
 

 



 

 

 



 

California’s Groundwater Live: Well Infrastructure Information



 

Attachment A: Resolution Establishing County of Madera’s Alternative Process for Senate Bill 552
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. This Drought Plan improves the County’s preparedness

for the County’s self

County’s preparedness for droughts and water shortages. 

 

because they <vary widely in supply source 
=.

DWR’s 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

requirement for a < .=

County’s Drought Workgroup

the Governor’s Office

The focus of the Drought Plan is on the County’s smallest water systems –

 



 

 

<every human being has the right to safe, clean, affordable, and accessible water adequate for human 
consumption, cooking, and sanitary purposes.=

Plan also advance the State’s goal of protecting the human right to water. 

 

iff’s Office of Emergency Services 
(Sheriff’s OES)
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played a key role in the County’s drought response. Starting during the historic 2012

the County’s 
<drought/water shortage risk and vulnerability in Madera County= and <a comprehensive, 

and to guide future development opportunities.= The conclusions of this Drought Plan can also help 

 

 

https://maderacap.org/
https://www.selfhelpenterprises.org/
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https://tableau.cnra.ca.gov/t/DWR_IntegratedDataAnalysisBranch/views/DWRDroughtRiskExplorer-RuralCommunitesMarch2021/Dashboard?%3AshowAppBanner=false&%3Adisplay_count=n&%3AshowVizHome=n&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y&%3Aembed=y
https://tableau.cnra.ca.gov/t/DWR_IntegratedDataAnalysisBranch/views/DWRDroughtRiskExplorer-RuralCommunitesMarch2021/Dashboard?%3AshowAppBanner=false&%3Adisplay_count=n&%3AshowVizHome=n&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y&%3Aembed=y
https://tableau.cnra.ca.gov/t/DWR_IntegratedDataAnalysisBranch/views/DWRDroughtRiskExplorer-RuralCommunitesMarch2021/Dashboard?%3AshowAppBanner=false&%3Adisplay_count=n&%3AshowVizHome=n&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y&%3Aembed=y
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§10609.51 subd. (m)). These systems are sometimes referred to as <State Smalls=. 

• –

• –

 

  



 

 

contribute to that risk. The County’s risk evaluation focuses specifically on Self

’s
In addition, the SWRCB’s 

This section of the County’s Drought Plan reviews the results of three tools (Risk Explorer Tool, GWLive, 

 

–

County’s popula

 
10609.51 defines a <Rural Community= as <a community with fewer than 15 service connections, 

or regularly serving less than 25 individuals daily at least 60 days out of the year.= This Plan uses 



 

 

https://www.maderacountywater.com/madera-subbasin/
https://www.maderacountywater.com/chowchilla-subbasin/
https://www.maderacountywater.com/delta-mendota-subbasin/


 

typically much less than in alluvial aquifers, aquifers in the County’s foothills region can be quickly 

The majority of Madera County’s local water resources ultimately originate as precipitation in the Sierra 

California’s Fourth Climate Change Assessment, clim



 

 

does not define thresholds whereby certain communities are <at risk= of drought and water shortage 
and others are not. Instead, according to the CDAG report, <the methodology inherently recognizes that 

calculate the relative risk of these suppliers and communities.=

not necessarily represent individual <communities= in the traditional sense of the word, but they do 

 

Sierra Nevada Summary Report. California’s Fourth Climate Change Assessment. Publication number: SUM

–

https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2019-11/Reg_Report-SUM-CCCA4-2018-004_SierraNevada_ADA.pdf
https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2019-11/Reg_Report-SUM-CCCA4-2018-004_SierraNevada_ADA.pdf
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• flags <relatively shallow= well depth if any portion of the groundwater 

• 

–
• 

–
• 

• 



 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 

shallower than public wells in the area. RC3b is described as <max depth of domestic wells is 10% 
more shallow than the max depth of public wells.= This area is outside alluvial basins, where fractured 



 

 
 

ool’s RC2j component score. DWR has also flagg

 



 

 



 

specific knowledge and engaging additional resources will complement the Risk Explorer Tool’s 
y’s drought planning and response. Section 4 

 ’
DWR’s GWLive is another online resource that provides a suite of dashboards to assess the state’s 

GWLive uses Geographic Information Systems (GIS) <story maps= for spatial analysis of California 
groundwater resources, based on data from Well Completion Reports (WCRs) to DWR’s Online System 

in GWLive pulls information from the state’s Well Completion Reports, which 
have been required for every person who <digs, bores, or drills a water well= by California Water Code 

 

https://sgma.water.ca.gov/CalGWLive/
https://sgma.water.ca.gov/CalGWLive/#wells
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f2b252d15a0d4e49887ba94ac17cc4bb
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/24a820bfd4a54859993fde22384f654f


 

are categorized into <high, medium, low= on the map according to the timeframe selected. The map 

 

https://dwr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/bd00ee8c357c449ca4ac5714bb95a81c


 

nty’s Office of Emergency Services, well contractors, and County well permit application links in case 

 

density of "susceptible= domestic wells per square mile based on a combination of domestic well 

 

https://dwr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/f876cfa53ce3466c8b3778e7f4adb50e


 

help inform the County’s decisions and action plans for drought preparedness and response. The tool is 

 

https://mydrywell.water.ca.gov/report/


 

 

domestic and private wells that are considered <at risk= of failing.

 

Association of California Water Agencies. (n.d.). SAFER Webinar: Identifying <At Risk= Public Water Systems and 



 

 



 



 

 

 

DWR’s GWLive Dashboards provide additional detail on drought risks to domestic wells



 



 

 

recommendations and next steps to guide the County’s 

 

 

Learning from California’s Experience with Small Water System 



 

 



 

 

 



 

SWRCB’s 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

–

that improve the County’s preparedness for drought, reduce the risk of water shortages, and coordinate 

<rural communities), which are supplied by water systems with 14 or fewer service connections, and 

– of this Drought Plan is intended to be an <action ready= plan 

 



 

current year’s hydrology than in areas with larger, deeper alluvial basins. Poor water quality is also a risk 

occupied can all affect an individual’s 
ability to access support and resources during water shortages. Based on DWR’s risk tools, 

 



 

Assessing current groundwater levels relative to the previous year’s conditions is of fundamental 

Report or the Chowchilla Subbasin Annual Report. In both subbasins’ Annual Reports, change in 

 

https://www.maderacountywater.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Madera-GSP-Annual-Report-WY2021-Final.pdf
https://www.maderacountywater.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Madera-GSP-Annual-Report-WY2021-Final.pdf
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aquifers respond more readily to the current year’s hydrology than alluvial aquifers, which are more 

the County will monitor DWR’s Bulletin 120 report each winter and spring.
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https://www.maderacountywater.com/madera-subbasin/
https://www.maderacountywater.com/chowchilla-subbasin/


 

• 

• 

• 
<Plumbing facilities in good working order, including hot and cold running water, connected to a 
sewage disposal system.=

Communication materials, once developed, will be made available on the County’s 

–
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• 
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at the Governor’s 

Pursuant to Chapter 13 of the Madera County Code, the <

&

=

 

https://www.caloes.ca.gov/office-of-the-director/operations/recovery-directorate/interagency-recovery-coordination/proclamation-process/
https://www.caloes.ca.gov/office-of-the-director/operations/recovery-directorate/interagency-recovery-coordination/proclamation-process/


 

–

the County’s adopted Local Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

Evaluate enforcement of renters’ rights

of renters’ rights 

California Law requires dwellings to have <Plumbing facilities in good working order, 
including hot and cold running water, connected to a sewage disposal system.=

 

SB 552 requires that this Drought Plan provide <an analysis of the steps necessary to implement the 
plan= and <a .=
Consistent with these requirements, the following section presents the County’s anticipated 

 



 

will be responsible for ongoing monitoring of the Plan’s tracking protocols, constituent communication, 

County Sheriff’s Office of Emergency Services 
The County Sheriff’s Office of Emergency Services (Sheriff’s OES) 
County for this Drought Plan’s Implementation

California’s Groundwater Live and Dry Well Reporting Tool) and administering grants and other funding 

 
Many GSAs’ Domestic Well Mitigation Programs contain eligibility criteria, which may include the age of the 



 

. The County’s 

ounty’s Drought Plan consider an analysis of local, state, and federal funding 

the law’s

Sheriff’s
Sheriff’s

supported by each department’s 

empowered to charge fees to landowners within their jurisdiction in order to support the GSAs’ 

revenue generated by these systems’ own customers through water rates. As discussed in Section 3 of 

these small water systems’ rate structures may be needed. 

’s Office of Sustainable Water 
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, SB 552) and to prepare the County of Madera (<County=) for 

and formalize the County’s drought response strategy so the County is more prepared for future 

 

Drought Plan’s 

(or encourage its agency partners to apply). Potential funding sources include SWRCB’s SAFER program, 



 

 

lan is to improve communities’ resilience to drought

including Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSPs) and the County’s Local Hazard Mitigation Plan 
MP). Taken together, these plans can reduce County communities’ exposure to risk and prepare the 



BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR THE 

COUNTY OF MADERA 

Resolution No.: 2021 - iSS In the Matter of 

CALIFORNIA SENATE BILL 552 RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING COUNTY 

OF MADERA’S ALTERNATIVE PROCESS 

FOR SENATE BILL 552 

e
e
 
a
 

a 
a 

a
e
 

a
e
 

WHEREAS, on September 23, 2021, Senate Bill 552 (“SB 552°) was signed into law by 

the Governor of the State of California, which added Section 10609.70 to the Water Code, 

requiring a county to establish either (1) a standing drought and water shortage task force to 

facilitate drought and water shortage preparedness for state small water systems and domestic 

wells within the county’s jurisdiction, or (2) an alternative process that facilitates drought and 

water shortage preparedness for state small water systems and domestic wells within the 

county’s jurisdiction, as provided; and 

WHEREAS, SB 552 states that the “alternative process shall provide opportunities for 

coordinating and communicating with the state and other local governments, community-based 

organizations, local water suppliers, and local residents on a regular basis and during drought 

or water shortage emergencies;” and 

WHEREAS, the Department of Water and Natural Resources for the County of Madera 

(“County”) currently coordinates with different departments within the County as well as non- 

governmental organizations (NGO’s), cities, irrigation districts, water districts, resource 

conservation. districts (“RCDs’), and state and federal agencies with respect to addressing the 

effects of the current drought in California; and



WHEREAS, for the “alternative process” under SB 552, the Department of Water and 

Natural Resources shall coordinate and communicate with the state and other local 

governments, community-based organizations, local water suppliers, and local residents on a 

monthly basis during drought or water shortage emergencies, so as to facilitate drought and 

water shortage preparedness for state small water systems and domestic wells within the 

County’s jurisdiction. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for the County of 

Madera as follows: 

1. The above Recitals are hereby incorporated by reference and are made a 

substantive part of this Resolution. 

2. The Director of the County Department of Water and Natural Resources 

(“Department Director’) is hereby authorized and directed to take all measures in 

furtherance of, and consistent with, this Resolution. 

// 

// 

// 

// 

// 

// 

// 

// 

// 

// 
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The foregoing Resolution was adopted this | Wn day of Decommoe , 2021, by 

the following vote: 

Supervisor Frazier voted: 

Supervisor Rogers voted: 

Supervisor Poythress voted: 

Supervisor Gonzalez voted: 

Supervisor Wheeler voted: B
E
G
 

Robert Poythress 
Chairman, Board of Supervisors 

ATTEST: 

Boren Cesc 
Clerk, Board of Supervisors 

Approved as to Legal Form: 
COUNTY COUNSEL 

itally signed by: Michael R. 

M Ich ae | RU = Michael R. Linden 

py Linden 
email = mlinden@lozanosmith. 

C =US O =LOZANO SMITH 











A琀琀achment C 
Madera County Drought Workgroup Mee琀椀ngs 
Pre SB 552 Plan Mee琀椀ngs: 

1. June 25, 2021 – Discussion of Goals and Purpose, Status of the Drought and Resources 

Presenters: Madera County Water and Natural Resources and Self- Help Enterprises 

2. July 20, 2021 – Drought Resources   

Presenters: Self-Help and the Madera County Farm Bureau 

3. November 3, 2021 – What Homebuyers and Realtors Should Know About Private Drinking Wells 

Presenter: Steven Wilson, Program Director – PrivateWellClass.org.  

4. December 3, 2021 – SB 552 Discussion and the CA Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley Water 

Work Group 

Presenters: Madera County Water and Natural Resources staff and Laura Ramos from the CA 
Water Ins琀椀tute (Fresno State) 

5. January 21, 2022 – Water Emergency Services and Drought Tools 

Presenters: Melissa Looney from Self-Help Enterprises and Madera County Water and Natural 

Resources Staff 

6. February 18, 2022 – Overview of the CA DWR and Presenta琀椀on of Tools from DWR 

Presenters: Steven Springhorn and DWR Staff 

7. March 18, 2022 – Drought Update 

Presenter: Colin McKellar – NOAA Hanford 

8. June 17, 2022 – Irriga琀椀on and Advanced Pumping 

Presenters: Sarge Green – California Water Ins琀椀tute (Fresno State) 
9. July 15, 2022 – Economic Impacts of the Drought to the CA Agriculture 

Presenter: Josue Medellin-Azuara – UC Merced 

10. August 19, 2022 – Announcement of Plan Prepara琀椀on and Invita琀椀on to Engage in Plan 
Development 

Presenter: Frank Lyles and Greg Young – Zanjero Group 

11. September 16, 2022 – Stakeholder listening session regarding Risk Factors and Tracking 

Protocols 

Presenters: Frank Lyles and Greg Young – Zanjero Group 

12. October 21, 2022 – Stakeholder listening session regarding Response Ac琀椀ons 

Presenters: Frank Lyles and Greg Young – Zanjero Group 

13. November 18, 2022 – Private Wells Maintenance and Resources 

Presenters: Laura Ramos and Cordie Qualle – California Water Ins琀椀tute (Fresno State) 
14. January 20, 2023 – Presenta琀椀on of Dra昀琀 Drought Plan to the Drought Workgroup 

 Presenters: Frank Lyles and Greg Young – Zanjero Group 

15. January 23, 2023 – Presenta琀椀on of Dra昀琀 Drought Plan to the Regional Water Management 
Group 

Drought Workgroup Mee琀椀ngs Subsequent to SB 552 Plan Development 

16. February 17, 2023 – Water Tes琀椀ng 

Presenter: Si Noon Hong – Madera County Public Health Department 

17. March 17, 2023 – Water Emergency Services 



Presenter: Self-Help Enterprises Staff 

18. April 21, 2023 – Atmospheric River, Drought and Flood 

Presenters: NOAA Hanford Staff 

19. May 1, 2023 – May 31, 2023 – Open comment period for Public Review Dra昀琀 of Drought Plan 

20. May 19, 2023 – Presenta琀椀on of Dra昀琀 Drought Plan to the Drought Workgroup 

Presenters: Frank Lyles and Greg Young – Zanjero Group 

21. August 18, 2023 – Wildfire and Wells 

Presenters: Monica Roath and Dexter Marr, Madera County Environmental Health Division 

22. November 17, 2023 – Drought Update and Water Emergency Services 

Presenters: NOAA Hanford and Self-Help Enterprises 

23. March 8, 2024 – Health Impacts from the Drought in the San Joaquin Valley 

Presenters: Central California Public Health Consor琀椀um 

24. June 21, 2024 – Natural Climate Solu琀椀ons for Building Water and Watershed Resilience in CA 

Presenter: Safeeq Khan, UC Merced 

25. September 27, 2024 – Drought Condi琀椀ons and El Nino/ La Nina Updates 

Presenter: Felix Castro, NOAA Hanford 

26. November 12, 2024 – Presenta琀椀on of Final Drought Plan to County Board of Supervisors 

          


