Behavioral Health Board Minutes 
                       San Luis Obispo County
                       June 17th, 2026, 3:00pm
                                 
	Members Present 
	Guests

	Brown, Leslie
	Azevedo, Michael

	Buckley, Thomas
	Barnett, Cyndi

	Campbell, Tracy
	Bolster White, Jill

	Castaneda, Hugo
	Carlson, Jeff

	Cummins, Melissa
	Donovan, Jeff

	Emert, Christopher
	Rodney, Lea

	Fowler-Plummer, Rose
	Members Absent

	Gallagher, Amber
	Booth, Kimberlee

	Levenson, Barbara
	Grace, Tina

	Matthew, Bill
	McClellan, Devon

	Milder, Tom
	Rodriguez, Holli

	Ochoa, Trista
	Sofranko, James (for Jimmy Paulding)

	Ready Hunt, Dana
	Sherlock, Amanda

	Stabinsky, Seth 
	

	Health Agency Staff Present
	

	Frank Warren
	

	Brett Dowgiewicz
	



1. Barbara Levenson called the meeting to order at 3:03 pm 
 
2. Introductions and Announcements:  
· Round table introductions.  
 
3. Public Comments: 
· No public comments received.
4. Approval of Minutes:  
· Minutes from May 20th, 2026, M/S/C: Melissa C. / Amber G. / Abstain: 0
 
5. Ongoing Business:   
· Welcome Home Village Grand Opening Thoughts (June 8th, 6pm)
· Board members shared positive feedback regarding the June 8 Welcome Home Village Grand Opening, noting the quality of the event, the thoughtfully designed community spaces, and the welcoming atmosphere. Members highlighted the furnished tiny homes, community donations, and amenities such as pet accommodations.
· Welcome Home Village Site Visit Report (June 3rd, 11am; participants: Tina Grace, Amanda Sherlock, Dana Ready Hunt)
· Dana Ready Hunt reported that the site visit report is being finalized following review by Welcome Home Village staff. The report emphasizes the balance between community-building spaces and resident privacy, as well as the project's attention to dignity and quality of life.
· TMHA Iron Horse Homeless Behavioral Health Site Visit Report (June 9th, 10am; participants: Kimberlee Booth, Tracy Campbell, Leslie Brown)
· Tracy Campbell and Leslie Brown provided a preliminary report on the TMHA Iron Horse Homeless Behavioral Health program site visit. Members toured the facility, met with program leadership and case managers, and discussed outreach, case management, and community partnerships. A more comprehensive written report will be presented at a future meeting.
· Bylaws Review and Revision Suggestions (Continued)
· Barbara Levenson reported that the bylaws review remains in progress

6. New Business: 
· Youth Advisory / Ad Hoc Committee Proposal
· Hugo Castaneda presented a proposal to explore creating a Youth Advisory Committee to increase participation from individuals under age 25. Members discussed potential recruitment through colleges, youth organizations, and existing behavioral health programs, along with challenges related to scheduling, attendance, and maintaining engagement. Staff will continue exploring options and bring recommendations back to the Board.
7. Membership Committee - Update: 
· June Member Profile Spotlight: Amber Gallagher
· Amber Gallagher, Deputy Director of the San Luis Obispo County Office of Education SELPA, shared her professional background, experience supporting students with disabilities, commitment to systems improvement, and upcoming role as Chair of the California SELPA Association.
8. Committee Representatives- Update:
· CALBHBC Annual Meeting on June 19th
· Quality Support Services Crisis Continuum Meeting on May 21st
· Barbara Levenson reported on the Quality Support Services Crisis Continuum meeting, including updates on the Youth Residential Facility, Mobile Crisis services, hospital evaluations, and out-of-county inpatient placements for both adults and youth.

9. Administrator’s Report: Frank Warren
· FY 25-26 Year End
· Frank Warren announced the appointment of Dana McEwen as the new Behavioral Health Director, effective June 29, and provided updates on end-of-year operations, the Health Agency transition into separate Public Health and Behavioral Health departments, Mobile Crisis service transition, approved FY 2026–27 budget, Children's Crisis Residential Facility progress, Paso Robles Behavioral Health Campus planning, and other department initiatives.
· FY 26-27 Budget and Updates
· Discussion included FY 2025–26 accomplishments, FY 2026–27 budget outlook, staffing, grants, facility projects, and upcoming initiatives.
10. Presentation: Michael Azevedo
· Michael Azevedo, Five Cities Homeless Coalition, presented an overview of homelessness definitions, coordinated entry, housing and prevention programs, and the Coalition's services and partnerships throughout San Luis Obispo County.

Adjourn at 4:58 pm            
 
Next Behavioral Health Board Meeting: August 19th, 2026
