
Creston Advisory Body ________________ 
Chairperson: Sheila Lyons  Ph. (805) 239-0917, P. O. Box 174 Creston, CA 93432  salyons@airspeedwireless.net                  
 
July 18, 2018 
 
San Luis Obsipo County Supervisor John Peschong    jpeschong@co.slo.ca.us  
San Luis Obispo County Supervisor Debbie Arnold     darnold@co.slo.ca.us  
Chairperson the Paso Basin Cooperative Committee, John Hamon  JHamon@prcity.com  
 
Dear Distinquished Representatives, 
 
The Creston Advisory Body (CAB) represents the landowners of approximately 40,000 acres in District 
#5, the majority of which live over the Paso Robles Groundwater Basin (Basin), including many who 
chose not to join the Estrella/El Pomar/Creston Water District but fall well within the general land area that 
this district overlays.  Consequently the management of the Basin is of great concern to those who live 
here and invariably we discuss “the water situation” at the majority of our monthly meetings.    It is our 
understanding that the County serves as the GSA which represents us as Rural Residents as part of the 
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) established to create a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) for the 
Basin.   The County also represents thousands of other Rural Residents that do not live within the CAB 
Boundaries and do not have Community Advisory Councils who can take a stand and represent them in 
these matters.   With these facts in evidence we wish to weigh in and express our views on how we 
believe the Basin should be managed to the benefit of all who live here.    First and foremost, we believe 
that water is a “common resource” and this principle should be accepted as an undisputed fact.   
 
We have summarized below the three top goals that have consistently been expressed during our 
meetings.    We have also assembled the details behind each of these goals, along with additional 
concerns, in the attached document in order to communicate to you directly our rationale behind the goals 
recommended.   Is is our hope that you will use these goals, along with our concerns and 
recommendations, as an important resource as you move forward making the momentous water 
management decisions that will impact our communities at large. 
 
The three top goals for Basin management as recommended by CAB: 
 

1. Declare the non-commercial Rural Residents over the Basin di minimis users exempting them 
from monitoring and fees for water management and future supplemental projects.   

2. Insist upon aggressive conservation efforts by the majority of the Basin’s largest pumpers, 
including irrigated agriculture (Ag) and the City of Paso Robles, thereby minimizing the overall 
number of shallower well failures across the Basin.  Those that can have the greatest impact 
need to be particularly conscientious and step up to make the most difference. 

3. Use County authority to re-examine existing ordinances and policies as a mechanism for 
developing regulations that equitably apply to ALL residents and businesses over the Basin and 
work towards achieving Basin sustainability.  

 
Clearly, any fair and sustainable water management program cannot be accomplished in the absence of 
thorough and thoughtful consideration, and fair resolution, of citizen’s concerns.   We believe that our 
claim to the use of Basin water for domestic purposes is codified in Water Code  Section 106 which 
provides as follows:  “It is hereby declared to be the established policy of this State that the use of water 
for domestic purposes is the highest use of water and that the next highest use of water is for irrigation.”  
It is of utmost importance to the Rural Residents of our community that the final management solutions 
decided upon by your committee take into account the impact they will have on the quality of our lives, in 
some cases, our very existence. 
 
Thank you for your attention to our concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sheila Lyons, CAB Chairperson 
 
CC:  Derrik Williams, President HyroMetrics Water Resources, Inc.   derrik@hydrometricswri.com  



Summary of Concerns and Recommendations  

by Rural Residents-at-large over the PR Basin 

July 2018 

Three Top Goals: 

1. Declare the non-commercial Rural Residents over the Basin de minimis users exempting them from 
monitoring and fees for water management and future supplemental projects. 

2. Insist upon aggressive conservation efforts by the majority of the Basin’s largest pumpers, including 
irrigated agriculture (Ag) and the City of Paso Robles, thereby minimizing the overall number of 
shallower well failures across the Basin.  Those that can have the greatest impact need to be 
particularly conscientious and step up to the make the most difference. 

3. Use County authority to re-examine existing ordinances and policies as a mechanism for developing 
regulations that equitably apply to ALL residents and businesses over the Basin and work towards 
achieving Basin sustainability.  

• 

• 

• 

• 

Fugro West and Cleath and Associates. August 2002.  Paso Robles Groundwater Basin Study (Phase I). Prepared for 
County of San Luis Obispo County Public Works Department. 1 

Fugro West, ETIC Engineers, and Cleath and Associates. February 2005.  Paso Robles Groundwater Basin Study, 
Phase II, Numeri cal Model Development, Calibration, and Application.  Prepared for County of San Luis Obispo 
County Public Works Department. 



• We believe that our claim to the use of Basin water for domestic purposes is codified in California 
Water Code  Section 106 which provides as follows:  “It is hereby declared to be the established 
policy of this State that the use of water for domestic purposes is the highest use of water and that 
the next highest use of water is for irrigation.”  This principle has been upheld in the courts 
consistently.   A local organization, North County Watch, brought this to the attention of The PR 
Groundwater Basin Blue Ribbon Committee back in 2013 (see the following attached letter).

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Insist upon aggressive conservation efforts by the majority of the Basin’s largest pumpers, 
including irrigated agriculture (Ag) and the City of Paso Robles, thereby minimizing the overall 
number of shallower well failures across the Basin.  Those that can have the greatest impact need to 
be particularly conscientious and step up to the make the most difference. 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

Goal #3:  Use County authority to re-examine existing ordinances and policies as a mechanism for 
developing regulations that equitably apply to ALL residents and businesses over the Basin and work 
towards achieving Basin sustainability.  
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