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SGMA: The Basics

“Significant” & “Unreasonable”

Sustainable 
Yield

Sustainability 
Goals

Sustainable 
Management

Mitigate and Prevent “undesirable results”

In all High and Medium Priority Basins…

Lowering of 
Ground-

water 
Levels

Reduction 
in Ground-

water in 
Storage

Seawater 
Intrusion

Water 
Quality 

Degradation

Land 
Subsidence

Depletions 
of Surface 

Water
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SGMA Key Deadlines

2015 2016 2017 2020 20402018

Adopt SGMA 
Strategy Establish GSAs Adopt and 

Submit GSP

Annual  
Reports & GSP 

Updates

Achieve 
sustainability

WE ARE HERE

……
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General Roles & Responsibilities

DWR
(regulate & assist)

GSA
(planning & 

implementation)

SWRCB
(enforce)
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General Roles & Responsibilities

GSA
(planning and 

implementation)

Holders of 
overlying 

groundwater 
rights Environmental 

users of 
groundwater

Surface Water 
Users (if 

hydrologically 
connected)

Land Use 
Agencies

Native 
American 

Tribes

Disadvantaged 
Communities

Public Water 
Systems

GSA must consider the interest of 
all beneficial uses and users of 
groundwater, including:
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Phase I - Governance
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Paso Basin GSAs
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Paso Basin GSAs
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Lowering of 
Ground-

water 
Levels

Reduction 
in Ground-

water in 
Storage

Seawater 
Intrusion

Water 
Quality 

Degradation

Land 
Subsidence

Depletions 
of Surface 

Water

Phase II - Sustainability Planning 

“Significant” & “Unreasonable”

Sustainable 
Yield

Sustainability 
Goals

Sustainable 
Management

Mitigate and Prevent “undesirable results”
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Coordinating on the Basin Setting

Hydrogeologic 
Conceptual 

Model

Groundwater 
Conditions

Water Budget

Acceptance of 
connectivity

Concurrence on 
the future

Acceptance of 
current status
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Deciding on Sustainable Management Criteria

Basin-wide

Each of the six 
metrics

Milestones to 
achieve on the 

path to 
sustainability

Each of the six 
metrics

Minimum 
Thresholds

Sustainability Goal

Undesirable 
Results

Measurable 
Objectives

Desirable 
Range

for Levels

Undesirable 
Result
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Establishing a Common Data Network

Basin-wide and 
comparable to 

standards

Plan to fill data 
gaps

Data 
management and 
reporting system

Each of the six
metrics

Monitoring 
Network

Representative 
Monitoring

Assessment & 
Improvement

Reporting 
Monitoring Data to 

DWR
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Deciding what Actions to Take

Demand Management

Supply Enhancement

Projects & 
Management 

Actions

Goal
Management 

Areas
Balancing effective 
management and 

autonomy
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Phase III – Implementation of GSP

Implement Plan &
Adapt Management

through 
Continued Collaboration

2020 2022 2040

GSP Submitted 
and Accepted by 

DWR

.…20 years.…

GSP Approved 
by DWR

MOA Sunsets

Planning GSP: Implement, Evaluate, Update, Repeat

ACHIEVE 
SUSTAINABILITY!
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Thank you!

For more information, join our email list:
www.slocountywater.org/sgma


