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COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO 

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & BUILDING 

On-Site Agricultural Offset Clearance Application 
 

This application is for an Agricultural Offset Clearance for new or expanded irrigated commercial 

crop production in the Paso Robles Groundwater Basin as required in County Code Title 22 

Section 22.30.204. Please refer to the ordinance text for full eligibility information and 

requirements, which is available online at www.slocounty.ca.gov/prgwb-ag or at the front counter 

of the Department of Planning & Building. A map of the Paso Robles Groundwater Basin is 

available online at: www.slocounty.ca.gov/prgwb-ag. 

Date of Application Submittal:   

Site Address:     

APN (s):     Size of Site (acres):   

Owner/Applicant Name:    

List any adjacent parcels that are under the same ownership:     

 

 

 

Existing Crops & Water Demand On-Site 

Date Planted Crop Type Acreage 
Applied Water by 

Crop Type (AFY/acre)* 

Water Demand 

(AFY)* 

     

     

     

     

Total Existing Water Demand (AFY):  

 

Proposed Crops & Water Demand On-Site 
 

Anticipated 

Planting Date 
Crop Type Acreage 

Applied Water by 

Crop Type (AFY/acre)* 

Water Demand 

(AFY)* 

     

     

     

     

Total Proposed Water Demand (AFY):  

* See water demand calculation method on next page. 

LNG-2009 
6/30/2026 

http://www.sloplanning.org/
mailto:waterprograms@co.slo.ca.us
http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/prgwb-ag
http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/prgwb-ag
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On-Site Agricultural Offset Clearance Application 
 

Water Demand Calculation 

Water Demand (AFY) = Applied Water (AFY/acre) x Acreage 

 

Applied water shall be determined based on the crop type as follows: 

• Crops shown in Table 2 and Table 3 below 

Fill in the applied water figures as specified in Table 2 and Table 3 below. 

 

 

• Crops not shown in Table 2 and Table 3 below 

Leave the applied water section blank. Irrigated crops that do not fall into one of the crop 

groups listed in Table 2 and Table 3 will be assigned an applied water amount by a joint 

committee of representatives from the Department of Planning and Building, Department 

of Public Works, and the Department of Agriculture/Weights and Measures, in consultation 

with UC Cooperative Extension. 

 

• Supplementally Irrigated Dry Croplands 

The applied water for supplementally irrigated dry croplands is determined on a case-by- 

case basis based on the 5-year average water use for the 5 years preceding the application 

date. To qualify for the minimum applied water amount of 0.1 AFY/acre listed in table 3 

below or a custom applied water amount higher than 0.1 AFY/acre, please attach the 

following information with your application: 

o Substantiating and verifiable water usage data for the 5 years preceding the 

application date including but not limited to monthly utility bills for irrigation 

wells and pump test reports for each irrigation well. 

This information will be reviewed and confirmed by a joint committee of representatives 

from the Department of Planning and Building, Department of Public Works, and the 

Department of Agriculture/Weights and Measures, in consultation with UC Cooperative 

Extension. 

LNG-2009 
6/30/2026 

http://www.sloplanning.org/
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976 OSOS STREET, ROOM 300 | SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA 93408 |(805) 781-5600 | TTY/TRS 7-1-1 

www.sloplanning.org | waterprograms@co.slo.ca.us 

PAGE 3 OF 5 
 

On -Site Agricultural Offset Clearance Application 
 

Table 2: Crop Group and Commodities Used for the Agricultural Demand Analysis 
 

Crop Group Primary Commodities 

Alfalfa Alfalfa 

Nursery Christmas trees, miscellaneous nursery plants, flowers 

Pasture Miscellaneous grasses, mixed pastures 

Citrus Avocados, grapefruits, lemons, oranges, olives, kiwis, pomegranates (non-deciduous) 

Deciduous Apples, apricots, berries, peaches, nectarines, plums, figs, pistachios, persimmons, 

pears, quinces 

Strawberries Strawberries 

Vegetables Artichokes, beans, miscellaneous vegetables, mushrooms, onions, peas, peppers, 

tomatoes 

CBD Hemp Field Grown CBD Hemp 

Vineyard Wine grapes, table grapes 

Supplementally Irrigated 

Dry Cropland* 

Barley, wheat, oat, grain/forage hay, safflower 

Source: Table 3 of the Agricultural Water Offset Program, Paso Robles Groundwater Basin, October 2014. 

*San Luis Obispo County General Plan Agriculture Element 

 

Table 3: Existing Crop-Specific Applied Water by Crop Type 
 

Crop Group 
Applied Water 

(AF/Ac/Yr) 

Alfalfa 4.5 

Citrus 2.3 

Deciduous 3.5 

Strawberries 2.3(1) 

Nursery 2.5 

Pasture 4.8 

Vegetables 1.9 

CBD Hemp 1.5(2) 

Vineyard 1.25(1) 

Supplementally Irrigated Dry Cropland 0.1(3) 

1. Information obtained from RCD Program, UCCE, UC Davis (Strawberries 2011 data) 

2. Information obtained from UCCE, San Luis Obispo County Cooperative Extension, April 2019 

3. Supplementally Irrigated Dry Cropland application requirements are outlined in the Water Duty 

Factor section of Land Use Ordinance Section 22.30.204. 

Source: Table 9 of the Agricultural Water Offset Program, Paso Robles Groundwater Basin, October 2014. 

LNG-2009 
6/30/2026 

http://www.sloplanning.org/
mailto:waterprograms@co.slo.ca.us


976 OSOS STREET, ROOM 300 | SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA 93408 |(805) 781-5600 | TTY/TRS 7-1-1 

www.slocountywwcp.org | waterprograms@co.slo.ca.us 

PAGE 4 OF 5  

On-Site Agricultural Offset Clearance Application 
 

Include these attachments with your application: 

• Current title report or lot book guarantee 

• Land Use Consent of Property Owner form 

• Cost Accounting Agreement form (for a clearance application that requires a custom water duty factor) 

• Vicinity map showing all parcels under crop production and adjacent parcels under same 

ownership 

• Site plan(s) showing locations and acreages of existing and proposed crops* 

• Evidence that the existing crops* have been irrigated within the last five years, such as: 

o Aerial imagery showing planting and irrigation patterns 

o Crop sale receipts and harvest records 

o Enrollment in the Regional Water Board’s Irrigated Lands Program 

• Evidence that the existing crops* have been irrigated before August 27, 2013, the effective 

date of the Agricultural Offset Urgency Ordinance 

* If you are fallowing your land or stopping irrigation, please write “Fallowing” in the proposed crop section of 

Page 1 and do not attach a proposed crop site plan. 

 

Fees: 

• A fee is due at time of application and includes one site visit. Refer to the current fee 

schedule for the Agricultural Offset Clearance fees. Applicants may be real-time billed 

for additional site visits associated with application processing. Projects requiring a 

custom water duty factor will require a Cost Accounting Agreement, a deposit fee, and 

will be real-time billed. 

LNG-2009 
6/30/2026 

http://www.slocountywwcp.org/
mailto:waterprograms@co.slo.ca.us
https://www.slocounty.ca.gov/departments/planning-building/forms-documents/fees
https://www.slocounty.ca.gov/departments/planning-building/forms-documents/fees


 

  

COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO 

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & BUILDING 

PLN-1012 
09/20/2021 

Land Use Consent of Property Owner 
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Address: APN(s): Application Number:  

Project Description:  

 

 

CONSENT 

I (we) the undersigned owner(s*) of record of the fee interest in the parcel of land located at the above 

address, identified as the above Assessor Parcel Number, for which a construction permit, land use 

permit, land division, general plan or ordinance amendment, or LAFCO application referral is being filed 

with the County requesting an approval for the above project description, do hereby certify that:  

 

1. Such application may be filed and processed with my (our) full consent, and that I (we) have 

authorized the agent named below to act as my (our) agent in all contacts with the county and to 

sign for all necessary permit applications in connection with this matter. If this authorization is 

revoked, I (we) will inform the County in writing. 

 

2. I (we) have authorized the applicant named below to act as the authorized applicant for this 

project. If this authorization is revoked, I (we) will inform the County in writing. 

 

3. I (we) hereby grant consent to the County of San Luis Obispo, its officers, agents, employees, 

independent contractors, consultants, sub-consultants and their officers, agents, and employees 

to enter the property identified above to conduct any and all surveys and inspections that are 

considered appropriate by the inspecting person or entity to process this application. This consent 

also extends to governmental entities other than the county, their officers, agencies, employees, 

independent contractors, consultants, sub-consultants, and their officers agents or employees if 

the other governmental entities are providing review, inspections and surveys to assist the county 

in processing this application. This consent will expire upon completion of the project.  

 

4. If prior notice is required for an entry to survey or inspect the property, please contact:  

Print Name:     ____________________________________ 

Daytime Telephone Number:  ____________________________ 

 

5. I (we) hereby give notice of the following concealed or unconcealed dangerous conditions on the 

property (dogs, hazardous materials, or specify none): 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

*Attach additional PLN-1012 forms for multiple owners, if applicable. 

 

 

http://www.sloplanning.org/
mailto:planning@co.slo.ca.us


Land Use Consent of Property Owner 
PLN-1012 
04/01/2020 
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CONSENT GRANTOR / PROPERTY OWNER 

Name:  Phone: 

Company/Agency: Email: 

Full Mailing Address: 

Signature: Date: 

AUTHORIZED AGENT FOR CONSENT GRANTOR 

Name: Phone: 

Company / Agency: Email: 

Full Mailing Address: 

Signature: Date: 

AUTHORIZED APPLICANT FOR CONSENT GRANTOR 

Name: Phone: 

Company / Agency: Email: 

Full Mailing Address: 

Signature: Date: 

 

http://www.sloplanning.org/
mailto:planning@co.slo.ca.us
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COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO 

Department of Planning and Building  

Trevor Keith, Director  

Cost Accounting Agreement 

 

Project Information 

Project Description and Scope:                                                

                                                         

Site Address:               APN(s):                                    

Contact Information 

Property Owner Name: _________________________________ Email Address:                                                                    Phone:                                                       

Applicant Name: ________________________________________ Email Address: ______________________________________ Phone:                                      

Authorized Agent (if applicable): ________________________________ Email Address:                                              Phone:                                                 

Billing Contact Name/Mailing Address:   

This deposit request does not represent the total application cost, as the actual processing fee for the referenced project may be higher 

or lower than the deposit amount. In accordance with the County Fee Resolution, the Department of Planning and Building implements 

a real-time billing method to ensure full and accurate cost recovery for application processing. The deposit paid at the time of 

application will be applied toward your real-time billing account. All processing costs will be documented, and any amount exceeding 

the initial filing fee will be billed monthly. Any deposit fee not used will be refunded upon completion of the project. The costs due at 

application are the estimated costs for the primary application only and do not include environmental review fees. Additional 

fees may apply following the County's initial review of the application. All fees are based on the Planning and Building Fee Schedule in 

effect when services are provided and may change during permit processing. 

Deposit Requirement 

Upon execution of this Agreement, the applicant shall provide a deposit in the amount specified in the Planning and Building 

Department’s adopted Fee Schedule. 

The deposit will be held by the County and applied in accordance with the billing procedures outlined in this Agreement. The deposit 

does not represent the total cost of processing the Project. Actual costs may exceed the deposit amount. 

By signing below, the property owner and/or responsible applicant agrees to the following: 

To pay all actual processing costs associated with the processing of this application to the Department of Planning and Building. 

Payment is due upon receipt of invoice. Unpaid invoices may result in the suspension of application processing until payment is 

received. 

Prior to noticing your project for a public hearing, any outstanding fees shall be paid. If payment is not received, work will be 

suspended until the payment is received. 

All outstanding balances, and any fees incurred after a public hearing or administrative review, must be paid in full prior to intake or 

issuance of any Zoning Clearances, Building Permits, or other regulatory approvals. 

Permits may not be considered in full effect until all fees have been paid (such as but not limited to Clerk filing fees, environmental 

filing fees and processing fees associated with “case close out”). 

After the closing of the appeal period (s) and issuance of the Notice of Final Action (NOFA), the County may require a new Cost 

Accounting Agreement for any necessary condition compliance monitoring (CCM) for the project.   

Financially Responsible Party 

 

 

Signature Printed Name Date 

 

 

 ACT-1001 

6/24/2026 

mailto:planning@co.slo.ca.us
http://www.sloplanning.org/
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COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO 

Cost Accounting Agreement 

Billing Method 

The County may utilize the following billing method: 

Deposit Draw Down 

The deposit will be applied toward project costs as they are incurred. Staff time and other costs will be deducted from the deposit 

balance. If the costs exceed the deposit, the applicant will be invoiced for the remaining balance or required to replenish the deposit. 

Cost Recovery 

The applicant agrees to pay the County for the actual costs of services provided, which may include but are not limited to: 

• Application and environmental review 

• Staff time associated with project coordination and processing 

• Consultant services retained by the County 

• Administrative and overhead costs associated with project review 

All costs shall be documented and charged to the Project in accordance with County accounting practices. 

Payment Terms 

Payment is due upon receipt of invoice. Unpaid invoices may result in: 

• Suspension of application processing 

• Suspension of project inspections or approvals 

• Withholding of permits or final approvals until payment is received 

 

Project Completion and Account Reconciliation 

Upon completion, withdrawal, or termination of the Project, the County will reconcile the project account. 

• Any outstanding balance must be paid by the applicant. 

• Any unused portion of the deposit will be refunded once all project costs have been satisfied. 

Termination of Project 

Completion of the Project is voluntary. If the applicant elects to terminate processing of the Project, this Agreement may be terminated 

once the applicant reimburses the County for all costs incurred up to the date of termination. 

mailto:planning@co.slo.ca.us
http://www.sloplanning.org/
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