Behavioral Health Board Minutes San Luis Obispo County
March 19th, 2025
3:00pm
 
	Members Present 
	Members Absent 

	Barbara Levenson   
	Dana Ready-Hunt 

	Leslie Brown 
	Hugo Castaneda 

	Amber Gallagher
	Chris Emert

	James Sofranko (for Sup. Jimmy Paulding)
	Melissa Cummins

	Amanda Sherlock
	Rose Fowler-Plummer

	Robert Reyes 
	Devon McClellan

	Robert Crout (for Ian Parkinson) 
	Cen Cal Representative – Holli Rodriguez

	Bill Matthew
	Guests 

	Trista Ochoa 
	Christina Rajlal

	
	Mike Bossenberry 

	Health Agency Staff Present 
	Jeff Carlson

	Star Graber 
	Cyndi Barnett

	Nikki Panetta
	Barry Johnson

	
	Erin Addams

	
	Landon King

	
	Joe Hoeflich

	
	Lacey Dunbar


 

1. Barbara Levenson called the meeting to order @ 3:05 pm 
 
 
2. Introductions and Announcements:  
Round table introductions.  

 
3. Public Comments: 
· Barbara Levenson mentioned that NAMI will be sponsoring the Family-to-Family trainings on Mondays. Interested parties should watch for an email.
 
 
4. Approval of Minutes:  
Minutes from February 19, 2025, M/S/C: Leslie Brown/ Trista Ochoa  Abstain: 0
 

5. Ongoing Business: 
· Site Visit: The January Site visit happened January 10th at Atascadero Adult and Youth Mental Health Services. Amber Gallagher and Dana Hunt attended. The site visit is split into two observation reports covering the Youth Clinic side and the Adult Clinic side. Overall report shows a welcoming and clean facility on both sides. Safety and security measures were suggested due to transient camps nearby and sanitation issues arising from that. Access to services and employee retention are highlighted areas of concern.
· Next site visit: SLO South Street: Melissa Cummins, Robert Reyes, Leslie Brown. Dr. Rajlal will host visitors on March 24, 2025.  Report to be presented at April Board meeting.
· Action item to submit to Board of Supervisors: Annual Report 2024. Motion to forward Annual Report to Board of Supervisors M/S/C: Robert Reyes/ Leslie Brown  Abstain: 0


6. Barbara Levenson suspended the agenda @ 3:29 pm 
Agenda suspended to allow Public Hearing to discuss MHSA Innovation Plan in consideration of time constraints on members adding to slim quorum.
 
· Barbara read the Ground Rules for Public Hearing aloud
· Landon King and Dr. Rajlal spoke on the project, summarizing last month’s presentation on a Medi-Cal Maximization and Training Initiative proposal.
· Action item to approve MHSA Innovation Plan: Motion to forward MHSA Innovation Plan to Board of Supervisors M/S/C: Robert Reyes/ Trista Ochoa  Abstain: 0


7) Barbara Levenson resumed the agenda @ 3:39 pm 
 

8) New Business: 
· Mary Bianchi Proclamation at the Board of Supervisors meeting April 8, 2025: Barbara reminded Board Members that wish to comment, that they can either make a public comment or add to the Proclamation, and to let her know in advance. 
· Federal and County budgetary impacts for Behavioral Health: Star Graber’s presentation included information on FY 2025-26 budget year impacts at both Federal and County level, a Behavioral Health Department reduction outline, MHSA/ BHSA transition, and county next steps.

 
9) Membership Committee - Update: 
· Vote on renewals due for reappointment on 6/30/25. Motion to forward names Barbara Levenson, Amber Gallagher, Melissa Cummins, Rose Fowler-Plummer, and Chris Emert to Board of Supervisors for reappointment: M/S/C: Robert Reyes/ Amanda Sherlock Abstain: 0
 

10) Committee Representatives- Update:  
11) Barbara Levenson attended the QIC Meeting on Drug and Alcohol Services and substance abuse disorders. She mentioned increased community outreach and peer support as strategies for expansion for the future.
12) The Strategic Plan Workgroup meeting was postponed. Leslie Brown is the permanent member, and Trista Ochoa has volunteered as alternate. 
13) CAL BHBC: Hugo Castaneda not present to give update. Barbara mentioned a signup to attend a meeting on April 18 and 19th virtually, a link was provided in a March 11th email.
14) EQR: Mike Bossenberry attended at the request of BHB for the EQR opening session, but the closing session did happen earlier than scheduled as the EQR group finished early. Mike was not informed of the change in schedule.
15) Barbara attended a virtual meeting of the Commission for Behavioral Health on February 27 acknowledging 45 years of an ongoing advocacy project serving their Cambodian population.
 
 
16) Administrator’s Report- Star Graber
· Star gave a report earlier in the meeting that covers the information in this section.


17) Presentation: Restorative Partners
· No presenters were at the meeting
  
Reminder: Next Month Presentation on Restorative Partners: Sister Theresa Harpin/ Martha’s Place: Tony Huffaker and Jill Rietjens
 
Adjourn at 4:34pm   Leslie Brown/ Robert Reyes

Next Behavioral Health Board Meeting April 16, 2025, at 3:00pm 

