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PRESS RELEASE 
 

 

Parole Board Denies Parole for Murderer 
Linza Earl Russell 

After District Attorney Opposes Release  
 
 

SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA, May 11, 2017 – In September 1989, a jury convicted 
Linza Earl Russell of first degree murder in the stabbing death of his girlfriend, 
Kelli Daniels, who was 21. Russell has been in prison for that crime ever since 
and has been considered for parole several times. On Wednesday, May 10, at 
Vacaville, his latest bid for parole was denied when the Board of Parole Hearings 
found him unsuitable for a five year period. 
 
The crime occurred in the City of San Luis Obispo the day before Thanksgiving 
1988. Russell and Daniels were co-workers and he was married to another 
woman. Russell had been convicted of domestic violence in 1987 with Ms. 
Daniels as the victim and had spent some time in jail. At the time of her death, 
she had a restraining order against Russell. He had also previously been 
convicted of assaulting a girlfriend in Chicago with a knife, and trying to set her 
apartment on fire.  
 
Deputy District Attorney Linda Dunn appeared at the prison for the hearing and 
argued against parole. During the hearing, Russell expressed little remorse and 
insisted the deceased victim was the real aggressor. He is now 57 years old and 
will be eligible for his next parole hearing in 2022. 
 
Point of contact for media inquiries is Assistant District Attorney Lee 
Cunningham (805) 781-5874. 
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