Behavioral Health Board Minutes San Luis Obispo County
April 16th, 2025
3:00pm
 
	Members Present 
	Members Absent 

	Leslie Brown 
	Chris Emert

	Hugo Castaneda 
	Devon McClellan

	Melissa Cummins
	Trista Ochoa

	Rose Fowler-Plummer
	James Sofranko (for Sup. Jimmy Paulding)

	Damien Capalare (for Amber Gallagher)
	

	Barbara Levenson
	Guests 

	Bill Matthew 
	Jeff Carlson

	Seth Sabinsky (for Ian Parkinson) 
	Cyndi Barnett

	Dana Ready-Hunt 
	Lacey Dunbar

	Robert Reyes 
	Jill  Rietjens

	Amanda Sherlock
	Gus Chavez 

	Cen Cal Representative – Holli Rodriguez
	Sister Theresa Harpin

	
	Jill Bolster-White

	Health Agency Staff Present 
	Anthony Huffaker

	Star Graber 
	Michael Azevedo

	Nikki Panetta
	Nisha Abdul Cader

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


 

1. Barbara Levenson called the meeting to order @ 3:04 pm 
 
 
2. Introductions and Announcements:  
Round table introductions.  

 
3. Public Comments: 
· Email from Lisa Frasier was read aloud. She emphasized her support for Martha’s Place site in consideration of proposed restructuring of services. She advocates for child-focused health services and offered to assist in strategy development discussions to ensure equitable services for all children of the County.
· Leslie Brown mentioned an upcoming meeting of the League of Women Voters on May 5 @ noon. Meeting will be online, and the topic of discussion will be Prop 1 and Mental Health services.
 
 
4. Approval of Minutes:  
Minutes from March 19, 2025, M/S/C: Melissa Cummins/ Leslie Brown  Abstain: 2
 

5. Ongoing Business: 
· Site Visit: SLO South Street: Melissa Cummins, Robert Reyes, Leslie Brown. Dr. Rajlal visited on March 24, 2025.  Report in progress, to be presented at May Board meeting.
· Next site visit: Location not yet determined, possible late May visit to Growing Grounds postponed pending restructure of sites and programs.
 

6. New Business: 
· Talking points for/from affected community partners: Barbara spoke to Brian
Atwell from NAMI about community advocacy in support of those affected by cuts to programs and services - suggestions and activities include a community panel to amplify these voices, a peer-to-peer class beginning May 6, support groups at Prado Center, presentations to law enforcement with handout cards to assist responders on how to interact with mental health patient in crises. 
· Barbara mentioned NAMI is hosting a meeting on April 22, the topic is Mobile Crisis Services Initiative- she noted that Chloe Jones, a reporter from The Tribune, attends NAMI meetings regularly and might assist getting the word out about these services and their impact on the community.
 
 
7. Membership Committee - Update: 
· The Committee is seeking a chairperson. This position will be included in the slate of officers to be selected next month. Nominations are now open for those interested in running for office. 
· The slate of officers will be presented and the vote will take place at the May 21st Behavioral Health Board meeting.
· Bill Matthew is looking at ways to improve the efficacy of the Ad Hoc Committee on Site Visits.

8. Committee Representatives- Update:
· Barbara plans to attend the QIC Meetings on Mental Health on April 17 and Crisis Care Continuum on May 8, reports to follow at May meeting.
· The Strategic Plan Workgroup meeting included status reports of ongoing initiatives, budget updates and comparable data from neighboring counties focusing on generating revenue to cover losses. The group will meet outside the regular schedule to address KPMG findings and prepare a presentation for the June Board of Supervisors meeting.
· CAL BHBC: Barbara reminded of a meeting on April 18 and 19th virtually, a link was provided in a March 11th email. There was also an invitation emailed to participate in phone banking to call representatives on April 23 to try to mitigate the effects of cuts on Medicaid and Medicare.
9. Administrator’s Report- Star Graber
· The focus has been the budget and balancing reductions between now and July 1st. The Board of Supervisors is currently reviewing the list of reductions for the county. They will have a presentation again in May about the budget so there is the possibility of further changes. The Behavioral Health Department will give a 60-day notice to staff whose positions are affected to allow for any Board of Supervisors’ decisions affecting the planned reductions. 
· KPMG shared scheduling software that managed scheduling, no show rates,  overbooking and contractor rates among other considerations to help outpatient clinics generate revenue. They will present their efficiency recommendations to the Board of Supervisors sometime in late June. 


10. Presentation: Restorative Partners: Sister Theresa Harpin/ Martha’s Place: Tony Huffaker & Jill Rietjens

  
Reminder: Next Month Presentation on Mobile Probation Services
 
Adjourn at 5:02pm   Leslie Brown/ Melissa Cummins

Next Behavioral Health Board Meeting May 21st , 2025, at 3:00pm 

