


















































































In‐Basin Subcommittee 
of 

Paso Robles Basin Advisory Committee 
Meeting of April 2, 2015 

 
DRAFT 

Meeting Minutes 
 
 
In‐Basin Projects Subcommittee of the Paso Robles Basin Advisory Committee: 
 
In attendance:  Larry Werner, Sue Luft, Greg Grewal, Ed Redig, Claudia Engel and representing the City of 
SLO John Ashbaugh and Noah Evans.  From the public:  William Frost (BAC member). 
 
The minutes of the March 5, 2015 meeting were unanimously approved. 
 
Larry had distributed a memo dated July 2013 which considered the feasibility of a water supply to the 
Jardine area by the City of Paso Robles.  Some key points from this memo were as follows. 
 

 Jardine area has approximately 500 single family residential lots of 1‐2 acres each. 

 Domestic and irrigation demand would be on the order of 300 AFY. 

 Fire service was not addressed. 

 Cost of facilities, excluding water cost, was estimated at $8400 per parcel (or $50‐60 per 
month, if financed over 20 years). 

 
The following opportunities and challenges with this potential project were identified. 
 

 How many people in the area would support this project, particularly if they have drilled a new 
well recently? 

 A legal entity needs to be formed first (water district zone of benefit, CSD, FCD CSA) or the area 
could be annexed to the City of Paso Robles. 

 Annexation would involve a General Plan Amendment by the City, addition to the Sphere of 
Influence, and LAFCO annexation approval. 

 An outside user agreement would be needed to obtain water service from the City if not 
annexed, which may need a General Plan Amendment.   

 If water provided by water district, negotiations might be directly with the Nacimiento Pipeline 
Commission or with the City. 

 Nacimiento Pipeline Partners would need to agree to release remaining allocations. 

 Water quality would probably be better than water currently used by residents. 

 Grants might be available, although many require cost sharing (Prop. 1 is a 50% match) and are 
reimbursable after project completed (maybe 6 months or greater). 

 The cost‐effectiveness of this project needs to be compared to other projects that help balance 
the basin, since that is a key goal. 

 This project can be considered in a suite of projects that would provide water (Nacimiento 
and/or recycled water) along the Highway 46 East corridor. 
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 The temporary nature of Nacimiento water (to be used for future growth of the City) may need 
to be considered if the area is not annexed into the City. 

 
The subcommittee agreed that providing water supply to the Jardine area should be considered as part 
of a corridor‐wide solution, reviewed in concert with other in‐lieu supply options to reduce groundwater 
pumping and help balance the basin. 
 
Larry will invite Christine Halley to our next meeting to discuss this potential project further.  He will also 
talk with City officials and Supervisor Mecham to determine the level of interest for this project.   
 
Many steps are needed before this project could move forward. 
 
The Technical Memo for Recycled Water was discussed.  The Supplemental Water Supply Options 
Subcommittee is the lead on reviewing this study.  Comments should be provided to that committee on 
or before their meeting of April 9th at 11:00 a.m.  Items that were brought up by the subcommittee 
members included the following. 
 

 Moving the City of Paso’s wastewater from the river discharge to locations to the east may help 
the “cone of depression”; however, do not help the overall basin balance. 

 Blending with Nacimiento water is necessary to dilute salts for irrigation use.  Since many 
vineyards east of Paso are currently experiencing salt buildup, water quality is a concern.  The 
temporary nature of Nacimiento water is an issue.  Also, the recycled water will be produced 
continually, whereas, irrigation varies dependent on the season and rainfall. 

 The use of recycled water should be considered as one of the basin solutions. 
 
Consolidation of subcommittee was discussed.  The subcommittee voted unanimously to stay as an 
independent subcommittee. 
 
Future meeting topics will include further discussion of the potential Jardine water supply project and 
other projects along the corridor.  Also, the subcommittee should review the Huer Huero to determine 
locations where property owners might be willing to consider recharge projects and where percolation 
studies might be warranted.  
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PASO ROBLES GROUNDWATER BASIN ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MANAGEMENT SUBCOMMITTEE 
PASO ROBLES CITY SAFETY CENTER 

April 6, 2015 
MEETING NOTES 

1. Introductions and Members Present:   

Subcommittee members present –Sue Luft, Sue Harvey, Bob Brown, William Frost, Christine Halley, 
Paul Clark 

County/LAFCO staff present – Carolyn Berg, David Church 

Others present –Claudia Engel, Gwen Pelfrey, Laurie Gage, Greg Grewal, Ted Gilbert, Serena 
Freidman. 

2. Approve March Management Subcommittee Notes:  Subcommittee Member Brown moved to 
approve March 2, 2015, meeting notes; seconded by Member Harvey; passed unanimously. 

3. Water District Formation:   

a. Application Update – Carolyn Berg reports that application will be considered by the SLO 
County Board of Supervisors on April 21st.  Meanwhile, Public Works Dept staff are 
attending a series of community meetings and have an interactive GIS map posted at 
http://www.pasobasin.org to determine whether specific parcels are included in the 
proposed Water District.  

b. Water District Powers – AB 2453 enumerates potential powers such as requiring conservation 
practices and acquiring supplemental water.  The Water District could apply for the full range of 
powers, or hold some back as “latent powers” for later consideration.  Motion by Member Luft 
to recommend to the Basin Advisory Committee that the Water District application seek all 
powers allowed by State Law and AB 2453 such that the full range of water management tools is 
available to it.  Seconded by Member Brown.  Passed unanimously. 

c. Defining Basin Boundary and GSAs –Basinwide coordination to define GSAs, including the 
acreage that extends into Monterey County and Camp Roberts, has yet to take place. 

4. Basin Management Activities:   

a. Atascadero Subbasin – Atascadero MWC is proceeding with the “subbasin” groundwater 
sustainability plan. 

b. Proposition 1 Bond Funds – Guidelines for applications for funding for regional 
groundwater management programs may be available starting 2016.  See 
http://www.water.ca.gov/irwm/grants/prop1index.cfm for updated information.  This is 
a 50% matching fund program. 

5. Actions to Sustain Supplies: 

a. Monterey County Update – None provided. 
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b. City of Paso Robles Update – Christine Halley reported that in addition to ongoing efforts 
toward recycled water, the City is pursuing “fully subscribing” the Nacimiento Water Project.  
That involves distributing the 6,095 AFY of Reserve Water among Participants.  The arrangement 
under consideration would increase Paso Robles’ entitlement from 4,000 to 5,989 AFY.  City of 
SLO, Atascadero MWC, and Templeton CSD would see proportional increases in entitlement.1  
SLO County would secure 1,294 AFY of entitlement, too.   

Additional entitlement would support the City’s adopted General Plan and that includes 
properties zoned for hotel and other commercial development. 

c. San Luis Obispo County Update– Carolyn Berg reported that the Nacimiento delivery system is 
scheduled to be back into service this week after a 10 month service interruption.  The CEQA 
determination and draft ordinance language associated with the SLO County water offset 
program is available for public comment.   

On April 14th, SLO County Board of Supervisors will reconsider regulations on export of 
groundwater.  Member Brown reviewed a set of frequently asked questions on this topic and 
Member Harvey offered edits to that document.  Others are invited to submit commentary to 
Bob Brown in time for the May 4th Management Subcommittee agenda packet.  

6. Recommendations to the Main Basin Advisory Committee: 

a. Water District Powers – Recommend to the Basin Advisory Committee that the Water District 
application seek all powers allowed by State Law and AB 2453 such that the full range of water 
management tools is available to it. 

7. Future Subcommittee Topics:   

a. Basinwide coordination to define GSAs is top issue. 

b. Member Luft pointed to the need to determine how private well metering would be 
approached.  Metering usage is likely to play a part in water management and measuring 
success in water conservation.  It was suggested that the Management Subcommittee might 
take up this topic.  Discussion ensued about timing, role of the subcommittee, etc. such that the 
matter was tabled indefinitely. 

Meeting adjourned approximately 11:05 am following a unanimous vote to extend the meeting past 
11:00 am.  Next meeting of the Management Subcommittee is scheduled for Monday May 4, 2015, at 
9:00 am at Paso Robles City Council Chambers located at 1000 Spring Street. 

Notes prepared by C. Halley 

                                                            
1 Participants are now carrying the majority of costs associated with Reserve Water; fully subscribing would align 
entitlement share with community costs. 
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April 16, 2015 
 
 
 
Chairperson Debbie Arnold 
San Luis Obispo County Board of Supervisors 
County Government Center 
1055 Monterey St., D430 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93408 
 
 
Subject:  MCWRA Interlake Tunnel Project 
 
 
Dear Chairperson Arnold and Members of the Board of Supervisors: 
 
 
The Paso Robles Groundwater Basin Advisory Committee is concerned the proposed Monterey 
County Water Resources Agency (MCWRA) Interlake Tunnel project connecting the 
Nacimiento Reservoir with the San Antonio Reservoir could impact the reliability of San Luis 
Obispo County’s water entitlement.  We hereby request and advise that a review of this project 
by San Luis Obispo County regarding the impacts and opportunities it could have on all San Luis 
Obispo County Nacimiento water project participants be undertaken. 

The proposed Interlake Tunnel project consists of a 12,000 foot long, 10 foot diameter, gravity 
flow tunnel from the Nacimiento Reservoir to San Antonio Reservoir with spillway 
modifications at San Antonio to increase water storage.  The Interlake Tunnel is reported to be 
designed to divert water from the Nacimiento Reservoir to San Antonio Reservoir that would 
have otherwise been spilled at Nacimiento Dam during high rainfall years.  The Nacimiento 
River basin produces nearly three times the average annual flow compared to the San Antonio 
River basin, therefore, capturing high Nacimiento River flows and diverting those flows to San 
Antonio Reservoir increases the overall storage capacity of the reservoir system.   

We believe the idea behind the Interlake Tunnel is good as it could save water that would spill 
over the Nacimiento Dam and flow to the ocean during high rain years and send it to San 
Antonio which historically has capacity for additional water because of its less productive 
watershed.  However, the Interlake Tunnel will provide MCWRA a mechanism to transfer 
Nacimiento water potentially on an annual basis to San Antonio regardless of rainfall, thus 
reducing water storage in Nacimiento, due to the elevation of the inlet to the tunnel.  Our primary 
concerns with the project is the actual operation of the tunnel, how it will be used, how much 
water will actually be transferred from Nacimiento to San Antonio, and under what 
circumstances.   

The Paso Robles Groundwater Basin Advisory Committee believes that that San Luis Obispo 
County should request MCWRA provide a plan that details how the Interlake Tunnel project will 
be operated with assurance it will not reduce the reliability of our County’s annual Nacimiento 
water rights.  The plan should address issues including at what reservoir water elevation/inflow 
rates the tunnel will be operated and how flows from San Antonio will be managed to reduce the 
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outflows from the Nacimiento Dam.  In addition to requesting this operations plan, we advise 
San Luis Obispo County to independently review the proposed project and analyze the potential 
impacts to the reliability of our water supply. 

Additionally, the Paso Robles Groundwater Basin Advisory Committee believes that MCWRA’s 
pursuit of the Interlake Tunnel project may provide an opportunity for San Luis Obispo County 
to expand or improve its water rights which could benefit all of the Nacimiento water project 
participants.  Improvements that could be explored include the ability to have “carry-over” 
storage in the reservoir, or an increase in our annual allocation of 17,500 acre-feet.  We urge San 
Luis Obispo County to explore these options, and engage in discussion with MCWRA about 
these opportunities.  We believe that any reduction in the reliability of our water allocation due 
to this project should be offset.  Furthermore, there may be willingness on the part of the 
Nacimiento water project participants to support or participate in some way to the proposed 
Interlake Tunnel Project in some way if new benefits to those participants are made available.  

Finally, the Paso Robles Groundwater Basin Advisory Committee requests regular updates from 
San Luis Obispo County as it relates to the Interlake Project, including actions taken relative to 
the recommendations above and positions taken on the proposed project. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Sue Luft 
Chairperson 
Paso Robles Groundwater Basin Advisory Committee 
 
 
cc: Wade Horton, San Luis Obispo County Public Works Director 
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Supplemental Water Subcommittee 
Meeting Notes 

March 27, 2015 
Present: Jeff Briltz, Subcommittee Chair; John D’Ornellas, HRCSD; 

Courtney Howard, SLO Co PWD; Dana Merrill, PRAAGS; Maria 
Lorca and George Tracy, Rural Residents; Christine Halley, Paso 
Robles Water Resource Consultant (via phone); Gwen Pelfrey, 
Michael Baugh, Claudia Engel, and Bill Frost.  Late arrivals: Sue 
Harvey and Anthony Kalvans. 

 
 

 Item 1 – Interlake Tunnel Project:  Jeff Briltz voiced concerns about impact on 
reliability, urging SLO County to assess the impact of the proposed 10 foot 
diameter interlake tunnel.  John D’Ornellas shared his experience dealing with 
MCWRA and an observed pattern of lack of operational information.  Dana Merrill 
hears that Monterey coastal cities want a share in the project, urging SLO County 
to step forth and get more entitlement and/or carryover storage.  Christine Halley 
applauds Monterey’s efforts to supplement supplies, but shares concern about 
operational impacts.  She urges SLO County to independently assess impact of 
the proposed tunnel and to outline an operational mode whereby SLO’s reliability 
would be kept whole or improved. 
 
Subcommittee’s recommendation:  SLO County to assess the impact of 
proposed tunnel operations on both reliability and lake level, while concurrently 
asking for MCWRA’s assessment of the same.  Express an interest in securing 
more entitlement/carryover storage for SLO County. 
 

 Item 2 – Jardine Community Water System:  Group reiterated the possibility of 
organizing Jardine as a community water system, with a treatment/wheeling 
arrangement with City of Paso Robles.  No path forward to propose such an 
arrangement to residents was offered.  In-Basis Solutions Subcommittee is 
reported to be studying this issue. 

 
 Item 3 – Paso Robles Recycled Water Update:  Christine Halley reported on 

status and the City’s consideration of a recycled water delivery system to City 
users as well as potential irrigators outside the City.  Group asked questions 
about Naci blending, blending for salts concentration, and other aspects of the 
City’s master plan.  Paso Robles would consider proceeding with a recycled 
water program absent the Water District formation and absent SLO County’s 
financial participation.  In Halley’s opinion, recycle water is a front-runner in 
supplemental water options for the North County. 
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 Item 4 – Tech Memo #4 Recycled Water Potential:  SLO County distributed a 
review draft one day prior to the meeting, so the subcommittee did not have the 
chance to review.  Jeff Briltz invites comments which he will forward to committee 
members.  Subcommittee will next meet on April 9th to discuss. 

 
 Item 5 – Combining Management and Supplemental Water Subcommittees – No 

support for this concept. 
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Supplemental Water Subcommittee 
Meeting Notes 

April 9, 2015 
Present: Jeff Briltz, Subcommittee Chair; Dana Merrill, George Tracy, Sue 

Luft; Greg Grewal; Gwen Pelfrey, and Michael Baugh. 
 
 

 Item 1 – Tech Memo #4 Recycled Water Potential:  The subcommittee discussed 
the Draft Tech Memo in detail and proposed serval changes to the document 
before it becomes final.  Chair Jeff Briltz will communicate those proposed 
changes to Courtney Howard. 

 
 The next Subcommittee Meeting is scheduled for Friday, May 15th at 10 am, 

pending the release of the Draft Nacimiento Tech Memo.  Jeff Briltz will also try 
to line up a presentation on the Salts and Nutrients study as it relates to the 
Recycled Water plan. 
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TO:  Paso Basin Advisory Committee 
 
FROM: Courtney Howard, Water Resources Engineer 
 
DATE:  April 16, 2015 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item # 7: Suggested Future Agenda Items 
 
The following list was developed to help members of the PBAC, the public, and County staff 
track requests for future PBAC agenda items. This list contains some of the potential items that 
have been requested by PBAC members, by the public, or by County staff. Near-Term Items 
are expected to come to the PBAC within several months, whereas Long-Term Items are 
expected to take longer. Items under the heading of “Ongoing Updates” reflect ongoing 
efforts/programs that staff or others would provide updates on as appropriate. 
 
Near-Term Items 

 Potential new uses of Lake Nacimiento water in the Basin 
 Potential for development of catchment basins for storm water 
 Proposition 1 opportunities 
 Percolation areas in the groundwater basin 
 Basin hydrogeology overview 

 
Long-Term Items 

 Development of recommendations for a more robust monitoring and reporting program  
 

Ongoing Updates (as needed) 
 Reservoir Conditions 
 Nacimiento Water Project Repair and Water Use 
 Water District Legislation (AB 2453) 
 Ordinances (Export, Water Waste, Net Water Neutral Development) 
 Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) 
 Shandon State Water Turnout Project progress 
 Paso Robles Water and Wastewater Treatment Plant Projects progress 
 Subcommittee Reports 
 Member Reports 
 Water Surface Elevation Trends (annually after Spring measurements) 
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