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RESPONSE TO LETTER 2 – BRUCE AND DEBBIE SMITH 

Response to Comments 2-1 through 2-7 

Commenters provide several comments regarding agriculture impacts, conflicts, fencing, and 

other issues associated with the project as analyzed in the DEIR.  

See Master Response 1. The RDEIR provides an analysis of Alternative 6 (Farming Operations and 

Conflict Avoidance), which includes an alternative alignment that would avoid Monte Road 

and the adjacent farming operations, thereby avoiding potential conflicts with these uses. 

Alternative 6 has been identified as the environmentally superior alternative. Alternative 6 

incorporates several alignment and design concepts as suggested in the Farm-Friendly 

Alternative. 
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RESPONSE TO LETTER 3 – DAVE BERNHARDT  

Response to Comment 3-1 

Commenter states that his home and neighboring homes are accessed via Monte Road and 

expresses concern for the safety of bicycles, pedestrians and motorist if the pathway is not 

properly separated from the roadway. 

See Master Response 1. The RDEIR provides an analysis of Alternative 6 (Farming Operations and 

Conflict Avoidance), which includes an alternative alignment in Segment 3 that would avoid 

Monte Road, thereby minimizing safety hazards associated with a Class III path along this section 

of roadway. Alternative 6 has been identified as the environmentally superior alternative. 

Response to Comment 3-2 

Commenter states that the proposed path alignment would lie close to the Baron Canyon 

Ranch entry gate and cul-de-sac and expresses concern that path users would use this area to 

park vehicles, creating a hazard and blocking entry. 

See Master Response 1. The RDEIR provides an analysis of Alternative 6 (Farming Operations and 

Conflict Avoidance), which includes an alternative alignment in Segment 3 that would avoid 

Monte Road, thereby eliminating the potential for users to park vehicles in this area. Alternative 6 

has been identified as the environmentally superior alternative. 
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RESPONSE TO LETTER 4 – DAVID BOOK   

Response to Comments 4-1 and 4-2 

Commenter expresses opposition to a pathway overpass over Highway 101. 

Please see Master Response 1. Alternative 6, which provides a route under the highway, is fully 

analyzed in the RDEIR. 

Response to Comment 4-3 

Commenter expresses the opinion that the most important issue is completing the project in a 

timely manner and states that the underpass option would be quicker to fund and construct. 

Comment noted. The comment does not pertain to the adequacy of the environmental analysis 

and does not require a response in the FEIR. However, the comment will be provided to the 

decision-makers for their consideration. 
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RESPONSE TO LETTER 5 – DARELL FARRER  

Response to Comment 5-1 

Commenter states that the DEIR should give more consideration to an alternative which 

eliminates the two proposed at-grade crossings of South Higuera Street. 

See Master Response 1. The RDEIR analyzed an additional project alternative (Alternative 6 – 

Farming Operations and Conflict Avoidance), which was identified as the environmentally 

superior alternative. As stated on RDEIR page 3.0-22, under Alternative 6, Segment 1 would be 

aligned similar to Alternative 3, which eliminates the two crossings at South Higuera Street.  

Response to Comment 5-2 

Commenter expresses support for the use of the existing Highway 101 undercrossing as proposed 

under Alternative 4, as it would reduce project costs. 

See Master Response 1. Under Alternative 6, pathway Segment 5 would be similar to the 

Alternative 4 crossing under Highway 101. 

Response to Comment 5-3 

Commenter suggests a cantilevered crossing off an existing bridge, similar to the crossing farther 

south.  

See Master Response 1. Further, a cantilever design cannot be used in this location because the 

pathway not only crosses the creek but also must cross the highway itself.   
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RESPONSE TO LETTER 6 – GEORGE GIBSON 

Response to Comment 6-1 

Comments discuss a “preferred alternative,” opining that this alternative is the most 

environmentally damaging. Commenter cites litter, dog feces, plant damage, and noise 

pollution as potential impacts along the creek corridor. 

Although the DEIR does not use the term “preferred alternative,” the comment appears to be 

discussing Alternative 3, the environmentally superior alternative identified in the DEIR. Please see 

Master Response 1 regarding the RDEIR, which updates the Alternatives section in its entirety. 

Biological (plant) impacts, construction impacts, noise, and impacts to adjacent agricultural 

lands are all issues addressed in detail in the analysis sections of the DEIR. All impacts identified 

can be effectively mitigated to a less than significant level. 

Response to Comment 6-2 

Commenter states that the preferred route is the most expensive alternative and that the 

preferred route is also the most environmentally damaging.  

See Response to Comment 6-1 above. The comment does not pertain to the adequacy of the 

environmental analysis and does not require a response in the FEIR. However, the comment will 

be provided to the decision-makers for their consideration. 

Response to Comment 6-3 

Commenter states that the preferred route would require the use of private property, unlike 

other alternatives analyzed, which would place the route along Ontario Road within existing 

public right-of-way. 

The DEIR and RDEIR include analysis of Alternative 5, which would maintain the existing Class II 

route, with some safety improvements. As identified on page 3.0-2 of the DEIR, the project has a 

series of specific objectives to be met. Alternative 5 would not meet the project’s primary 

objectives for a Class I pathway. Easements on private property will require agreements with 

property owners (DEIR page 1.0-27). 

Response to Comment 6-4 

Commenter states that the proposed three-way stop at the Monte Road and San Luis Bay Drive 

intersection would be ineffective at stopping cyclists from entering the intersection and would 

not improve safety. 

See Master Response 1. The RDEIR analyzed an additional project alternative (Alternative 6 – 

Farming Operations and Conflict Avoidance), which was identified as the environmentally 

superior alternative. Under this alternative, the pathway alignment would avoid Monte Road 

and would eliminate the need for the subject intersection. 

Response to Comment 6-5 

Commenter states that the preferred path alignment would cross areas that are prone to 

flooding but the design fails to keep the path above the 100-year flood zone. In particular, San 
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Luis Bay Drive between Monte Road and San Luis Obispo Creek frequently floods, requiring road 

closure. Commenter recommends that the alignment be changed to avoid this area. 

As discussed on DEIR page S-17, trails and other recreational facilities may be considered a 

desired use for areas subject to flood hazards where other uses, such as housing, are prohibited. 

Path usage would be expected to be low during periods of inclement weather, and the subject 

roadway would be closed to all users if flooding became severe and posed a safety risk. 

Additionally, the reader is referred to Master Response 1. Alternative 6 includes an alterative 

alignment that avoids Monte Road and the subject segment of San Luis Bay Drive. 

Response to Comment 6-6 

Commenter expresses the opinion that the proposed pathway will be used primarily by 

pedestrians and family cyclists rather than by experienced cyclists who will continue to use 

Ontario Road. Commenter believes the project description incorrectly identifies cyclists as the 

intended users of the pathway, resulting in a failed design. 

Comment noted. The comment does not pertain to the adequacy of the environmental analysis 

and does not require a response in the FEIR. However, the comment will be provided to the 

decision-makers for their consideration. 

Response to Comment 6-7 

Commenter expresses opposition to the project, as the preferred route identified in the DEIR 

would be the most expensive to implement, would be the most environmentally damaging, 

would require the use of private property, would be subject to flooding, requires an uncertain 

Caltrans approval, and would result in safety hazards. 

Comment noted. Please see previous responses. 
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RESPONSE TO LETTER 7 – MICHAEL GRANTHAM 

Response to Comment 7-1 

Commenter states the opinion that there is widespread opposition to a pathway alignment 

which involves an overpass of Highway 101. 

The comment does not pertain to the adequacy of the environmental analysis and does not 

require a response in the FEIR. However, the reader is referred to Master Response 1. Alternative 

6 proposes an undercrossing of Highway 101 at an existing highway bridge. 

Response to Comment 7-2 

Commenter expresses support for a pathway alignment that involves an underpass of Highway 

101. 

Please see Master Response 1. 
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RESPONSE TO LETTER 8 – LIONEL JOHNSTON  

Response to Comments 8-1 through 8-3 

Commenter expresses the opinion that an overcrossing of Highway 101 would result in significant 

environmental impacts from the construction of the abutments and columns in sensitive wetland 

habitat. Comments also express concern for people crossing over the highway. 

Please see Master Response 1 regarding the viability of an underpass option. Regarding impacts 

to the original project, please see DEIR Section 2.3, Biological and Natural Resources, for 

analyses of the project’s potential impacts to sensitive habitat (pages 2.3-22 through -31) and 

wetlands (pages 2.3-35 through -40).  
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Response to Letter 9 – Charlene Korsgaard 

Response to Comments 9-1 through 9-3 

Comments states that a pathway overpass of Highway 101 would be unsightly, requiring the 

removal of billboards in the county in order to mitigate the visual impacts. Comments also 

express concern regarding trail user/roadway conflicts and crossings of Higuera Street. 

Please see Master Response 1. Alternative 6, the environmentally superior alternative identified in 

the RDEIR, proposes an undercrossing of Highway 101 at an existing bridge, which would 

eliminate the visual impacts described by the commenter. Alternative 6 also removes trail users 

from Monte Road and eliminates the dual crossings of South Higuera Street. 

  



2.0 RESPONSES TO COMMENTS 

County of San Luis Obispo Bob Jones Pathway – San Luis Obispo to Ontario Road 

January 2015 Final Environmental Impact Report 

2.0-75 

 

  

 



2.0 RESPONSES TO COMMENTS 

Bob Jones Pathway – San Luis Obispo to Ontario Road  County of San Luis Obispo 

Final Environmental Impact Report  January 2015 

2.0-76 

RESPONSE TO LETTER 10 – STUART A. LARSEN 

Response to Comment 10-1 

Commenter states that the viewshed simulations provided in the DEIR should include an actual 

bridge design for the San Luis Bay Drive crossing. 

See Response to Comment 1-1. 

Response to Comment 10-2 

Commenter states that the DEIR does not adequately address the viewshed from Monte Road 

and Ontario Road. 

See Response to Comment 1-2. 

Response to Comment 10-3 

Commenter states that DEIR mitigation should provide an opportunity for AVAC to review and 

provide input on the project design before it is finalized. 

See Response to Comment 1-3. 

Response to Comment 10-4 

Commenter states the DEIR fails to address retaining wall designs for the new bridge ramps. 

See Response to Comment 1-4. 

Response to Comment 10-5 

Commenter states that the DEIR improperly assumes that billboard removal will occur without 

proper compensation to the owner. 

See Response to Comment 1-5. 

Response to Comment 10-6 

Commenter states that the DEIR does not address parking at the proposed Ontario Road 

staging area. 

See Response to Comment 1-6. 

Response to Comment 10-7 

Commenter states that the comparative analysis of Alternative 4 should include an explanation 

as to why the alternative route is treated differently from other pathway segments in the 

floodway with similar impacts to habitat, geology/soils, and hydrology/water quality. 

See Response to Comment 1-7. 
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Response to Comment 10-8 

Commenter writes: “Conclusions that the undercrossing Alternative would result in greater 

maintenance cost than a bridge overcrossing and result in more closures.” 

See Response to Comment 1-8. 

Response to Comment 10-9 

Commenter states that the DEIR should identify that no Highway 101 bridge improvements are 

under consideration by Caltrans. 

See Response to Comment 1-9. 
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RESPONSE TO LETTER 11 – PETER NELSON 

Response to Comment 11-1 

Commenter states that the proposed crossing of South Higuera Street would be dangerous. 

See Master Response 1. Alternative 6, which was identified as the environmentally superior 

alternative in the RDEIR, would eliminate both at-grade crossings of South Higuera Street. 

Response to Comment 11-2 

Commenter states that the proposed overcrossing of Highway 101 would be impractical and 

cyclists would likely use a different route to cross the highway. Commenter expresses support for 

an undercrossing alternative. 

See Master Response 1. Alternative 6, which was identified as the environmentally superior 

alternative in the RDEIR, proposes an undercrossing of Highway 101 at an existing bridge. 

Response to Comment 11-3 

Commenter states that the County previously identified the reason for proposing a highway 

overcrossing as a way to avoid consultation with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

and Caltrans. However, commenter believes that the proposed overcrossing would still require 

consultation with Caltrans. Commenter expresses support for the project but not as currently 

proposed. 

See Master Response 1 and Response to Comment 11-2. 
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RESPONSE TO LETTER 12 – PENNY RAPPA  

Response to Comment 12-1 

Commenter expresses support for the use of the restored Octagon Barn as the trailhead for the 

proposed pathway and encourages an interim traffic safety measure prior to the proposed 

improvements at Buckley Road. 

As discussed on DEIR page 2.6-13, traffic safety measures are proposed as part of the project at 

both at-grade crossings of Higuera Street. Further, as outlined in Master Response 1 Alternative 6 

eliminates both at-grade crossings of Higuera Street. The County acknowledges that the City’s 

portion of the pathway may connect to the Octagon Barn Center via a crossing of South 

Higuera Street. This crossing is not part of the County project. The crossing is the responsibility of 

the City of San Luis Obispo and the County will work with the City of San Luis Obispo Public Works 

Department to ensure that any at-grade crossing is appropriately located and designed to 

safety standards. 

Response to Comment 12-2 

Commenter states that the DEIR does not discuss any improvements planned by the County to 

San Luis Bay Drive between Highway 101 and Monte Road and states that another possible 

alternative would be to elevate this section of roadway for both vehicles and 

bicycle/pedestrian traffic to eliminate road closures due to flooding. 

The comment and suggestion are noted. The comment does not pertain to the adequacy of 

the environmental analysis and no response is warranted. However, the comment will be 

provided to the decision-makers for consideration. See also Master Response 1. 

Response to Comment 12-3 

Commenter expresses support for an undercrossing of Highway 101 in Segment 5 and describes 

her observations of a similar undercrossing recently completed at San Luis Bay Drive and Avila 

Beach Drive. Commenter lists multiple reasons for her support of an undercrossing. 

The comment is noted. See Master Response 1 regarding Alternative 6. 
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RESPONSE TO LETTER 13A – JOHN SALISBURY  

Response to Comment 13a-1 

Commenter describes the proposed Highway 101 overcrossings and potential impacts to views 

in the area including the loss of most views toward Squire Canyon and states that the 

overcrossing would be difficult to navigate due to the slope and length. 

Please see Master Response 1. The project’s potential visual impacts are addressed in Section 

2.1, Aesthetics/Visual Resources. The RDEIR provides an analysis of Alternative 6 (Farming 

Operations and Conflict Avoidance), which proposes an undercrossing of Highway 101 at an 

existing bridge and eliminates the subject overcrossing. Alternative 6 has been identified as the 

environmentally superior alternative. 

Response to Comment 13a-2 

Commenter provides further description of the mass and location of the proposed Highway 101 

overcrossing. 

The comment is noted. The commenter is referred to Master Response 1 and Response to 

Comment 13a-1. 

Response to Comment 13a-3 

Commenter expresses support for an undercrossing of Highway 101 over SLO Creek but states 

that Caltrans opposes such an undercrossing. 

The comment is noted. The commenter is referred to the RDEIR, Master Response 1, and 

Response to Comment 13a-1. See also Letter RD-A from Caltrans, expressing general support for 

the undercrossing concept. 
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RESPONSE TO LETTER 13B – MARIDEL KENNEDY SALISBURY  

See responses to Letters 1 and 10. 
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RESPONSE TO LETTER 14 – MYRON H. “SKIP” AMERINE  

Response to Comment 14-1 

Commenter expresses general support for the proposed project. 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment 14-2 

Commenter describes minimum design criteria from Caltrans Highway Design Manual Chapter 

1000, Bicycle Transportation Design. Commenter states that the project should not displace 

cyclists from the public roadway (Ontario Road). 

Comment noted. The comment does not pertain to the adequacy of the environmental analysis 

and no response is warranted. However, the comment will be provided to the decision-makers 

for consideration. 

Response to Comment 14-3 

Commenter discusses long-term maintenance of the project including weeds, trees, and trail 

deterioration due to flooding. 

Comment noted. Operation and maintenance of the proposed pathway are not environmental 

issues. However, the RDEIR acknowledges that Alternative 6 would require ongoing and regular 

maintenance. As the comment does not pertain to the adequacy of the environmental analysis, 

no further response is warranted.  

Response to Comment 14-4 

Commenter states that some members of the public believe that the project will remove travel 

by bicycle from Ontario Road. 

Comment noted. The comment does not pertain to the adequacy of the environmental analysis 

and no response is warranted. However, the comment will be provided to the decision-makers 

for consideration. 

Response to Comment 14-5 

Commenter states that the proposed locations and design are perceived by the public as issues 

but states that the existing freeway is visually undesirable and acts as a barrier to cyclists and 

pedestrians. 

Comment noted. The comment does not pertain to the adequacy of the environmental analysis 

and no response is warranted. However, the comment will be provided to the decision-makers 

for consideration. 

Response to Comment 14-6 

Commenter asks if the proposed project would be consistent with Caltrans Highway Design 

Manual Chapter 1000, Bicycle Transportation Design. 
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The proposed project has been designed to be consistent with all applicable federal, state, and 

local regulations where they are applicable. Caltrans design standards are identified and 

addressed on page 2.6-11 of the DEIR, which states that the design is consistent. 

Response to Comment 14-7 

Commenter states that the proposed improvements would be very costly. Commenter suggests 

that widening South Higuera Street and Ontario Road to provide additional shoulder for bicycle 

travel would be less costly while still improving safety. 

The comment and suggestion are noted. The comment does not pertain to the adequacy of 

the environmental analysis and no response is warranted. However, the comment will be 

provided to the decision-makers for consideration. 

Response to Comment 14-8 

Commenter states that the project’s structural and operational issues, such as flooding, could be 

abated by widening roadways to provide Class II bicycle lanes rather than constructing the 

proposed project as designed. 

The comment and suggestion are noted. The comment does not pertain to the adequacy of 

the environmental analysis and no response is warranted. However, the comment will be 

provided to the decision-makers for consideration. 
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RESPONSE TO LETTER 15 – SLO COUNTY BICYCLE COALITION 

Response to Comment 15-1 

Commenter expresses support for project Alternative 3 and states agreement with its 

designation as the environmentally superior alternative. 

Comment noted. Please see Master Response 1.  

Response to Comment 15-2 

Commenter expresses support for an undercrossing of Highway 101. Commenter acknowledges 

that the project as proposed, including an overcrossing of Highway 101, has undergone NEPA 

review and that changing the project at this time could result in project delays. 

Comment noted. Please see Master Response 1. Project review under NEPA is a separate 

process that must be completed by the County independent of CEQA review.  

Response to Comment 15-3 

Commenter expresses support for a 12-foot-wide path rather than 8 feet as proposed in the DEIR 

for multiple reasons including consistency with other segments of the Bob Jones path as well as 

other similar trails; a wider path would attract more users as it would be safer to pass; and a 

wider path would more safely accommodate emergency and maintenance vehicles. 

Comment noted. Alternative 6 as analyzed in the RDEIR proposes a 12-foot paved path with 2-

foot shoulders. 
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RESPONSE TO LETTER 16 – BLYTHE AND ROBYN GABLE  

See responses to Letter 2. 
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RESPONSE TO LETTER 17A – TERRY N. TAYLOR  

Response to Comment 17a-1 

Commenter suggests another project alternative that would reduce project costs and impacts 

to biological resources. The suggested alternative route would extend the path farther south to 

allow a crossing at the existing freeway underpass, thereby eliminating the need to construct a 

new overcrossing or undercrossing. Commenter references a map but none was provided with 

the comment letter. 

Comment noted. The comment does not address the adequacy of the environmental analysis 

and does not warrant a response. However, the comment will be provided to the decision-

makers for consideration. 

  


