Behavioral Health Board Minutes 
                       San Luis Obispo County
                       May 20th, 2026, 3:00pm
                                 
	Members Present 
	Guests

	Brown, Leslie
	Azevedo, Michael

	Buckley, Thomas
	Barnett, Cyndi

	Campbell, Tracy
	Boyd, Morgan

	Castaneda, Hugo
	Bragg, Martin

	Cummins, Melissa
	Donovan, Jeff

	Emert, Christopher
	Johnson, Barry

	Fowler-Plummer, Rose
	Schacherer, Michael

	Gallagher, Amber
	Members Absent

	Levenson, Barbara
	Booth, Kimberlee

	Milder, Tom
	Grace, Tina

	Ready Hunt, Dana
	Matthew, Bill

	Rodriguez, Holli
	McClellan, Devon

	Stabinsky, Seth 
	Ochoa, Trista

	Health Agency Staff Present
	Sofranko, James (for Jimmy Paulding)

	Frank Warren
	Sherlock, Amanda

	Brett Dowgiewicz
	

	Karina Silva Garcia
	

	Ana-Liset Mendoza
	



1. Barbara Levenson called the meeting to order at 3:06pm 
 
2. Introductions and Announcements:  
· Round table introductions.  
 
3. Public Comments: 
· No public comments received.
4. Approval of Minutes:  
· Minutes from April 15th, 2026, M/S/C: Leslie / Tracey / Abstain: 0
 
5. Ongoing Business:   
· Sun Street Center at Prado Site Visit Report
· Site visit report presented by Barbara Levenson, Tracy Campbell, and Trista Ochoa. Facility has 12 county referral beds, a 65% success rate, and is well-operated; challenges include shared parking with the Prado homeless shelter and no women’s residential treatment options in the county.
· Upcoming June 2026 Site Visits:
· Welcome Home Village Site Visit (June 3rd, 11am; participants: Tina Grace, Amanda Sherlock, Dana Ready Hunt)
· Welcome Home Village Ribbon Cutting (June 8th, 6pm-8pm)
· TMHA Iron Horse Homeless Behavioral Health Site Visit (June 9th, 10am; participants: Kimberlee Booth, Tracy Campbell, Leslie Brown)

6. New Business: 
· Behavioral Health Board Vote on the Slate of Officers
· Procedural voice vote to approve Hugo Castaneda’s name change (formerly Balcazar) and forward updated slate to Board of Supervisors. M/S/C: Barbara / Melissa / Abstain: 0
· Bylaws Review and Revision Suggestions
· Melissa Cummins and Hugo Castaneda presented proposed revisions to Article 3, including a requirement for named alternates who may attend and vote, and an updated attendance requirement of 8 of 10 meetings per year with provisions for excused absences and board seat vacancy. Further discussion needed on alternate application requirements.
7. Membership Committee - Update: 
· Member Profile Spotlight
· May Spotlight: Barbara Levenson – Over 50 years in behavioral health, including 27 years as a pharmacist at Atascadero State Hospital and 8 years as a long-term care ombudsman. Passionate about SUD services, foster care, and behavioral health services for the elderly."

8. Committee Representatives- Update:
· CALBHBC Update from April 17 Meeting
· Barbara Levenson reported from the April 17 quarterly meeting. The 2026 focus topic is Services for Foster Youth; counties will submit data for a statewide report.

9. Administrator’s Report: Frank Warren
· Health Agency dissolves July 1st; Behavioral Health and Public Health will become separate departments, with 50+ staff reassignments completed and a second deputy director position added for Behavioral Health.
· Director Position Status: Executive office has selected a new director; announcement expected imminently but not yet confirmed as of this meeting.
· Mental Health forum with Assemblymember Dawn Addis drew 70+ attendees and is available online. Behavioral Health returned ~$5M to the general fund in Q3; BH Connect/IMD Waiver opt-in is underway to expand Medi-Cal reimbursement for out-of-county placements.

10. Presentation: Morgan Boyd and Michael Schacherer
· Morgan Boyd and Michael Schacherer presented an overview of the SLO County Veteran Services Office, including outreach and benefits services for veterans, justice-involved veteran support at the county jail and Atascadero State Hospital, and key legislative efforts to protect and expand veteran benefits.

Adjourn at 4:28pm            
 
Next Behavioral Health Board Meeting: June 17th, 2026
