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12/5/13 WRAC Santa Maria Groundwater update, John Snyder
Example of Disclaiming in a Quiet Title Case

The crux of the Koch Quiet Title Complaint in the Santa Maria Groundwater Litigation:
http://www.sccomplex.org/docfiles/fablaw/d1/1a.rtf

Plaintiff s overlying groundwater rights are superior to all other rights to water in the Basin, except to
the correlative rights of other overlying owners to put to reasonable and beneficial water from the Basin
on their respective overlying property. (Page 4)

Plaintiffs seeks to quiet title to the superior priority of its right to extract and put to Reasonable and
beneficial use groundwater from the basin on the Koch Property against the claims of each of the
Defendants to a superior or co-equal right to extract and use groundwater from the Basin for non-
overlying use. (Page 7)

The Appellate court decision: _
City of Santa Maria, et al. v. Adam, et al., Case: H032750, 6th District

Disposition Reversed & Remanded to trial court w/directions
http://appellatecases.courtinfo.ca.gov/search/case/disposition.cfm?dist=6&doc_id=1202314&q=338457&f=628993166

L DISPOSITION

The judgment is reversed. The matter is remanded to the trial court with instructions to modify
the judgment as follows:

As to of those appellants that pleaded quiet title causes of action, the court shall declare their
overlying rights to native groundwater prior to the rights of all appropriators less the amount to
which the City of Santa Maria and Golden State Water Company are entitled pursuant to their
prescriptive rights and shall reconsider, if necessary, the prevailing party determination and allocation of
costs.

Notes:
In groundwater, “superior” and “prior” are used synonymously.
In this case “Defendants” were the “Appropriators”
The exact amount of prescription if any, is still being litigated but was called “de
minimus” by the court.

Was it worth 15 years and 15-20 million Dollars to get a “de-minimus” right?
That can only be used to pump water when the shortage is so extreme that NCSD,
Guadalupe and the Northern Cities can’t pump water?

The zero cost option, San Luis Obispo’s Disclaimer in the Santa Maria Groundwater case:

Submit Date: 10/02/2001
http://www.sccomplex.org/home/docInfo.jsp?FormCaseld=VAE2661C98F &FormDocld=D13F8F9A 14C3

See copy of document on back

John Snyder
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