Behavioral Health Board Minutes San Luis Obispo County
February 19th, 2025
3:00pm
 
	Members Present 
	Members Absent 

	Barbara Levenson   
	Dana Ready-Hunt 

	Hugo Castaneda 
	Devon McClellan

	Leslie Brown 
	Sup. Jimmy Paulding 

	Damien Capalare (for Amber Gallagher)
	Amanda Sherlock

	Chris Emert 
	Bill Matthew

	Melissa Cummins 
	Guests 

	Robert Reyes 
	Christina Rajlal

	Robert Crout (for Ian Parkinson) 
	Mike Bossenberry 

	Rose Fowler- Plummer 
	Jeff Carlson

	Cen Cal Representative – Holli Rodriguez
	Cyndi Barnett

	Trista Ocha 
	Jill Bolster-White

	Health Agency Staff Present 
	Michael Azevedo

	Star Graber 
	Andrew Harris

	Nikki Panetta
	

	
	


 

1. Barbara Levenson called meeting to order @ 3:08 pm 
 
 
2. Introductions and Announcements:  
· Round table introductions.  

 
3. Public Comments: 
· Barbara Levenson spoke as a community member and concerned citizen about uncertainty in this distressing political time, specifically supporting community engagement.
· Rose Fowler Plummer voiced concerns about school districts voting to eliminate counselors and is grateful that SLO Education Board voted to keep counselors. She encouraged the Board to speak up on behalf of veterans, the homeless, children, and the families they serve.
 
 
4. Approval of Minutes:  
 Minutes from January 15th, 2025, M/S/C: Barbara Levenson/ _____________  Abstain: 0
 
 
5. Ongoing Business: 
· Site Visit: The January Site visit happened January 10th at Atascadero Adult and Youth Mental Health Services. Amber Gallagher and Dana Hunt attended and are waiting to receive reports. BH Board to hear discussion and comments at the March Board meeting.
· Next site visit: April SLO South Street: Melissa Cummins, Robert Reyes, Leslie Brown. Dr. Rajlal will be point person and will help coordinate.
· Behavioral Health Board Informational Video is still a work in progress aiming to highlight the BH Board and attract new Board Members.
 

6. New Business: 
· Barbara Levenson presented the Annual Report 2024 draft for review, highlighting 5 areas of concern. BH Board asked to consider amendments for next BHB meeting in March, and to email comments or corrections to Barbara. Ongoing issues shall be added to Board meeting agendas. Final report will be presented to Board of Supervisors.
· Frank Warren wrote a resolution posthumously honoring Mary Bianchi. BH Board will review and submit any comments back to Frank before it is presented on April 8, 2025.

 
7. Membership Committee - Update: 
· Present renewals due for reappointment on 6/30/25. Vote will take place at March BH Board meeting. 
 

8. Committee Representatives- Update:  
· Barbara Levenson attended the QIC Meeting on Mental Health Services. It was noted that there was a lack of placement opportunities despite increases in hearings in ERs and ERT calls each month. An application has been submitted for an infrastructure grant, notification of any grant award will happen in May. 
· The Strategic Plan Workgroup meeting was postponed. The workgroup still needs an alternate for Leslie. Interested parties should let Barbara know.
· Hugo Castaneda attended the CAL BHBC meeting on January 17th. The report is posted on the CAL BHBC website, with parts of presentation recorded and available to view. Topics included Prop 1, attracting and maintaining a workforce, behavioral health continuum of care and interagency collaboration. He has applied to represent SLO County as part of the planning council. 
· Leslie Brown reported on the MHSA MAC meeting. She listed 3 action items discussed: infrastructure planning grant, expansion of mobile crisis services required by the state, and MediCal Maximization Training Initiative.
· Barbara attended a virtual meeting of the CA BH Planning Council, wherein there were 14 goals derived from the data submitted by each county. She will update as new information is received.
 
 
9. Administrator’s Report- Star Graber
· Star reported on the BH Department All Staff Day on January 30th, 2025, which included a cultural competency training and recognition awards modeled after the 6 values of the County. Turnout was the largest all-department gathering since 2019.
· KPMG is the consulting group that will be conducting the organizational review of each county system, beginning with the Health Agency. This process should take 12 weeks and will result in recommendations for efficiency. Star pointed to the results from Santa Barbara County’s review which gives an idea of what they are asking for.
· The county is looking further at budget cuts and will utilize the findings of the KPMG report to find offsetting funds and revenue generation.  The Health Agency is trying to find grants and other funding sources for these programs recommended to be cut. There is uncertainty around federal grants being reduced or cut, so all aspects are under review in anticipation of the budget hearings in June.

  
Reminder: Next Month Presentation on Restorative Partners- Sister Theresa Harpin and Gus Chavez
 
Adjourn at 4:18pm   Robert Reyes/Leslie Brown


Re-Opened as MHSA Public Hearing 

1. Barbara Levenson called Public Hearing to order @ 4:19 pm
· Barbara read the required statute language to conduct a hearing to review any public comment about the draft for the MHSA Innovation plan for the fiscal years 2024-2027.
· Dr. Christine Rajlal and Andrew Harris spoke about an innovation plan called Medical Maximization and Training Initiative (MMTI), which involves subject matter experts to assist with billing goals, productivity enhancements and collaborative partner training. 
· Andrew is looking for BH Board approval to move forward with innovation plan to the BHSOAC, then on to BoS. Board will vote on MMTI plan at March BH Board meeting.
· BHSA Project is still in Public Hearing phase until 2/28/25.

2. Barbara Levenson adjourned Public Hearing @ 4:47 pm


 

 
Next Behavioral Health Board Meeting March 19th, 2025, at 3:00pm 

