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Network

• 20 weather stations in SLO County ag areas
– Currently have 18 installed

• Public data on the web
• Data updated every 15 minutes
• Hardware originally from NOAA

– 2013-2019 Sonoma/Mendocino weather project

• Supported by County funds, future grants?
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“Inversion” = Temp at 30’ – Temp at 5’
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Polar vortex
CNN weather

Temperature data for 5’ and 35’ 
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Value for water management

• Regional rainfall
• Reference evapotranspiration* (ETo)

* But without “reference” conditions of a large well-watered 
grass surface
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CIMIS station for Paso Robles?

• CA Dept of Water Resources network for 
measuring accurate Reference 
Evapotranspiration (CIMIS)

• Critical input in our satellite-based crop water 
use predictions

• I have the hardware for this additional station 
somewhere in Paso Robles….but need a large 
flat expanse of well-watered grass
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Going forward

• Similar network planned for SB County
• Intent is for these stations to be permanent

– Demonstrate value & usefulness
– Arrange perennial local support funding
– Require maintenance, data service, web hosting
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