Behavioral Health Board Minutes 
                       San Luis Obispo County
                       February 18th, 2026, 3:00pm
                                 
	Members Present 
	Guests

	Barbara Levenson
	Cyndi Barnett

	Amber Gallagher
	Jill Bolster White

	Leslie Brown
	Michalene Busico

	Amanda Sherlock
	Jeff Carlson

	Seath Stabinsky (for Ian Parkinson)
	Michael Azevedo 

	Cen Cal Representative – Holli Rodriguez
	[bookmark: _Hlk222407328]Amanda Torrente

	Hugo Castaneda
	Daniel Corpuz

	Melissa Cummins
	Michael Torres

	Rose Fowler-Plummer
	Tyson Wynn

	Bill Matthew
	Members Absent

	Tracy Campbell
	Kimberlee Booth

	Dana Ready-Hunt
	Devon McClellan

	Tina Grace
	Chris Emhert

	Trista Ochoa
	Amber Gallagher

	Erica Ward (for Thomas Buckley)
	

	Kyle Nancolas (for Tom Milder)
	

	James Sofranko (for Sup. Jimmy Paulding)
	

	Health Agency Staff Present
	

	Star Graber
	

	Frank Warren
	

	Brett Dowgiewicz
	



1. Barbara Levenson called the meeting to order 3:05 pm 
 
2. Introductions and Announcements:  
Round table introductions.  
 
3. Public Comments:                                              
· Melissa Cummins inquired about the opening of the Maxine Lewis Memorial Housing Project. Star Graber explained that it is a 40-bed affordable housing project for individuals who have experienced homelessness. The project was developed by the Housing Authority of San Luis Obispo County on the site of the former Maxine Lewis Shelter.
 
4. Approval of Minutes:  
                                Minutes from January 21st, 2026, M/S/C: Tracy Campbell / Leslie Brown / Abstain: 5
 
5. Ongoing Business:   
· The next site visit will be held at Sun Street Center at Prado on February 23rd. Tracy Campbell and Barbara Levinson will attend. Additional members were invited to participate.

· The Justice Services Report remains pending. Melissa Cummins will follow up directly with Josh to obtain an update for next month’s meeting.

6. New Business: 
· Membership Renewals: Members whose terms expire June 30, 2026 will be contacted to confirm interest in renewal. Names will be forwarded to the Board of Supervisors next month.

· Restoration of Member Profiles Spotlight: Hugo Castaneda shared his background in workforce development and his interest in increasing youth representation in behavioral health advocacy. He proposed exploring the creation of a youth advisory component to support the Board’s work.

· New Member Introduction: Tina Grace introduced herself. She is a San Luis Obispo County native with lived experience navigating behavioral health services for herself and her children. She also works with incarcerated and homeless individuals assisting with housing placement and treatment connections. Motion to forward Tina Grace’s name to the Board of Supervisors for appointment. M/S/C: Amanda Sherlock / Melissa Cummins / Abstain: 5
 
7. Membership Committee - Update: Amanda Sherlock
· The Board is close to reaching full membership capacity.
 
· Chief Tom Milder will assume the agency member seat previously held by Robert Reyes.

· Amanda will contact members with expiring terms regarding renewal.
 
8. Committee Representatives- Update:
· Melissa Cummins attended the CAL BHBC meeting, where a presentation was given on Psychiatric Advance Directives (PAD), which allows individuals to document treatment preferences during a mental health crisis, and next year’s Data Notebook focus on youth service outcomes was discussed. An update on peer certification was also provided, including information that county-level data can be viewed on the CalMHSA website.

· Discussed peer certification and the High Road Internship Program through Transitions-Mental Health Association, which provides a paid pathway to peer certification and employment.
 
9. Administrator’s Report- Star Graber
· Star provided updates on major initiatives, including the Martha’s Place sustainability plan, unanimous approval of the BHSA Integrated Plan, the $21.6 million B-SIP grant for expanded beds in Paso Robles, the Children’s Crisis Residential remodel, the $7.7 million Prop 47 diversion grant, and a CenCal grant application to expand sobering center capacity.

· Budget Update: Behavioral Health is addressing a projected $3 million shortfall through increased Medi-Cal revenue and grant funding and plans to opt into the IMD Waiver by July 1st to offset out-of-county hospital placement costs.

· Organizational Update: Effective July 1, 2026, the Health Agency will dissolve into separate Behavioral Health and Public Health departments reporting to the County Executive Office; Frank Warren will serve as Interim Behavioral Health Director beginning March 6, 2026, and Star Graber will retire after 39 years of service. 
 
10. Presentation: Residential SUD Treatment (Amanda Torrente)
·  Amanda Torrente presented on Sun Street Centers’ San Luis Obispo Men’s Residential Program at 34 Prado, a 16-bed, state-licensed and CARF-accredited Medi-Cal funded facility providing evidence-based substance use treatment through 12-step integration, the Matrix Model, relapse prevention, and family empowerment, serving 94 men locally last fiscal year with a 65% completion rate and strong community partnerships
 
Adjourn at 4:36 pm            

11. Public Hearing: 

· Nothing

Adjourn at 4:36 pm            
 
Next Behavioral Health Board Meeting: March 18th, 2026
