
automalion

Page &. San Luls Obispo County Department of Agriculiure
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Animal Industry

Cattle and calve producers experienced another year of decreased value
with a decline of nearly $3,000,000. Price increases for sheep and
lambs continued along with advances in the value for hogs and honey.

COMMODITY YEAR NO. OF HEAD PRODUCTION UINIT VALUE PER UNIT TOTAL
Cartle and Calves 1994 35,000 232,000 Cwr 56.00 $19,712,000
1995 58, DEH:I 359 600 er t:? DD $22,295,000

I’ Nrlal 1 ?"ﬁ fﬂﬂ
Eﬁﬂj

“F'.-’E-,DCID‘

217,000

WEE g i__: 1413.3 P OER00

A e SREIL 1?; {2_:-’5.;% % ?ﬁ?rﬂm

101,50 1,062,000

78.01 F72.000

AR e ng

3,862 000

1,796,000

SIS © 326,013,000

S Skides 000

200 870
329,082

L""‘F‘F'rﬂ' G Larnbe
*Miscellaneous

CTOTAL Sy
© Anlmigl Indys_;r;,r :

*Eggs. Poulfry, Goars, Game Birds, Bee Wax, Pollen, Polfinarion, Aquaculture
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Fruir & Nur Crops

Fruit and nut crops increased sharply for a second consecutive year,
up nearly $20,000,000 from the 1995 record production. Wine grapes
again led the way with substantial increases in value for locally
produced varietal wine grapes. Avocados rebounded to record levels
with both excellent production and a good price for the Hass variety.

ACREAGE PRODUCTION WalLUE
CROP YEAR DEARING ACREAGE PER ACRE TQTAL UNIT PER UNA TOTAL

Aivoondos { Hase) 1906 877 5220 4,578 Ton  2.045.00 9,362,000
1905 B&A 3.330 Z.890 Ton 1, 738,00 5.024.000

Grapes (Al 1996 9,905 50,975 Ton B 54,620,000
1995 9,380 47,604 Ton 40,719,000

Sauvignon Dlanc 1996 &10 5.890 3,593 Ton 764.00 2,745,000
1965 537 7.560 4816 Ton 662.00 3.284.00

Cobermer Souvignon. 1994 2,940 5.180 15229  Ton 102000 15,534,000
1995 2,601 5,660 14,722 Ton 866.00 12,749,000

Zinfandel 1994 1,233 6.680 8.236 Ton 63500  5.230.000
1695 1,200 7.390 8868 Tor 555.00 4,922 000

All Other 1996
1905 1,030 5170 5.325 T 747.00 3,818,000

Pistachios 1996 190 0.380 46 Ton  3.300.00 150,000
1995 120 0.420 50 Ten 2.800.00 141.000

Valencia Oranges 1996 272 16,000 4052 < on 225.00 979,000

“Miscellaneous | 1 . 2.300.00 -¢,¢DD.DEIEII

*Almonds, Apricor, Asion Pear, Dlock Walnur, Bushbery, Chery. Fejjoa, Fig. Grapefuir, Homed Melons, Kiwl, Lime, Nave! Orange,

Nectarine, Passion Frult, Peach, Pear, Persimmon, Pormegranare. Plum, Table Grape, Pepino, Tongelo
“*Nevised

19396 Annual Reporr Page 11.




Vegetable Crops

MNearly all vegetable crops dropped in value in
19986, resulting in an overall decline of nearly
10%. Broccoli was the number one vegetable
crop, although its value dropped by more than
$6,000,000. Edible pod peas jumped
substantially in value with improved yields and
price compared with 1995,
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*Anlse, Amichokes, Doby Vegerables, Drussef Sprours, Carrors, Cilantra, Chili Peppers, Cucuimber, Endive; Escarole, Garlic, Herbs,
Kole, Leek, Mushrooms, Onions, Parsiey, Parsnips, Poraroes, Pumpkins, Radishes, Sweet Com, Tomatillos, Watermelon
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Nursery Srock

Nursery products reached a record level for the tenth straight year increasing approximately
$6,000,000 over the 1995 revised value. All of the major categories advanced in value with
cul flowers leading the way, increasing in value by $3,000,000.

FIELD GREENHOUSE
CROP YEAR PRODUCTION PRODUCTION Wik LLIE
{ ocres) (sq fr)
Cur Flowers (Field) 1994 761 49,641,000
1995 330 $8,271.000

Fruit & Nur Trees 1996 (oY 355,948 3,981,000
QOutdoor Omarmentals 19Q5% a5 311,920 1.819.000

Fruit & Nur Trees 1995 46 Q0,000 1.856,000

Indoor Decoratives 1996 N/A 1.670.947 12,200,000
1995+ MN/A 1,383,233 11.453.000

*Miscelloneous 1994 4 30,000 110,000
1995 4 220,530 208,000

', Spedialry plants, Cocti, Succulents, Propogative plonrs
**Revised

Seed Crops

The value for individual seed crops generally increased
compared with 1995. Decreased acreage resulted in a
slight reduction in the overall value of seed crops.

PLANTED HARVESTED
CROP YEAR ACREAGE ACREAGE VALLIE

Oats 1996 430 430 145,000

1995 674 580 20,000
*Miscelloneous 19946 420 420 600,000
1995 370 a70 175,000

*Dry bean, Flower seeds, Vegerable, Whear
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Field Crops

Barley and wheat prices were at near record levels with acreage climbing from the previous
year. Generally, growing conditions were favorable for most dryland crops. Above average
rainfall for grass production led to an increase in the value for rangeland.
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Financial Report

Fiscal Year 1995 - 1994 AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES  Srare Funds $84 120 39%
IR e I . Torol funding County Funds  $124913  56%
Genaral Funds 2% £781 200 §214 4809 Collecred Fees 5 454 J%
Siate Furds 45% $1.005.0064 MEASUREMENT STANDARDS Srote Funds $13.200 5%

Toral Funding: Counry Funds $137.548 61%
Collecrad Fees 12% $2G2 748 224 247 Collecred Fees $§73.504 A%
e 1% $261 646 ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Stare Funds $523.604 59%
Total Funding: Counry Funds $325,507 37%
NS AR s R b888.800 Collected Fees $39.725 &
Solaries & Benefirs 75% 1,811,164 PEST MANAGEMENT Stare Funds §101.657  34%
Toral Funding: County Funds $151.298 50%
Service & Supphes 12% 5281192 §301,100 Collected Fees  §48.144  16%
Overheod 11% 5261,646 PRODUCT QUALITY State Funds $53.110 28%
Total Funding: County Funds $71.525 37%
Equipment 4% 574,607 $192.939 Collecred Fees  §568.304  35%
PEST PREVENTION State Funds 5270.612 45%
Total Funding County Funds $232 064 8%
54606902 Collecred Fees $104 227 17%
Funding Sources
b 400, 000
§ 500,000
$400.000
$200.000
5200, 000
5100, 000
50
AGRICULTURAL MEASUREMENT ENVIRONMENTAL PEST PRODUCT PEST
RESOURCES STANDARDS PROTECTION MANAGEMENT QUALITY PREVENTION
$214 489 $224,342 $888.836 $2301.100 2192 939 $606.903
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