Behavioral Health Board Minutes San Luis Obispo County 
           January 15th, 2025 
                  3:00pm 
 
	Members Present 
	Members Absent 

	Barbara Levenson   
	Dana Ready-Hunt 

	Hugo Castaneda 
	Devon McClellan

	Leslie Brown 
	Sup. Jimmy Paulding 

	Amanda Sherlock 
	Guests 

	Amber Gallagher 
	Trista Ocha 

	Chris Emert 
	Mike Bossenberry 

	Melissa Cummins 
	Bill Matthew

	Robert Reyes 
	Melanie Crawford	

	Robert Crout (for Ian Parkinson) 
	Jeff Carlson

	Rose Fowler- Plummer 
	Cyndi Barnett

	Cen Cal Representative – Holli Rodriguez
	Brian Atwell

	Health Agency Staff Present 
	Lisa Vartanian

	Frank Warren 
	Tj Robinson

	Nikki Panetta
	Barry Johnson

	Allie Metcalf 
	


 

1. Barbara Levenson called meeting to order @ 3:04 pm 
 
 
2. Introductions and Announcements:  
· Round table introductions. 
· Melissa Cummins was ratified as first vice chair taking the seat of the late Mary Bianchi for the remainder of the term. There were no objections.
· Nikki Panetta was introduced as the new assistant to the board taking the place of Allie Metcalf.
 
 
3. Public Comments: 
· Brian Atwell informed the board that NAMI is taking applications for their board. Specifically, the secretary position is open.
 
 
4. Approval of Minutes:  
 Minutes from November 20th, 2024, M/S/C: Leslie Brown/ Amber Gallagher Abstain: 2
 
 
5. Ongoing Business: 
· Rose Fowler Plummer gave the Martha’s Place site visit report. Rose noted the way they evaluate who qualifies for the program has changed. The program managers at Martha’s Place want to make sure they do not miss any early intervention with children who might fall through the cracks through this new evaluation system.  Rose would recommend more space for Martha’s Place. Most of the population who utilize Martha’s Place are in North and South County and currently they must borrow space to see clients.
· The January Site visit happened January 10th at Atascadero Adult and Youth Mental Health Services. Amber Gallagher and Dana Hunt attended.
· The Behavioral Health Board Informational Video is still in the process of being produced. There is still a need for a consumer to volunteer to be filmed. 
 

6. New Business: 
· Everyone received via email the updated bylaws with the new amendments voted on at the November meeting.
· The presentation calendar for 2025 is still being revised. The first few months of the year are solidified. 

 
7. Membership Committee - Update: 
· New Board Member applications were taken to the Board of Supervisors and approved January 14th. 
· There are two other people who have submitted applications for the board and will have interviews scheduled soon. The board is always entertaining new applicants especially those who are family members and who have lived experience.
 
 
8. Committee Representatives- Update:  
· Barbara Levenson attended the QIC Meeting on Mental Health Services. Highlights included the BOS approval of the BHCIP grant.
· The Strategic Plan Workgroup meeting was postponed. The workgroup still needs an alternative. 
· The Cal BHBC meeting is on January 17th via zoom. Hugo will be attending in person.
 
 
9. Administrator’s Report- Frank Warren
· Star will be back full time the week of January 21st but has been periodically in meetings and keeping up with everything going on.
· The CSU is going to remained closed. There are many reasons for this such as budget cuts, low admission rate, and new vendor costs. The Sobering Center, which is also at half capacity, will be used for adults who need stabilization. The CSU building space will be redesigned as a children's crisis residential space. There are funds the county already has that will go away soon that will be used to create this space. The BHCIP grant will still be submitting for children's crisis residential space, but that space will be put in the North County if the county is rewarded the money.
· The County wants each department to take a cut of 15% of their general fund support. The cut list would be between 4-5 million. With MSHA reform there is 5 million dollars’ worth of programs that need to be cut and moved to fund housing. Most of the prevention and outreach programming is not required so is on the table to be cut.  The health agency is trying to find grants and other funding sources for these programs. 
· The county is working on a contract with a consulting group to do organizational reviews. The goal is to help reengineer the staffing capacity of the agency to handle all the new things that are coming. There is a good work force for the day-to-day clinic work, but the county is currently not built for the analytical needs that are going to be required. 
· The results of the triannual audit are coming Thursday January 23rd.
· With the passing of Mary Bianchi there will be a proclamation to honor her at the board of supervisors. Right now, they are looking at the dates in March. The proclamation will be drafted so the board can review it at the February meeting. If anyone wants to give input on the proclamation reach out to Frank Warren. 

 
10. Presentation: SELPA and CYBHI- Amber Gallagher and Melanie Crawford
· Amber Gallagher gave an overview of the San Luis Obispo County Office of Education and SELPA. Data was included on how many students in the county had disabilities and a breakdown of what they were. Programming to support mental and emotional health were discussed.
· Melanie Crawford described the Children and Youth Behavioral Health Initiative (CYBHI).  Highlights included what the initiative is, the workstream of the initiative and the new programs the initiative brings. (See PowerPoint for more details).
 
 
Reminder: Next Month Presentation on CAPSLO- Teen Wellness Program
 
Adjourn at 4:36pm   Melissa Cummins/Amber Gallagher
 
Next Behavioral Health Board Meeting February 19th, 2025, at 3:00pm 

