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In SLO County, we serve: 
● ~32,615 students enrolled  
● 13 School Districts + 1 dependent Charter School

○ 1 County Office of Education 
○ 2 Charter School Districts  

● 84 total schools 

LEA sizes 
● Largest-LMUSD= ~ 9,500 students 
● Smallest-Pleasant Valley = ~58 students 



Sped stats





Continuum of Services in the LRE
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The more the child’s education occurs only with other students with disabilities, the more restrictive the placement is. 



SpEd Programming to Support 
Mental Health Needs

● General Education Interventions (All students are Gen Ed FIRST!) 
○ PBIS/SEL interventions (Tiers 1-2-3) 
○ PEI counseling- Middle Schools 

● IEP related- Educationally Related Social Emotional Services and Supports 
(ERSESS) 

○ Consultation across providers 
○ Individual/Group Counseling 
○ Transition/Home based supports to access education 
○ Behavioral supports

 
● IEP related- Programs

○ Therapeutic Learning Centers 
○ Intensive-Therapeutic Learning Center (@ Chris Jespersen) 
○ Non-Public Schools/Residential Treatment Centers  



What is the Children & Youth Behavioral 
Health Initiative (CYBHI)?
● Reimaging a more integrated, youth-centered, 

equitable, prevention-oriented system

● Promoting mental, emotional and behavioral health and 
well-being 

● Supporting prevention and early intervention while 
addressing emerging and existing needs

● Increasing access to mental health and substance use 
services and supports

● Addressing inequities for groups disproportionately 
impacted by mental health challenges and that face the 
greatest systemic barriers to wellbeing

https://cybhi.chhs.ca.gov/
https://cybhi.chhs.ca.gov/


Schools Play a Major Role 
in Promoting the 
Emotional Wellness of 
Our Children & Youth

Only 20% of youth who require mental health services receive them.

● Youth are more likely to access MH 
services from schools than any 
other setting 

● Positive school climate protects 
youth from external risk factors 

Social-emotional learning programs improve achievement by 13% on 
average.



Vision
SLO County districts, schools and early learning 
programs are caring, safe, and inclusive 
communities where ALL students, staff and 
families thrive.

Our Aim
Establish a sustainable countywide system of 
support for districts, schools and early learning 
programs to improve academic, 
social-emotional and behavioral health 
outcomes.





CYBHI 
Workstreams:

Pavers 
Supporting  
Our Path To 
Transformation 
in SLO Schools





https://osg.ca.gov/safespaces/ 

https://osg.ca.gov/safespaces/


Professional 
Development series

SLO SEL Community 
of Practice

Social Emotional-Behavioral 
Health Implementation: 
Focal Schools



Building a cadre of 14 certified district and COE trainers 

Our 24/25 goals:
● 23 trainings 

(all instructors remain certified)
● 460 community members trained

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xK0QPQrbe4sxWCekUWoBoRpbCcoQB4Sn/view?usp=sharing




Certified 
Wellness 
Coach I & II  

● Serve children and youth aged 0 – 25
● Operate as part of a care team
● Offer six core services, including:

○ Wellness promotion and education
○ Screening
○ Care coordination
○ Individual support
○ Group support
○ Crisis referral

● Operate under the direction of and 
coordination with a Pupil Personnel 
Services (PPS) credentialed or licensed 
professional, depending on setting

https://cawellnesscoach.org/
https://cawellnesscoach.org/
https://cawellnesscoach.org/


18

Tier 3

Tier 1

● Support School Counselors
● Crisis referral 
● Care coordination

• Support Universal Screening tools
• Teach and reinforce classroom social, emotional, behavioral lessons under guidance of mental health 

or PPS staff
• School-wide Bully-Prevention Programs such as Stop, Walk, and Talk
• Provide mental health and wellness information across campus in the forms of visuals, posters, flyers, 

and more…
• Deliver structured curriculum to groups or classrooms, focusing on wellness promotion and education 

such as building positive relationships, bullying prevention, nutrition, and exercise in relation to 
behavioral health

• Assist in identifying students with Tier II needs

Tier 2

• Check In / Check Out
• Life skills (e.g., stress management, time management, problem-solving)
• Assist or lead group interventions/activities that do not require PPS-C or 

licensure
• Assist in identifying students with Tier III needs

CWC’s Role within Existing Support Systems



Employer Support Grant

● 11 CWC 1
● 9 CWC 2
● Programmatic Supervision 

stipends

6 LEAs including SLOCOE



PAUSE FOR 
QUESTIONS



Current Ways to Fund Behavioral 
Health in Schools

1 LEA BOP

3 MHSA

2 LEA SMAA

Multi Payer 
Fee 

Schedule 
(New)
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4 LCFF

5 SLO BH 
Medi Cal



MULTI-PAYER FEE 
SCHEDULE

https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/CYBHI/Pages/Fee-Schedule.aspx 22

The CYBHI fee schedule aims to create an 
easy-to-access, sustainable way for 
schools and behavioral health providers to 
have funding for services provided at 
school sites.

This fee schedule establishes a minimum 
rate at which LEAs and their designated 
providers/practitioners will be 
reimbursed for behavioral health services. 



WHO IS ELIGIBLE 
FOR 
REIMBURSEMENT? 

This will include ALL students 
insured by:

 Medi-Cal Managed Care Plans,
 Medi-Cal Fee-for-Service,
 Commercial health plans, or
 Disability insurers.
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FEE 
SCHEDULE 
READINESS

EXPANDED 
ACCESS 

COLLABORATIVE 
INFRASTRUCTURE



When this 
transformation is 
successful, what 
would be the best 
possible
outcome for 
children and youth 
in SLO county?


